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PEEFACE. 



Soon after it pleased God, in His mysterious Provi- 
dence, to call away my much loved friend and brother 
Tackaberry, in the midst of his usefulness, the idea 
of publishing a memoir of him arose in my mind. 
Some years since, his mother having committed to 
me his voluminous letters, addressed to her and other 
members of his family, — letters written from the dif- 
ferent circuits where he travelled, and which, with 
some to myself, supply a continuous narrative of his 
life and labours; ministerial brethren, formerly col- 
leagues of Mr. T., having encouraged me to undertake 
the task ; and feeling inwardly moved to perpetuate 
and extend, if possible, the usefulness of one whose 
name and memory are dear to many — the idea at last 
assumed the form of a resolution, whenever time and 
circumstances would permit. 

Early last Autumn the thought occurred to me 
that should it ever be done, now was the time. 
It were easy to apologise for imperfections in the per- 
formance. All I can say is, that amidst the pressures 
of deep domestic anxiety, and of public cares and 
duties, I have done what I could to fulfil the purpose 
I had formed. 

While such expression of confidence as was implied 
in the act by which Mr. T.'s venerable mother con- 
fided to me his familiar correspondence is grateful to 
one's feelings, it is right to say that otherwise I (ioxsid. 
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never have executed the task proposed to myself. It 
is my pleasing duty also to acknowledge that the 
compilation has been assisted by communications 
from his Aunt Morris, of Saint Louis ; the Rev. James 
S. Waugh, of Skibbereen ; and Mr. George Grant, of 
the Star Assiu-ance Office, London. 

It may also be proper to state that, in transcribing 
Mr. T.*s language, no alteration has been made, verbal 
or otherwise, but what appeared necessary for publi- 
cation ; while his meaning has, in every instance, been 
preserved in its integrity. 

For two reasons, I have made Mr. Tackaberry, as 
far as possible, his own biographer. First : From the 
relationship subsisting between us by marriage, Mrs. 
Huston and he being sisters' children, I supposed 
that some might consider me imduly partial, had I 
spoken of him as strongly as I believed consistent 
with truth ; and, secondly : The high esteem in which 
he w^as held on every circuit where he laboured, in- 
duced the persuasion that his ovon words will be read 
with the greatest interest and profit — ^thus constrain- 
ing those who loved and admired him to say, while 
they feel : '* He being dead, yet speaketh." 

May it please the Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort to sanction the publication with His blessing ! 

xv. H. 

Belfast, March 31, 1853. 
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THE LIFE Am LABOURS 



OF THE 



KEY. FOSSEY TACKABERRY. 



CHAP. I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 



Moved by the charity which beareth, believeth, hopeth, 
endureth all things, and never faileth, the Wesleyan 
Conference, held in Dublin, July 6, 1799, appointed 
Gideon Ouseley and Charles Graham as Mission- 
aries to the aboriginal Irish. This charity was more 
than human compassion — it was the love of Christ 
constraining them. The appointment was made at 
the urgent request of an Englishman, the Eev. Thomas 
Coke, LL.D., President of the Irish Conference that 
year. Having recently established Missions in Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, and the West 
Indies, not only " Asia," but Ireland also, was " written 
upon" the Doctor's " heart." He therefore formed a 
plan for introducing the Gospel among the benighted 
Romish peasantry, by Irish-speaking Missionaries, a 
plan deemed impracticable by many, considering the 
character of the people, and the then state of the 
country; but which, over-ruling a host of objections, and 
Surmounting formidable difficulties, he carried into 
execution with his usual decision and energy. This 
Prince of Missionaries, as he has been sometimes 
called, like the Founder of Methodism himself, fer- 



vently longed for the evangelization of Ireland. ** Of 
labour," he writes to one of the preachers in a letter 
now before me, " to kindle the same glorious flame in 
Birr as the Lord blessed us with in Dublin !" He 
lived to witness and to rejoice in such a flame through- 
out the length and breadth of the land. 

Further evidence of the lively and affectionate in- 
terest taken by the Doctor in Ireland is furnished by 
the following extract from a communication addressed 
by him to the Rev. Thomas Ridgeway, a few years 
after the appointment of the Irish Mission : — *' My 
long silence may, perhaps, lead you to imagine that 
my love for the brethren and the work in Ireland has 
abated. But I do assure you it is far from being so ; 
for, though I should be reluctant to trust any being 
with a full view of my heart, but Him who views it 
through the medium of the atoning blood, and whose 
candour is infinite ; yet I should have no scruple to 
consent, if it were possible, that you should see every 
winding of my heart in respect to Ireland, for you 
would see there nothing but love." Assigning his ab- 
sorbing labour in finishing his commentary as the 
reason of his silence, he proceeds : — '* On this account 
our Missionary fund has got again into debt, though 
nothing has been neglected which could forward the 
work carried on by the Irish Missionaries. It rejoices 
my very heart that your union with the English Con- 
ference is now so closely rivetted. May it increase 
more and more in everything consistent with the 
essential interests of the work in Ireland. I confess 
that when I came to you from the Conference at 
Leeds, I had my doubts whether it was not the de- 
sign of Providence to separate the two connexions. 



But the amiable spirit — 1 was going almost to call it 
the Divine spirit — ^which manifested itself towards 
you in the Bristol Conference, removed every doubt, 
and I do most sincerely pray that our Heavenly Father 
may unite the Methodists of East and West Britain 
in the closest and most indissoluble bonds in this 
world and to all eternity." These pages will show how 
the zeal thus manifested for the welfare of Ireland led 
to the conversion and subsequent usefulness of Fosset 
Tackaberrt. But the Doctor's philanthropy was un- 
eonfined. One of the five Missionaries who accom^ 
panied him to India mentioned to me, that every 
morning on the passage he was wont to sing : — 

" To me remains no place or time — 
My country is in every clime ; 
I can be calm and free from care 
On any shore, since God is there ; 
For regions none remote I call, 
Secure of finding God in all/' 

The Mission of Ouseley and Graham was oppor- 
tune. The country was convulsed the previous year 
by a sanguinary rebellion. Eecent events encouraged 
— the times seemed to invite — such an outbreak. The 
American colonies, now the United States, had been 
declared independent by the British Government in 
1783, after a sharp but fruitless struggle to maintain 
possession of them. The French, who aided the 
Americans in that war, gave flattering accoimts, on 
their return, of the new Kepublic. The people at 
once thought they saw a nation free and wise ; and 
these ** sovereign people," excitable and inconstant, 
soon gave practical and dread development to their 
ideas of liberty and equality, by beheading their King. 
Louis XYI. was led to the scaffold on t\xe ^\^\> ol 
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January, 1793. Then followed the French Eepublic. 
The chief political leaders and instigators of the Irish 
rebellion had imbibed American and French prin- 
ciples, having personally visited those countries. Lord 
Edward Fitzgerald fought under the Marquis of Com- 
wallis in the war of independence ; Wolf Tone's con- 
nexion with the French envoy obliged him to quit his 
native country, and in 1796 we find him an accredited 
agent in a correspondence between the French Direc- 
tory and the United Irishmen. Emmet was a deter- 
mined Republican, trained in the same school ; Henry 
and John Shears resided in Paris during the Reign of 
Terror, and, on their return home, boldly promulgated 
their revolutionary principles. Keogh had served 
also in the American war. 

Close students of human nature, and thoughtfully 
observant of passing occurrences, the Methodist Con- 
ference could distinguish between the motives and aims 
of the various parties concerned in the Insurrection of 
1798. The object of France was to himable Britain, 
to weaken her power, to lessen her resources. Corsica 
had been again taken by the English, and Napoleon, 
in his pride and resentment, reluctantly spared a few 
thousands of the armies of Italy and of the Rhine — 
meagre and wan from severe hardships — to undertake, 
under General Humbert, an expedition to Ireland. 
The separation of Ireland from England — the organi- 
sation of an Irish Republic after the American or 
French model — but ultimately the acquisition of terri- 
tory, and an increase of power and glory — incited 
France to this aggression.* 

• " Kecollect America," said this General in one of his mani- 
festoes, " free from the moment she Tdshed to he so. Union ? 
Liherty ! the Irish Bepuhlic !** — Maxwell. 



Pure and disinterested patriotism was rare among 
the Irish Insurgents — not, indeed, in profession, hut 
in practice. The political leaders concealed personal 
and selfish objects under the cloak of nationality, and, 
like others in later days, traded upon the simplicity 
and credulity of the populace to serve themselves. 
** While they promised them liberty, they themselves 
were the servants of corruption."* Some of them 
were men of broken fortimes ; and this enterprise was 
embarked in as a bold speculation to retrieve them. 
Place and emolument could not fail to reward them, 
did they but succeed in the attempt. Others were 
men of insatiable ambition, determined to climb to 
power, though they should peril life and limb. Such 
is the pride and folly of human nature that many, in 
different ages and countries, have jeoparded their 
lives to secure a brief notoriety and posthumous fame. 
Tone was the son of a coach-maker, and bred to the 
law, but, from his owa confessions, the instability of 
his character was unsuited to the profession. Hence, 
with a family unprovided for, having failed through 

sheer idleness or incapacity at the bar, he became 

** Weaiy with disaster ; tugg'd with fortune." 
He was one of those merciu-ial characters who cannot, 
or will not, dig ; who are ashamed to beg, and who 
spend a lifetime in wild speculations and insane pro- 
jects. Other instances, to illustrate the above remarks, 
might also be adduced. 

A careful reader of that portion of Irish history 
will soon perceive that nothing was farther from the 
intention of these men, generally, than to establish 
Popery. Bather was it their deep-seated purpose to 

♦2 Pet., ii. 19. 
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overthrow all forms of what they regarded as despotism. 
Emmet was, by his own avowal, a determined InfideL 
The clergyman who attended him, after sentence of 
death had been pronomiced, vainly tried to eradicate 
his erroneous opinions ; all arguments were unavail- 
ing. While proceeding to the place of execution, 
Emmet listened for a short time patiently ; then he 
replied, " I appreciate your motives, and thank you 
for your kindness, but you merely disturb the last 
moments of a dying man imnecessarily. I am an 
Infidel from conviction, and no reasoning can shake 
my unbelief." 

The French invaders did not care to hide their con- 
tempt for the superstitions of Eome. When, at Castle- 
bar, a drunken Priest asked the General's permission 
to celebrate mass in the Protestant Church, Humbert 
laughed, and replied, that *' he might say mass where 
he pleased, provided that he did not require him to 
attend it." The men openly boasted that they had 
just driven the Pope out of Italy, and did not expect 
to find him so suddenly in Ireland ; and the officers 
were astonished and disgusted to hear the recruits de- 
clare, when offering their service, that they were come 
to take arms for France and the blessed Virgin. The 
ruling idea of these adventurers, and of their leading 
political allies in the country, was the overthrow of the 
British Monarchy, and the establishment of a Demo- 
cratic form of Government. 

The object of the ecclesiastical leaders was not to 
substitute Monarchy by Oligarchy or Democracy — 
except so far as either mode might subserve their ulti- 
mate piuposes — but to extirpate what they called 
heresy, and to make the Pope supreme Kuler. This 
design soon being made patent in the proceedings of 



Ihe "Wextbrd Priests, nominal Protestants, with Be- 
publican predilections, like Bagenal Harvey, became 
the subjects, first of alarm and trepidation, and then 
of mortification and despair. The horrible atrocity at 
Scullabogue Bam, where a large number of Protes- 
tants, men, women, and children, were binned to 
death, by the express orders of a Priest, having pro- 
voked expressions of displeasure from that lay General, 
the presumption was punished by his deposition from 
the command. Father Corrin did not interpose to 
save the lives of the Protestants at Wexford Bridge 
until many of them had been massacred. This seem- 
ing act of mercy was only performed when certain in- 
formation reached the town that Vinegar Hill was 
encompassed by the King's troops. His interference 
just then would be a natural expedient to save his own 
head. 

The Eomish peasantry can scarcely be said to have 
had difierent aims from their ghostly advisers. It may 
be that some of them hoped for temporal advantage 
when the Kepublican doctrine of equality in rank and 
property should have come into operation. Their 
chief bushiess, according to theb: instructions, was to 
exterminate Protestantism, and thereby to merit 
Heaven. The great Irish evangelist, Ouseley, was 
even more disposed to pity than to blame the people, 
" God forgive the priests," he used to pray, well- 
knowing that the guilt of Irish ignorance and crime 
lay chiefly at their door. The populace — ^undiscem- 
ing, excitable, trained from childhood to commit their 
judgment, conscience, and will to the keeping of 
others, and therefore plastic in the hands of their 
guides — have too often been made the tools and dupes 
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of designing demagogues. And yet a Eomish prelate 
of *98 insinuates that the people were the instigators 
of the Eebellion, and that the priests, to retain their 
popularity and secure a livelihood, were forced to 
comply with the popular will. Charity would, if it 
could, believe that, in uttering this sentiment, the 
bishop was not speaking lies in hypocrisy. 

As to the part acted in those tragic scenes by the 
Presbyterians of Ulster, it was easy to foresee that 
their imion with the heretic-hating Southerns could 
neither be cordial nor of long continuance. The con- 
nexion existing between the North of Ireland and the 
States of America was affectionate and intimate. The 
colonies and the Northern Protestants were united by 
ties of blood. From almost every homestead persons 
had emigrated — for as yet the tide of Popish expatria- 
tion had scarcely begun to flow — and, although under 
different skies, the breasts of parents, brothers, and chil- 
dren were panting for like freedom. Those, therefore, 
who, under other circumstances, might have regarded 
the distant struggle with apathy, ardently sympathised 
with the revolted colonies, and openly exulted when 
they gained their independence Whether this disaf- 
fection to England was originated or fostered by the 
remembrance of persecutions endiured by their ances- 
tors under the Second Charles, or whether it is to be 
traced exclusively to the cause above assigned, is a 
question which does not comport with the design of 
this volume to discuss. The fact itself is matter of 
painful history. Still, nothing could be more distant 
than their principles and objects from those of the 
Southern conspirators. Religious bigotry — a fond 
hope of making Papal rule predominant and universal 
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— was, in the one case, the actuatmg sprmg ; in the 
other, a desire for organic change in the Home Go- 
vernment, and its assimilation to the American model, 
is apparent. It were well if those Ulster Presbyterians 
who joined that unholy alliance had pondered the 
fact, that the spirit and designs of the Church of 
Kome were the same in 1798 as in the days of George 
Wishart and Cardinal Beaton ; and that the British 
Monarchy had changed its principles since the time 
that the insane attempt was made to force Episcopacy 
upon Scotland, by sword and gibbet. In proportion 
as the designs of Popery and Infidelity were developed. 
Northern zeal cooled. French Atheists, Komish en- 
thusiasts, Irish patriots, and Protestant Eepublicans, 
like the materials of the great Image (Dan. ii.), could 
not cohere. 

A year after the Methodist Irish Mission had been 
appointed, the Act was passed, constituting Great 
Britain and Ireland "the United Kingdom." This 
Act gave a death blow to the hopes of those who had 
fondly dreamed of separation and independence for a 
country whose resources and capabilities for self- 
government existed more in imagination than reality. 
Numerous facts proved that, had the daring enter- 
prise recently attempted been successful, the yoke 
ready to be imposed was the Ecclesiastical — that of 
Eome — the most grinding and degrading form of 
human tyranny. The heavy blow thus given to Utopian 
schemes, and the consequent subsidence of political 
excitement, were circumstances which favoured the 
spread of the Gospel. The land was weary of projects^ 
wars, and commotions, fruitless in everything but dia* 
appointment and misery. 
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Men now began, with a renewal of confidence, to re- 
turn to their former pursuits. The North was tran- 
quillised — the manufacturer, the agriculturist, the 
merchant, resuming the shuttle, the spade, the counter. 
The insurgent Presbyterians, with few exceptions, had 
thoroughly detected the anti-Protestant, foreign, and 
anti-national designs treacherously hidden under the 
guise of liberty, and became sincere converts to the 
solid advantages secured to the community by a nicely 
balanced and well-ordered Constitution. In other 
parts of the kingdom the embers smouldered, though 
the flame was extinguished — the sea heaved after the 
storm had subsided. 

Martial law continued in force till March, 1799. 
This explains the necessity for the measure adopted 
by Dr. Coke, at the ensuing Conference, to facilitate 
the mission of Ouseley and Graham. He procured 
protection for them from the Marquis Comwallis, 
then Lord Lieutenant, addressed to all the civil and 
military authorities. The manner of the appointment 
was as wise as it was benevolent. They were not con- 
fined to a circuit, but at full liberty to travel through 
the whole land — ^to fill Ireland with their doctrine. 
The permission given by the Government to all the 
preachers of the connexion, to exercise their ministry 
during the Insurrection, was no small expression of 
confidence in their disinterested loyally ; confidence 
justified, before and since, by the tried principles of 
the body. 

The chief agents employed in the earlier Irish Mission 
were remarkably fitted for their work. The first of 
.these, Thomas Walsh, appointed by Mr. Wesley him- 
self, besides his fluency in the Irish tongue, which 
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sometimes saved his life, was remarkable not only 
for sanctity, tender pity for the blind led by the blind 
injthe Church of Eome, to which he formerly belonged^ 
cogency of argument, and aptness of illustration, but 
for the earnestness of his manner, and the frequency 
of his appeals to Divine authority. Once that Mr. 
Tackaberry visited Wexford, he went to see an aged 
woman, who, he understood, was personally acquainted 
with him. Having mentioned his name, her counte- 
nance brightened and her manner became animated. 
" What do you know," she asked, ** about Thomas 
Walsh ?" " Why, I have read his memoirs with plea- 
sure and profit." " ! but I knew him," she added, 
with deep enlotion. ** Well, and what sort of preacher 
was he ?" ** 0, he was the preacher !" ** Yes ; but 
what was the character of his preaching ?" "0, it 
was he who knew how to preach ! In the middle of 
his sermon, he used to clasp his hands in an agony of 
prayer that tlie people might be converted now; and, 
under his ministry, God saved my soul." His habit 
was, she said, to demonstrate the doctrines he taught 
by numerous and forcible quotations from the Word 
of God.* 

• It is related of Mr. Walsh, that, in the midst of severe 
study, regardless of bodily weakness and suffering, his custom 
was to rise and sing :— . 

" O, love, how cheering is thy ray, 
All pain before thy presence flies ! 
Care, anguish, sorrow, melt away. 

Where'er thy healing beams arise ! 
0, Jesus, nothing may I see, 
Nothing desire or seek but thee !" 
Such an apostrophe to incarnate love, and at such times, fur- 
Dishes no slender proof of his high attainments in holiness, and 
qualifications for the office of the Christian nunistry. 



None of these evangelists, perhaps, equalled Ouselet 

in tact, for addressing promiscuous multitudes in the 

open air. An instance of such tact, of which I was an 

eye and ear witness, occurred one Sabbath evening, in 

the town of Drogheda. Leaving his hat in the Tholsel, 

and standing on the steps, he commenced singing a 

Hymn. Soon a crowd gathered around, chiefly Ko- 

manists. The last verse he simg was : — 

" To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Who sweetly all agree 
To save a world of sinners lost, 
Eternal glory be !" 

•* Now," he said in familiar style, " you all believe 

that — ^whatever religion you are of — ^you believe there's 

a God ? I know you do. Aye, and you believe in the 

Trinity — that there are three persons in one God ? 

To be sure you do. And you've all made a covenant 

with that one God in your baptism, whatever Church 

you belong to, that you'd renounce the Devil and all 

his works. I'm come here to put you in mind of it 

— to get you to keep your covenant, and be true to 

God. And if you kaep your covenant, what altered 

times we'll have ! what happy times we'll have ! Then 

we'll have no more cursing and swearing ; then, no 

more people will be seen rolling drunk through the 

streets on a Sunday." Here, a man in the crowd 

shouted, ** The Devil thrust you with a glass yourself, 

if you had it." At this the preacher seemed horrified. 

" Oh ! oh !" he cried ; "Did you hear that man ? Oh ! 

did you hear him blaspheming in the open day? 

Look," said he, pointing at him with his finger, " there 

he is !" The man held down his head abashed, and 

gave no further interruption. The missionary pro- 
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needed in the same strain until he uttered a sentiment 
to which a woman, who stood beside me, objected 
with great earnestness, in Irish. Turning towards 
her with surprise and displeasure, he exclaimed, 
" Oh ! did you hear that woman ? Did you hear 
what she said ? She's drunk this time o* day ! There 
she is — ^look at her !" She said no more until at the 
close, she observed, with much emotion, in my heai^ 
ing, " Well, that's the best sermon I ever heard !" 
Mr. Ouseley concluded an address of about twenty-five 
or thirty minutes, by repeating the Lord's Prayer. As 
he bowed, and was going to get his hat, a man cried 
out, "You forgot the * Hail Mary' — ^why didn't you 

say the * Hail Mary ? ' " Mr. turned upon him 

with fervent indignation : " How dare you speak so 
disrespectfully of the blessed Virgin? You're very 
impertinent. How dare you ! " A rebuke which 
seemed to meet with imiversal approbation. 

The sincere reverence with which he was wont to 
speak of the ** blessed " Mary procured him many a 
respectful hearing. I was present on another occasion, 
in the town of Granard, when he announced for his 
text Mark xvi. 16, 16. The congregation, chiefly 
Romanists, filled all the available rooms of an im- 
tenanted house. His divisions were bold, and rather 
polemical : 

I. What sort of men did Christ send to preach his 
Gospel ? 

II. What was it they preached ? The Gospel. 
m. The effects which followed. 

The difficulty was to discuss the subject inoffensively, 

and yet not shun to declare the whole coimsel of God. 

In answering the first question, he went on to say that 
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the men who got the commission in the text were not 
horse-racers, card-players, or drunkards — ^leaving his 
congregation to make their own inferences concerning 
immoral ministers and priests. In explaining the 
second point, he bore heavily upon tradition, without 
once naming it. The Gospel they preached was the 
inspired — the mitten Gospel. "Now," he said, ad- 
dressing himself to the mothers present — **If your 
child was sick, you*d send for the doctor, wouldn't you? 
To be sure you would. Well, the doctor comes, you 
describe the child's S3m[iptoms, and he begins to pre- 
scribe. Give it this — don't give it that — in so many 
hours give it the other — and in so long a time after 
repeat it again. But you will say, ** Fm afraid IH 
forget it, doctor; write it down, if you please." Here 
there was a loud murmur through the congregation, 
for they perceived his drift, and there was reason to 
fear for his personal safety ; but he contrived to in- 
troduce the name of the Virgin Mary at the moment 
with an expression of respectful regard. The ferment 
subsided immediately, and he finished without serious 
interruption. 

The zeal of this evangelist never cooled. In old 
age it retained all the quenchless ardour of youth ; and 
it was the pm-e flame of love — ^love to the erring and 
the deceived, especially in Ireland. Once that he 
was at the Mission-house in London, he was asked 
in the committee to engage in prayer for two 
missionaries just appointed to the foreign field. A 
few petitions were devoted to them, when, forgetting 
all other topics, he poured out his soul, in agonizing 
earnestness, for "his poor country." Another visit 
which he paid to Drogheda while I was stationed there. 
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will fumisli an instnictive example of this undimi- 
nished zeaJ. This was in his seventy-third year. 
Preaching in the chapel on a Sahhath evening, he 
amionnced that he would preach there again next 
morning at seven o'clock. By mistake he was at the 
gate an hour before the time. Going to the Tholsel 
to ascertain the hour correctly, I followed, and found 
him preaching to the labourers who were waiting to 
be hired. And here an incident occurred, illustrative 
of his calm trust in the distinguishing care of Divine 
IVovidence. A large sea-shell, flimg with violence 
from a window opposite, fell at his feet with fearful 
crash. He continued his address unmoved, and 
without caring to notice it. As we returned to the 
chapel, I said, " Mr. Ouseley, that shell would have 
inflicted serious injuiy had it struck you ; it was 
within half a yard of hitting you." Making the usual 
motion with his jfinger — "An inch,*' he replied, "is as 
good as a mile !" He kept his appointment at seven. 

As he advanced in life, the overthrow of Popery be- 
came his absorbing desire — it might almost be said 
his single aim — ^and the " ruling passion" was " strong 
in death." This feature is distinctly marked by the 
Bev. William Eeilly, in his excellent "memorial" of 
him. A brother from the country mentioned to me 
that he once visited the venerable missionary in his 
last illness. The permission to pray was readily 
given. As he earnestly supplicated that God might 
graciously sustain his suffering servant, and admi- 
nister an abundant entrance to him into Heaven, Mr. 
Ouseley interposed, saying, " Stop, dear — ^pray — ^pray 
that I may live to see an end of that fell Apostacy !" 

Bough in his exterior ; sound in his pliy^i^^^ c;oxl- 
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stitution ; overflowing in compassion'for the millions 
oppressed and ruined by priestly cupidity and des- 
potism ; thoroughly enlightened in his opposition to 
doctrinal Popery, as embodied in the Trent Canons ; 
chary of politics ; decisive in purpose ; fearless of 
danger ; ever on the aggressive ; superabundant in 
labours ; preaching occasionally six times a day, *' m 
and out," as himself used to phrase it; unmoved by ap^ 
palling difficulties, like another ** Great Heart ;*' and 
withal, a refreshing example of patient continuance 
in well-doing — ^he was the Martin Luther of the 
Irish Eeformation. 

Scarcely inferior — in some respects superior — ^was 
Chables Graham, his early companion in labour and 
travel ; a man whose memory is worthy of all honour, 
and to whose character, as an Irish evangelist, there is 
reason to hope justice will yet be done. 

Mr. Graham was eminently spiritual — a good man^ 
full of the Holy Ghost and of faith. Nor did 

*^ His faith forsake its hold, 
His hope decline, his love grow cold," 

as the following fact will evince : — 

Towards the close of his ministry, he was in the 
habit of making a pastoral visit monthly, at mid-day, 
to the family of Mr. Morris, of Ballycanew. The last 
time he called, there was such extraordinary power 
and unction in his prayer, that Mrs. Morris en- 
quired, " Mr. Graham, is your soul nearer to God> 
than usual ?" " Q! yes," he replied, "much nearer.** 
She never saw him more. 

In him, also, abhorrence to Eomish delusions, 
pity for the deluded, and indignation against the 
dehiders, fervently commingled. Preaching onoe^ in 
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the village above referred to, he took for his text; 
;* Why stand ye here all the day idle ?" Not caring 
to spend long time in demonstrating what was the 
original scope of the parable, he proceeded to make a 
practical use of the pointed interrogatory, by showing 
who might be considered religiously "idle." Having 
instanced other examples — ** This morning," he said, 
"as I was riding here to preach, I was overtaken by a 
man, galloping furiously, to go for the priest." Then 
pausing, he exclaimed, with energy, " he was idle !" 

His regular custom was, when on the Newtownbarry 
mission, to preach in the markets weekly. In this 
work, he bad trial of cruel mockings, with various 
other annoyances. But none of these things moved 
him. For out-door preaching he was pre-eminently 
qualified. A penetrating look, a commanding voice, 
and an autlioritative manner, awed, silenced, and fixed 
the attention of his street congregations. An instance 
may be given. At a watch-night in Gorey, he pub- 
lished that the Rev. Charles Mayno would preach in 
the street the next day. The time arrived, but the 
crowd yelled, and some began to stone the preacher. 
Unable to proceed, that mild and amiable minister 
sidd, " If you keep quiet, I'll preach;" but in vain. 
Here Mr. Graham stood up, and stretching out his 
hand, cried, with stentorian voice, " Mark him that 
throws ! mark him that throws !" He then gave them 
a brief, pointed, affectionately-earnest exhortation on 
the Ml of man, the desperate wickedness of the 
human heart, the necessity of repentance, and the 
right method of turning to God — to which they 
listened with patient attention. Addressing a friend 
who accompanied him through the street to his 
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lodging, he said, ** Mark my words, Allan ; good wiU 
result from this meeting." It was according to his 
faith. A man, thoroughly awakened to a sense of his 
condition as a sinner, soon after obtaiped mercy, be- 
came established in grace, and had a church formed 
in his house. Thus did the hardy husbandman sow 
without regarding the wind, and thus did God mul- 
tiply the sower's seed. 

Nor was it by preaching in the highways and hedges, 
the streets and lanes only, that Mr. Graham laboured 
to bring Romanists to the knowledge of the truth, but 
by personal argument when opportunity served. His 
reasonings, in such free and friendly discussions, were 
often irresistible. On one occasion he held a length- 
ened debate with one of them, on " Which is the true 
Church?" **Now, friend," said Mr. G., at last, "I 
will ask you one question : If I went next Sunday to 
the Chapel where you attend, and took out of it all 
the bad characters — the rogues, liars, drunkards, 
swearers, profligates, &c., how many, think you, would 
I leave behind ?" " Why, sir," the man replied, con- 
founded, " If you went so close as that, you would 
take the priest off the altar !" An argument more con- 
clusive, because more intelligible, more simple, more 
palpable than that in Milner's End of Controversy ! Two 
Romanists, who afterwards became able ministers of 
the New Testament, in the Wesleyan body, were con- 
verted, through grace, from error to truth, from sin to 
God, by such affectionate demonstrations and appeals 
in private, on the part of Mr. Graham. He was held 
in the highest veneration and esteem by those among 
whom he laboured. His great faithfulness and use- 
fulness as a preacher, his pastoral spirit and £Eitherly 
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maimer, when on the mission above named, had so 
endeared him to the people, that his parting from 
them bore an almost literal resemblance to that of 
Paul from the Ephesian elders : " And they all wept 
sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed him ; sor- 
rowing most of all for the words which he spake, that 
they should see his face no more." 

The following contrast between him and Ouseley 
is from the pen of one who had an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the men and their communications : 

" The Irish missionaries, most distinguished at any 
time, were the late Kev. Gideon Ouseley and the Rev. 
Charles Graham — men dissimilar in their character 
and talents, but each inspired with a pure zeal for 
the truth of Christ, for the salvation of sinners, and 
both perfect masters of the Irish language. Mr. Gra- 
ham had no pretensions to grammatical knowledge : 
Mr. Ouseley was a scholar. The former was gifted 
naturally with the power of persuasion ; the latter with 
powers of reasoning that were irresistible. The voice 
of Mr. Graham was soft and musical, and his words 
flowed like a river that swept all resistance before it : 
the voice of Mr. Ouseley was sometimes rough and 
sepulchral, from frequently preaching in the open air ; 
but his eloquence, particularly in the Irish language, 
was like the torrent that dashed over the impending 
rock, and spread a verdure and freshness on the vale. 
Mr. Graham would sometimes, by the natural force of 
a mind filled with holy truth, bring the Scriptures to 
bear upon the errors and prejudices of men in a man- 

• 

ner that would convince all. Mr. Ouseley, by argu- 
ments the most logical, by research — varied and 
extensive— applied to eveiy case and every mind. 



20 

would stop the mouths of gainsayers, and make 
even the enemies of truth cry out, ' It*s all true, and 
it's useless to deny it/ During the earlier times of 
their career, many hundreds of those educated in the 
errors of the Bomish creed were converted from their 
delusions and sins, and added to the living Church 
of Jesus Christ. Graham laboured until, going to one 
of his places from the town of Athlone, the weary 
wheels of life nearly stood still ; his head fell down 
on hb horse's neck, and he was conveyed to his house. 
In a few days his happy spirit took its flight 

" Ouseley laboured until within a few days of his 
lamented death. The names of those devoted men 
have no longer a place in the annals of time; but the 
remembrance of their zeal, their labours, and their 
virtues, shall be cherished while patriotism and a love 
of truth shall have a place in our cotmtry." 

William Hamilton, appointed missionary to the 
Province of Ulster in 1804, but called to the Irish 
Itinerancy in 1788, by the Rev. John Wesley, exhi- 
bited a more striking and happy adaptation to the 
Evangelistic work, in some respects, than any of his 
cotemporary fellow-labourers. Could he but preach 
in the Irish language, he would have been truly emi- 
nent as the minister of God for good to his country- 
men. As it was, he possessed qualities of mind and 
heart which rendered him everywhere acceptable and 
useful. Plain and unprepossessing in his personal 
appearance ; unpolished in manner ; homely, if not 
rude, in speech ; kindly afiectioned to all, especially 
to the young ; ever burning with desire to honour his 
Divine Master, by saving souls from death ; he was 
endowed with an original genius, a sparkling mt, 
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generally exciting'the pleasurable emotions — ^not to 
say the risibility of his hearers — and largely subserving 
the purposes of his mission. Sententious, pointed, 
full of familiar — sometimes humorous— illustration, 
allowable, perhaps, in him, but dangerous to imitate 
— ^his sermons were short, designed for impression, 
and could not fail to be understood, felt, and re- 
membered. A minister who was present relates that, 
preaching once in the open air at Oxmantown Green, 
in Dublin, to a mixed and turbulent multitude — a 
place not far from Newgate Prison —and seeing them 
bent on mischief, he called upon them to engage in 
prayer. With much solemnity he began : ** Glory be 
to God for Hell ! Glory be to God for a place in 
which the wicked are to be confined eternally ! O 
Lord, Hell in the other world is like Newgate in this ! 
Only for Newgates in this world, and Hell in the other, 
none of us would get leave to live at all !" Struck 
with admiration at the startling truth, and convicted 
in their consciences, his congregation were awed into 
silence, and gave him a respectful hearing. 

The originality referred to is manifest in all his 
epistolary communications. Shortly after I was 
stationed at Dundalk — ^he having spent two years 
there previously as a supernumerary — I received a 
letter from him, of which the following is an extract : 

" My dear Brother, — I have no personal acquaint- 
ance with you — but, as you are a brother chip, I make 
free to write you a line. I spent two happy years in 
Dimdalk, and love the people there very much. I 
hope they are increasing in number and grace, and 
would be greatly pleased to know it. Siu*e you will 
search all the comers of the town, warning e^eiy TCidSL 
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ttid teaching every man, that yon may be a general 
blessing ; and don't wait till the people send for you, 
bnt run into every house, especially where they are 
not amongst us— they have the most need — and say, 
' Behold the Lamb/ 

** I hope you have left shame and fear behind you, or 
aent them to Hell, where they came from — ^they are 
great enemies to Methodist preachers : they will prevent 
^ou from preaching on the street, if they can, at the 
upper market-house, after church, where you would 
have a great congregation ; and this would help to fill 
your house in the evening. But the Devil, and even 
some of our old friends there, would not like it Never 
ask them ; but> like the herald of the Lord, go out 
with your trumpet, and sound an alarm in that open 
place, and tell the people that Methodism is alive, and 
rising over all. I remember, four and-forty years ago, 
in Tralee, when I was but a boy, and had only a small 
ram's horn, to be up on the street, crying aloud, 
'turn, or bum/ It is true the stones were flying 
over my head, which is now white, but was never cut 
yet. Street preaching should never cease till time is 
no more. 

*' I wish you would inquire after Mr. C/s sister about 
Forkhill — her son lives next to the inn in DundalL 
Call there. His brother A was in society : fol- 
low him. Sit and read for B. G. sometimes ; and if 

old K is out of Hell, don't let him into it, if you 

can. Go out the road through the turnpike ; call at 
M. M.'s school, and over the hills where I used to go ; 

call with Mr. P , the old preacher's son, and in 

many houses up the road toward B. H.'s and down 
Barrack street, and everywhere the Devil has been, and 
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leave yotir track behind you. The more you do fot 
God, the better he will like you, and the brighter 
your crown. 

" Perhaps I hare cut out as much work for you as 
you will be abl e to make up for a while. * * * 
Yours in sincerity, Wm. Hamilton." 

In another letter he informs me that it was he who 
recommended Mr. Ouseley for the work of the mi- 
nistry, adding that the connexion should value him 
very much. It too often happens that blessings, while 
in possession, are not estimated according to their 
worth, and that their removal only fully demonstrates 
their value. It ought to be otherwise. The labours 
of that great evangelist were not the less to be appre- 
ciated when Ireland was blessed with them, than 
since he was taken to Heaven. 

Other extracts will place the features in Mr. Hamil- 
ton's character under consideration more vividly be- 
fore the reader : 

** My good Brother — ^You live in my affections. 
My heart is full of the preachers. I was highly 
pleased that Mr. Newton preached there in Kilkenny. 
I have a sermon of his, in the American newspaper 
sent me by my son, on Phil. iv. 6, 7, well worth a 
pound note. May God spare him long to the Church. 

" Mr. Ouseley and I raised the Devil on the street 
in Kilkenny, about thirty years ago, and the Mayor 
was brought to lay him. The mob pelted him when 
he came, and we had to fly to the preaching-house. 
You are at the Gaelick you say. You do well to learn 
all you can, and use it when needful (see 1 Cor. xiv. 
39). A little of it may be very useful on the streets 
and in travelling the road. They would take you foi 
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the sagart (priest), and confess as they have done with 
me. A newspaper tells me that ahout 700 of the 
Papists have turned to Church, about Dingle : so much 
out of their * seven millions,' as they say. Babylon 
must fall — down with it. We had a good class meet- 
ing last Sunday. I was up and over the hills before 
seven o'clock. I have now seen about eleven years of 
Sundays, and still more alive to God than ever, I 
never was a man of sorrows. I had my trials in com- 
mon with others, but I endeavoured to sing my cares 
away: 

*** Cheerful and blithe my way pursue, 

And with the promised land in view, 

Singing to God return.' 

" Do you keep all the rules of society yourself, and 
insist on the members to do so ? The rules should be 
read from the pulpit sometimes, and explained, instead 
of a sermon. Why not ? The preacher would do well 
to ask the family where he lodges, one by one, has he 
got religion? For I see some in society not even 
seeking for it. And inquire if they have family wor- 
ship on the week-days. * * Alas ! there is too 
much ill-temper in families when the preacher is not 
there, and these things should be often hinted at in 
the congregation. I do not like long sermons or 
meetings of any kind. * * * Q-g^ acquainted 
with all you can, make free with every one, and it is 
a hard turf a warm coal would not kindle." 

The following is a graphic description of the toils, 
endurances, dangers, and encouragements of our early 
Irish missionaries : — 

" My hand is stiff, as you see, and only for a sense 
of duty I would hardly write any. When you men- 
tioned Keady, and preaching on the streets there, I 
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remembered that on the road one Simday, above 
Keady, the missionary spirit came upon me, near 
forty years ago, and in a few minutes I had an oppor- 
tunity of exercising it, by a crowd coming down the 
road. So I dismounted, called them to the side of a 
turf stack, and preached like an angel — as well as 
I could. Next day I went to the market of Aughna- 
cloy and preached. The same spirit has remained 
with me ever since, and will I think to the end. I have 
been ten years on the Irish mission, ridingthrough fairs 
and markets in every part of the kingdom, sometimes 
shouting, * Come all of you here ! come all of you 
here !* and sitting on my saddle, preached with delight; 
sometimes on * the Devil has desu'ed to have you ;* 
at other times on * Christ died for the ungodly ;' but 
chiefly on * Cease to do evil, learn to do well.' In this 
way, by loud speaking, I got a crack in my earthen 
vessel, but a hoop has kept it, these many years, safe 
and well. This light infantry work tends greatly 
to crucify the old man. I never slept soimder than 
after a day's work of this kind. I often had to endure 
cruel mockings, with many B,honomondhoul, (your soul 
to the Devil) and stones flying — but I watched as well 
as prayed, and still escaped wonderfully. When up 
the country I was in most danger, had to get license 
and cany arms for my defence, after being way-laid 
by a crowd of Papists, in a lonely place, who started 
up on all sides, and cried * Deliver.' By a strong 
horse and good spin's I made my way through them, 
but they beat poor Ouseley greatly. 

** In the county Mayo our lodgings were not good. 
The little kitchen was the cow-house, preaching-house, 

D 
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dining room, and sometimes bed-ebamber and all. If 
there was a bed-room I bad to pick my steps going to 
bed, for the wet. Often the dog would come through 
the hole of the wall, and lie down beyond me, with- 
out ever washing his feet, and madam sow, with her 
fEonily, under the bed — ^but the blessing of God was 
with us. * * Often, while the people were cry- 
ing for pardon, the cows had like to break their ties. 
The conversion of S. B., his mother, and many more 
of the Papists, made up for all the trouble. 

** Mr. Ouseley has been a blessing to thousands in 
Ireland. His zeal has stirred up many of the 
preachers to open their mouths wider. Methodism 
is only in its youth. By the time it is another him- 
dred years old, it will be the glory of the earth. With 
respect to the jubilee to come, (the centuary celebra- 
tion) I leave that to wiser heads ; but I believe it will 
be a good time. My own soul is often as full of 
heavenly joy as it can well contain. We serve a good 
Master : He will soon say, * Well done,* and then, O ! 
how joyful the conqueror's song. * * Keep yoiu* 
place and govern all, but let none govern you. I am 
Sony for poor E . She was a gentle, sweet crea- 
ture. Your good wife should often see her and pray 
with her. The preacher's wife should be the second 
volume to himself. Mind the outskirts of the town, 
where I used to be. I suppose you have prayer 
meetings among them in the week. 

** P.S. — J. F , intending to be a priest, I met 

in the Bullock-land, and put a little book in his 
hand — "Alleine's Alarm." God opened his eyes, and 
he is now a clergymou in the Chiu'ch, in the county 
Roscommon — the fruit of the mission." 
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What a sample Hiis letter gives of the privations and 
sufferings ckeetfuUy submitted to by the primitive 
agents of Methodism in Ireland, that they might 
preach among benighted Eomanists and neglected 
Protestants the unsearchable riches of Christ ! 

The missionary spirit did " remain" with him, as 
well as his friend Ouseley, " to the end." He heard, 
with joy, that Mr. Holmes ** had made the streets of 
Newry ring with the sound of his ram's horn," be- 
cause that this was ** the way to fill the house with 
the congregation, and to keep the people from sleep- 
mg." He went out himself to the fields, when resid- 
ing near that town, stood on a great rock every dry 
Sunday, and ministered to listening crowds. He 
counselled me earnestly to follow the soldiers, to 
speak to them on the streets, and to " make haste, 
for the Devil was busy, and would run everywhere." 
He warned me kindly to keep out of debt, saying, 
** Much depends on the preacher*s wife in this matter ; 
but I suppose you have the best you could get, in 
every sense.*' He urged attention to the children's 
meeting, by the consideration that it was '' a fine 
nursery for the Chiu'ch;" and that young persons 
should be employed as missionary and chapel-fund 
collectors; for his motto was, " All hands to work for 
A good Master." This letter he Ihus concludes : ** I 
tell that wonder with joy, a Methodist Chapel in the 
city of Paris! May your joys abound every day! 
Does your wife meet a class ? 

William Hamilton." 

The young man appointed with me to the Dundalk 
circuit, a yoimg man of promise, having yielded to 
discouragement, resolved, almost immediately, to re^ 
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turn home. At my instance, Mr. Hamilton wrote to 
dissuade him from his purpose. The letter will at 
once he recognized as a true picture of the man, men- 
tally, spiritually, ministerially : 

** My dear Brother B. — Last night, I heard that 
you have thoughts of grounding your arms. That 
is to me a good sign : If you were not likely to he 
very useful in the Church, tlie Devil would rather you 
should ,stay in the work; but he is afraid of you, 
and wishes you to go home. If you would, all the 
Devils in Hell would set up a shout and say, * See 
how we chased him off his station !* Forbid it, Lord ! 
My first circuit was Brookborough — 1788. I had not 
gone twice round till I met the Devil, who told me 
(what was very true) that I was a weak and useless 
creature, and that it was a shame to impose upon the 
people by sending such a novice amongst them. I 
believed all he said, and off I ran, till I was half way 
home, and met a good woman that asked me where I 
was going? I told her. She said it was the Devil 
was hunting me, and turned me back to the work; 
saying it was like what the Devil would do. When 
W. D. came to me his second year, in Sligo, he took 
the same disorder — ^began to cry one day, said he was 
not fit for the work, and should go home. I thought 
of the Brookboro' Devil, hooted him out of it, dried 
up his tears, encouraged him, and he did very 
well ever since. *Tis a shame to be cowai'dly. Take 
courage ; draw your sword like a man ; be it long or 
short — sharp or blunt — and make a flom'ish, as if you 
were not afraid, and youll frighten the fiend to his 
own Hell! Take your harp from the willow, and 
sing your cares away. You will do as well as you can, 
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and an angel can do no more. If all the preachers 
in the connexion were to look at themselves more 
than at their Helper, we might all go home ; but God 
is with us, and that is all, and the best of all. 

** When you get your breath a little, send me a line, 
and tell me all the tricks the Devil plays on you, for 
I am not ignorant of his devices. Are you from Mount- 
charles or thereabout, where I was in 1789 ? I will 
be glad to correspond with you, and help you against 
yoiur foe. Take your sling — God will put a stone in 
it, and you'll win the well-fought day. Yours affec- 
tionately, Wm. Hamilton, an Old Soldier, 

To Brother B., a Young Recruit." 

Devoted to God from the age of fourteen ; called 
by the Rev. John Wesley into the Irish Itinerancy ; 
the joyftd witness of many blessed revivals of religion ; 
well versed in Holy Scripture ; apt to teach ; earnestly 
solicitous for the welfare of the young; an ardent 
lover of his country; vigorous in faith; warm in 
charity ; buoyant in spirit ; cheerful in hope ; patient 
in tribulation— Mr. Hamilton finished his self-sacri- 
ficing course, his race of glory and of shame, with this 
refreshing and edifying testimony: "My soul is on 
the wing. I am very happy. I bless the day that I 
was bom. What hath the world to equal this ? I 
bid its smiles and frowns farewell — for, * Angels beckon 
me away, and Jesus bids me come.* If I could shout 
that the world might hear, I would tell of the love of 
God my Saviour. Not a cloud ! Victory over death ! 
The sting is taken away ! Glory to God !" 

The success of the Irish Mission soon rendered 
necessaiy an increase in the number of agents. 
Andbbw Taylor was added in 1 805. Other estimable 
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men also shared its toils and triumphs. Orrr design 
requires that these characteristic notices be closed 
with him. 

Mr. Taylor could not preach in Irish, and yet he 
was an able and efltective Irish missionary. While a 
knowledge of the language is a powerful auxiliary — 
an infallible means of access to the Irish heart — such 
knowledge, without zeal or energy, is of little or no 
avail. 

To suppose that fluency in the native tongue is an 
absolutely essential qualification for an Irish evangelist 
is an error. This the career of Messrs. Hamilton 
and Taylor abundantly proves. It is most desirable 
— it is invaluable — when found in connexion with 
piety to God, charity to man, and burning zeal — the 
indispensable requisites. Before the famine, it is calcu- 
lated that the Irish-speaking population amounted to 
3,000,000. But how many of these understood and 
could converse in English more or less ? The major 
part of them ! And shall such multitudes be left to 
perish in ignorance and vice until, as if by miracle, 
men are raised up able to preach to them in the ver- 
nacular language? Let the churches employ the 
most suitable agents within reach, until they can se- 
cure such as they desire. Meanwhile, if Irish -speaking 
Eomanists are ever to be converted from the error of 
their way, why not missionaries take the same pains 
to qualify themselves for the task as those do who are 
sent to distant lands ? 

Another mistake into which some persons, sincerely 
anxious for Ireland's regeneration, have fallen, is that 
the Industrial School system is everything as to in- 
strumentality ; that the old missionary modes should 
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be exploded; that the only hope for Ireland is tor 
educate the young ; and thus the sanguine expectation 
is cherished, that, in a very few years, the country will 
be turned into another paradise ! The salvation of 
the adult population, it would seem, is, to such per- 
S(ms, not indeed matter of indifference, but of despair. 
The Apostle Paul, according to such theory, should 
have established schools throughout his whole pro- 
gress first, and thus christianise the young, instead of 
labouring in-doors and out-of-doors to convert the 
" adult population." The foolishness of God is wiser 
than men, and it pleases him, by the foolishness of 
preaching — his own standing ordinance, however un- 
suitable or insufficient in the eyes of would-be-wise 
men — to save them that believe. By all means let 
angry politics be discountenanced ; let the land ques- 
tion be settled ; let Parliamentary legislation for Ireland 
be generous in its spmt and objects ; let Industrial 
and Scriptural schools be everywhere set up ; let all 
these be employed as auxiliaries in the work of Ire 
land's social and spiritual regeneration ; but if one or 
idl of them be made a auhstitute for a prea^ched Gospel, 
then other remedy is sought for Ireland's maladies 
and woes than that devised and prescribed by the im- 
erring wisdom of God. 

In 1814 Mr. Taylor was appointed to Enniscorthy, 
a town at the foot of the far-famed Vinegar Hill, as a 
missionary; his field of toil embracing a large portion 
of the county of Wexford. There was great wisdom 
and propriety in assigning this part of the coimtry to 
him ais the sphere of his evangelistic labours. He 
had been one of the prisoners in the Market-house of 
Wexford in 1798, awaiting his turn to be brought out 



and piked on the bridge by the inftiriate insurgenti* 
Five or six times be bad been liberated by a rebel 
captain^ wbo, fovourablj impressed by his Cbrisiian 
bearing, thongbt to save bis life ; but as oftt'n be was 
seized again, and tbrown back into prison. One of 
these times, wandering through the town, a pikemaa 
accosted him, with murderous look and attitude, 
** Who are you?" " I am,** said Mr. Taylor, calmly^ 
" a Methodist preacher/* " Aye,** rei)licd the rebel, 
terror stricken, '' You wouldn't tell a lie (** And ha 
turned away, leaving the man of God unmolested. 
These facts were known by the Protestants of the 
country, connexions or descendants of those men 
who had suffered in *9d, and who, while regarding 
Methodism as an innovation, opened wide their 
hearts and doors to receive one who had passed un* 
scathed through those sanguinary scenes. Every- 
where he was welcomed as an angel of God. Nor did 
he so exhibit his Methodism as to excite their sus- 
picions or wound their prejudices. He, too, was **a 
Protestant, and the son of a Protestant.** Ere long 
he was tmiversally esteemed as the redoubtable cham^ 
pion of Protestantism, 

The staple of his ministry consisted of a distinct 
announcement, a clear exposition, a forcible appli* 
cation of those Scripture truths which stand opposed 
to Popish error, and to all formalism in religion. 
Fact, figure, Able, was occasionally introduced, in 
fiimiliar illustration, especially if its bearing were 
against Bome,«^the Pope and his Cardinals, as repre* 
sented in the picture, trying, one after another, to 
blow out the candle of the Bef(>rmation,-H(br example. 
In rastaining his position by nnmeroui and h 
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lible Scripture proofs, he seemed to have taken 
Thomas Walsh for his model. **As Paul says, as 
John says, as om: Lord says," — his usual mode of 
quotation, explains the manner in which he preached 
" the Word." These quotations, expounded and ampli- 
fied as they were made, were generally accompanied 
by a palpable, sometimes an overwhelming, \mction 
firom the Holy One. His ministry, therefore, was in 
demonstration of the spirit, and with power. 

Mr. Tackaberry was bom October 22, 1796. The 
place of his birth was Tomagaddy, in the county of 
Wexford; within a mile of Ballycanew, the village 
where the celebrated Priest Murphy ofi&ciated, who, 
showing his dupes a handful of musket balls at the 
battle of Arklow, persuaded them that his person was 
impervious to heretic bullets.* It is also contiguous 
to Oidarty where & gallant detachment of the North 
Cork Militia were cut to pieces, and to the fatal pass 
of Tubbemeerin, where a column of military, under 
Colonel Walpole, were surprised and slaughtered. 
The locality, as well as the period of Mr. Tackaberry*s 
birth, together with the fact that his father's house 

* The fact is accredited, beyond doubt, that he produced to 
the ^unhappy savages who obeyed his orders, a number of 
musket bullets, assuring them that they had struck him without 
harm daring the action, or were caught by him as they inno- 
cently whistled by. He fell soon after by a round shot from 
one of the Durham guns, while waving a banner over his head, 
emblazoned with a huge cross, and the motto of ' Death, or 
liberty.* The chapel of this priest, a rude building, was occu- 
pied bj^ the Methodists, after the rebellion, as a place of preach- 
ing — some paintings in the wall remaining uneffaced— remind- 
ing them of their late deliverance, and inspiring them with 
salutary dread of a church and system, whose avowed aim was 
the extirpation of heretics. 
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and offices had been all burned down, and that the 
first Bible in which he read had been pierced by a 
pikeman in the rebellion, will account for the strong 
Protestant views and convictions which he cherished 
from early youth, and which he was wont to express, 
as occasion offered, to the close of life. 

Mr. Tackaberry's early Sabbath school training 
laid the foundation, in his case, as in that of many 
others, for eminent piety and eirtensive ministerial 
usefulness — a fact which explains the lively interest he 
ever felt in this generally slow, but certain, mode of 
doing good. The Rev. John Wesley, intensely alive 
to the importance of this agency, called first into ope- 
ration in his day, thus records his estimate of it in 
writing to his brother Charles : " I am glad you have 
set up Sunday schools at Newcastle. This is one of 
the best institutions which have been seen in Europe 
for centmies, and will do more and more good, pro- 
vided the teachers and inspectors do their duty;'* and, 
then, with his usual foresight and sagacity, he ob- 
serves : " Nothing can prevent the success of this 
blessed work but the neglect of the instruments. 
Therefore" — ^here he inculcates ministerial oversight — 
" be sure to watch them with all care, that they may 
not grow weary in well-doing."* 

In 1806-8, Mr. Tackaberry attended the Sabbath 
school in Monomolin, and also evening lectures, con- 
ducted by the Rev. Mr. Mosse, a pious and laborious 
clergyman of the Church of England. Methodism 
was the direct means of this clergyman's conversion, 
and of teaching him the way of God more perfectly. 
Attending a meeting, held in Priest Murphy's old 

* Works, vol. U, p. 210, 
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chapel, already noticed, a meeting crowned with 
more than ordinaiy displays of the Holy Spirit's 
grace and power, Mr. Mosse heard the Word preached 
with great interest, and then stayed to hear the 
relation of Christian experience. When a few gracious 
souls had thankfully declared what God had done 
for them, to the surprise of all, he stood up, and 
testified that he had, on that occasion, ohtained peace 
and joy through believing. A memoir of this good 
man's life has been lately published. His biographer 
could not tell at what time he became acquainted with 
experimental religion. It was in 1801, and in the 
manner described, as attested by an eye and ear-wit- 
ness.* 

Mr. Tackaberry joined the Methodist Society in 
1811. The Rev. J. Harman was then stationed on 
the circuit. It was not, however, until the year 1816, 
according to a letter of his Aunt Morris, now lying 
before me, that he was decidedly brought into the en- 
joyment of Divine favour. That year an extraordinary 
and extensive revival of religion took place, chiefly 
under the ministry of the Rev, A. Taylor, whose 
mission embraced the counties of Wexford and Wick- 
low. The circumstances of Mr. T.'s conversion are not 
known to the writer, with the exception of a single 
incident, which goes to show, that even before he ob- 
tained mercy, he had formed a character for sobriety. 
Going one day to witness a horse-race, while the sub^ 
ject of religious impressions and concern, but not as 
yet of the faith which overcometh the world, a person 
exclaimed, "There goes the sainted Tackaberry!" 

^ Bev. M. Lanktree's personal narrative, p. 101. 
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The word got such hold of his conscience, and ren- 
dered him so wretched, that he returned home without 
waiting to witness the amusement. 

Before he became confirmed in religion, he yielded, 
in one instance, to temptation. Starting in alarm 
and dismay from ruin's brink, he cried, in deep 
anguish, to the God of all grace for mercy, who, 
through the merit and to the honom: of the atone- 
ment, brought him up out of the horrible pit, 
out of the miry clay, set his feet upon a rock, and 
established his goings. If, with bitter reason, like 
Peter, he wept ; like Peter, also, his whole after life 
was one act of humble, ardent, self-denying consecra- 
tion to the service and the glory of his pardoning Lord. 

To the reproach of some who profess and call 
themselves regenerate Christians — ^while, apparently, 
anxious to serve the spiritual interests of all the world 
beside, they make little or no effort to save the souls 
of their own families. It was otherwise with the 
subject of our narrative. His kindred and acquain- 
tance were ihe primary objects of his concern. Like 
Andrew, who "first findeth his own brother Simon," — 
and his finding him implies that he sought him with 
fraternal solicitude ; who announced to him the joy- 
ful news, " We have found the Messias," and then 
eagerl} *' brought him to Jesus;" Mr. Tackaberry first 
induced " his own " mother to hear the word preached 
— a woman who subsequently became an example of 
every Christian virtue. They were obliged to go to 
the meetings by stealth, — so strong was the general 
prejudice against Methodism. Soon after, his Aunt 
Morris, spending an evening at Tomagaddy, was pre- 
vailed on to accompany him to hear Mr. Taylor. 
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Her consent was the result of much reasonwg and 
persuasion, smce, although the subject of religious 
awakening at the time, she was accustomed to regard 
the Methodists as the deceivers, who, it was foretold, 
should appear in the latter days. That night, so 
dearly and palpably did the missionaiy show the 
way of salvation, she believed on Christ with a 
venturous, vigorous faXih; and, believing, found life 
through His name. Her husband was immediately 
seized with deep conviction of his sin and danger. 
He could scarce eat or drink for days — such was the 
anguish of his spirit While she kneeled beside him, 
and poured out her soul for him in an agony of 
prayer, the Lord Jesus was evidently set forth cruci- 
fied before him. Looking to Him he was suddenly 
lightened of his load of guilty woe. This couple need 
no eulogy. Their works — of love to God, his minis- 
ters, his cause — upraise them in the gate. 

The flame thus kindled soon spread through the 
whole family circle. The conversion of Mr. T.*s 
brother John, subsequently a minister of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church of America, of his step-father, 
and of his Aunts Eades and Gill, of Dublin, followed 
in rapid succession. Mrs. Gill walked high in sal- 
vation. Induced by the importunity of friends, who 
had newly found the Saviour, to visit the scene of 
this revival, and by this time '* deep wounded by the 
spirit's sword," she said to Mr. T., one day, " Fossey, 
I am very miserable .** He proposed prayer. Before 
they rose from their knees her soul was filled with 
unutterable peace and joy through believing. Her 
lot in life was one of suffering. To the praise of all* 
8i^den:t grace she could say, ** The Lordonly k33ycsnK% 

E 
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the inward and outward trials I have had. Blessed 
be God, I do ivotfeel a tcisih they had not been. Good is 
the will of the Lord." Her death-bed testimony, sur- 
charged with *' glorious matter," though expressed in 
few and plain ]^words, is here recorded to the honour 
of God, imder the conviction that it cannot fail to 
edify his Church : — " At first the Lord deeply con- 
vinced me of sin ; he then soundly converted me ; a 
little after he wholly sanctified me ; ever since he has 
kept me ; and now he is going to take me to praise 
him for ever ! " 

Cheered with the result of Mrs. Gill's visit, Mrs* 
Morris corresponded also with her sister Eades, ** on 
the necessity and happiness of serving God ;*' urging 
her also to come and see them, with a view to her 
conversion. The invitation was accepted, but with a 
different object — ^namely, to bring her Mends back 
from their folly and enthusiasm. The first evening, 
at family worship, her understanding became en- 
lightened, her conscience thoroughly awakened and 
alarmed. In repeating the Lord's Prayer, Mrs. M. 
paraphrased each petition; showing how God was 
their Father through the sacrifice and mediation of 
Christ; what was implied in hallowing his name; 
what the nature of his kingdom was ; what were the 
trespasses which needed forgiveness, &c. ; that her 
sister might have a view of the spiritual and extensive 
import of the prayer she had been saying all her life. 
Mrs. E. rose from her knees with the appalling con- 
viction, that, up to that hour, she had never prayed ! 
The goodly formal saint stood confessed ! With a 
burdened conscience she remained nearly three weeks 
-^having purposed at first to stay but a few days — on- 
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willing to return home unhappy. She had to leave, 
however, under the full power of the spirit of bond- 
age to fear. After intense wrestlings night and day 
for some weeks, she wrote to request the missionaiy, 
Mr. Graham, with the class, to make her the subject 
of prayer at the appointed time on Sabbath morn- 
ing. While she met them at the Mercy-seat, the self- 
same hour—* 

^ She heard the glad sound, 
And liberty foond 
Through the blood of the Lamb ; 
And plentiful pardon in Jesus's name !" 

This excellent woman was in the habit of retiring to 
•WhiteMar's Street Chapel on Saturdays for prayer, on 
behalf of ha: family. Nor did she pray in vain. One 
son, converted when a lad while Mr. Tackaberry 
prayed with him, became a Church of England clergy- 
man; another aWesleyan leader ; others of her children 
also are the subjects of grace — affording ground of 
hope, that the almost prophetic confidence to which 
«he gave expression, as she lay dying, will be ful* 
filled. *^My wTiole famUy" she said, with energy and 
del^t, ** will serve God. This is what I set my 
liieart on.*' 

Seldom are spirituality and Heavenly- mindedness 
found associated with wordly affluence and prosperity. 
Mrs. Eades had all things richly to enjoy, yet set her 
affection on things above. Of this, some of her last 
words give refreshing evidence : " Who can tell the 
danger, she said, of having all, or more than all, the 
heart can wish in this world ? I had this. I saw the 
danger. I asked the Lord to keep my heart from it. 
£e did save me: and now all that I ever had is no 
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more in my view, compared to what God has set he* 
fore me, than a bit of dirty rmnpled paper t" Simple 
and nnostentations in piety; humble, elersted, and 
regular in devotion ; pure and enlarged in charity ; 
ardent and unswerviug in her attachment to tl&e 
ministers and cause of Christ ; she adorned the religion 
of the Lord Jesus through life ; and having sustained 
a severe and protracted death-illness with resignation 
and fortitude ; witnessed a good confession ; taught, 
admonished, encouraged, reproved,or solemnly warned 
those who came round her bed, she went in tranquil 
triumph to Heaven. 

Mr. Tackaberry had now vigorously started in that 
race of holy love and soul-saving zeal which he so 
ran — so uniformly, so unweariedly — as to obtain, not 
only the esteem, confidence, and admiration of all 
who knew him, but the promised crown from his ap^ 
proving Lord. Successful, as narrated, in bringing 
those of his own house under the power, as well as 
the sound, of the Gospel, henceforward he was carried 
out, in sweet constraint, to live and labour for the 
salvation of all who were *' dead " — dead in sin^ dead 
in law, and liable to death eternal. He was signally 
owned of God as the messenger of mercy to many in 
the revival commenced so auspiciously, and extended 
so triumphantly, under the ministry of Mr. Taylor ; 
a revival which was the Lord's doing, and marvellous 
in the eyes of all classes, bigotted Romanists and 
formal Protestants alike; a revival in which multi- 
tudes of the latter, and some of the former, creed 
turned to God, did works meet for repentance, ob- 
tained forgiveness of sins, and a title to the heavenly 
inheritance, by &ith that is in Christ; a revival, the 
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glorious results of which it is impossible to estimate, 
^as to the numbers immediately saved, and who were ♦ 
faithful unto death ; to say nothing of the countless 
thousands who have shared, and shall yet share, its 
gracious benefits, not only in the Tiew and old, but in 
the upper and better world. 

Everywhere Mr. T. went, during this revival, God 
was with him, and made him a blessing. The Phari- 
see was stripped of his self-righteousness; the har- 
dened was subdued ; the stout-hearted trembled ; the 
scoffer remained to pray ; mournful broken hearts re* 
joiced to feel the curse removed ; the shout of a king 
was among them ! Classes were organized, and young 
men, full of faith and power, met weekly with Mr. 
T. to receive their allotted work. 

Alive to the inestimable importance of such agency, 
Mr. .T. established a Sabbath school in the village of 
Ballycanew. The revival extended to the school. 
Several of the elder children were converted, and de- 
voted themselves to God. 

The object aimed at in some Sunday schools, there 
is reason to fear, is merely the instruction, mental 
gratification, or gradual reformation — something short 
of the immediate conversion — of the young. Sabbath 
school teachers ! should not your object be that of 
Him who redeemed your youthfiil charge, — namely, to 
seek that you may save them ? Is your duty well 
done when you give them, or draw forth their, infor- 
mation as to the bare letter or facts in the lesson ; 
inculcating no vital doctrinal truth, exposing no vice, 
extolling no virtue, exhibiting no blessing to attain, 
no privilege to secure, no duty to perform, no snare to 
shun r whiling away the hour as if the precious im- 
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mortals committed to you had no conscience to con- 
vince and alarm, no heart to afifect, no will to move, 
no soul to save ? Is it enough to live and teach so 
as to encourage hope that hereafter some impression 
may he produced, followed \>j undefined good results ? 
Then, now is not God's accepted time to hless the 
young with His salvation ! What if some of your 
class should die unconverted through your unfaith- 
fulness? will not God require their hlood at your 
hands ? " They are incapable," you think, " of con- 
version as yet." You cannot be sure of that, and for 
you and them it will be fat safer to act on the con- 
trary assumption. Have there not been many very 
young disciples of the Saviour — renewed, spiritual, 
exemplary in life, triumphant in death ? Has not 
God said, "They that seek me early shall find me ?" 
and how early they may seek and find Him who can 
determine ? You do not postpone the attainment of 
secular advantages, when they may be secured imme- 
diately. And what finite good can compare to the sal- 
vation of a child, whose future career may be fraught 
with blessing to the church and to the world ? O ! 
remember, God has placed these children under your 
care, that you may bring every one of them to Jesus, 
to be embraced in His arms, to be sheltered in His 
fold. With what emotion have some teachers, of the 
right spirit and aim, communicated at the Lord's table 
with every member of their class ! Be prayerfully 
anxious, "therefore, and faithfiilly labour, for the speedy 
conversion of each of yours, and comfort your- 
selves with the hope of participation with them 
in the commimion of saints above ! To this end^ see 
to it that you yourselves be the subjects of convert 
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sion ; and that, in principle, motive, object, you walk 
worthy of such high vocation. 

The Eev. Andrew Taylor, the apostle, as he was 
called, of the county of Wexford, died in Upper 
Canada, surrounded and revered by his own children 
after the common faith, with their descendants and 
connexions. 
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CHAP. II. 

1 81 8-1823. — SKIBBEREEN. 

During these years Mr. T.'s labours, in the character 
of a local preacher, were properly those of an itme- 
rant ; for, as business and health permitted, after the 
example of his Lord, he went about doing good. At 
this period, he was frequently the subject of disease 
and weakness. His duties on the farm, consequently, 
were often intermitted of necessity; affording him 
opportunity at once for healthful recreation, and for 
saving souls from death. It was good for others, as 
well as for himself, that he was afflicted. Diligent 
in his secular calling when he had strength, of which 
memorials remain to this day, evangelic labour was 
more congenial, as it was that for which he was best 
fitted. The indications of Providence became, by de- 
grees, distinct and imperative. His avocation, as a 
spiritual husbandman, was soon manifest to all; 
for God did abundantly multiply the sower's seed. 
The fields all around were white already to harvest. 

Infirm in health, he visited Dublin in December, 
1818. " Thank God," he writes, " my soul has been 
kept rejoicing, and I trust my coming will be for 
good ; for, after I came in, while waiting on the Lord 
alone, my soul was indeed watered — ^filled with love. 
O ! the goodness of my God !" An homr's interview 
with his saintly Aunt Gill, he felt also to be a season 
of refireshing to him, as it was to her. Becovering 
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from illness, she was, he helieved, an ** infinite gainer*' 
by the affliction. To lose the benefit of an affliction 
is an eternal loss. Profit by affliction exceeds all 
earthly gain. " It is better," says one, " to have an 
affliction sanctified than to have it removed ;" and 
yet, how few there are who would not desire the re- 
moval of affliction in preference to its sanctification I 

In answer to maternal enquiry as to how his soul 
prospered, the reply was — ** Hanging on, and rejoic- 
ing in, Jesus. I was exceedingly happy with my 
Aunt Gill to-day. O! how near the time seemed 
when we should be all o^ home! Surely religion is 
worth living for, and Heaven, or rather Ghbest, is 
worth dying for ! I feel my mind far above everything 
beneath ; yet, accusing myself every hour. I do no- 
thing — I do not live one moment, as I ought ; but God 
is love." This letter he concludes : '* I am, my dear 
mother, yours, in double bonds, F. T." 

That evening, despite of earnest reasoning and re- 
monstrance on his part, he had to preach in Gravel- 
walk Chapel. The Word was with heavenly unction 
and power. An aged woman waited on him after sermon 
to say she had been seeking the Saviour for four years, 
but had now found him. He ministered also in the 
other large chapels — in Whitefriar Street, at half-past 
six in the morning. In these exercises he could say, 
'< My loving Lord gives me moments of refreshing, 
coming from his presence. I do rest in him. O ! 
what blessed service ! O ! what sweet employment ! 
Glory to my God I" 

In apostolic times, in the days of Whitefield and 
the Wesleys, the Gospel preached was the power of 
God unto salvation. Why? Ministers and people 
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had faith in the saving truth, the Divine energy, of 
the Gospel itself. Conversion under sermons then 
was the rule, not the exception. If in any given case 
it be otherwise now, would it not be the dictate of 
wisdom to ascertain the reason ? Is it that the mi- 
nister does not live and pray for it ; that he does not 
** j&rst steep the seed " in his closet ? Is it that he does 
not aim at immediate conversion in the selection and 
preparation of his subjects? Is it that he does not 
preach, that he does not believe for, such instanta- 
neous eflfect? Or, is it that the Word preached does 
not profit, not being mixed with faith in them that 
liear it ? If it be want of faith in minister or hearers, 
can such want be explained ? Is it that expectation is 
postponed, faith reserved, for an after or future service ? 
In such case, is not the Divinely instituted ordinance 
of preaching depreciated, and the exercise of a present 
faith for a present salvation necessarily and inju- 
riously hindered ? Subsequent and prolonged devo- 
tional exercises occasionally may, for many reasons, 
be desirable and valuable ; but, if estimated, confided 
in, looked forward to, as the grand instrumentality, 
is not the ministry of reconciliation overlooked, under- 
valued, and, consequently, rendered unsuccessful? 
Would the person have been saved while Mr. Tacka- 
berry preached, as related above, had hope been de- 
ferred until an after prayer meeting? 

The incessant noise and bustle of Dublin, so different 
from the imdisturbed calm of country life, at first 
produced mental dissipation and disquiet. This was 
increased by his physical weakness. In every thing, 
Mr. T.*s custom was to make his requests known to 
Ood. Asking for grace to stay his mind upon Him, 
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so as to be kept in perfect peace, as he walked the^ 
streets, he obtained in good measure the desired 
power, so that the city turmoil ceased to affect him as 
formerly. The complete self-government acquired in 
this respect was not the effect of tedious self-discipline 
or habit It was speedily obtained as the result of 
importunate lu-gency in closet-prayer. ** Thanks to 
my good Lord," is his grateful testimony on this point, 
" I had a meal of 'prayer and comfort at my favoinite 
hour of twelve, and again at five. I did not at all feel 
this time as I used to do in coming to town. I can 
walk through the streets without any distraction of 
mind ; my soul just as happy as if I were in my room. '* 
The Eev. John Fletcher's letter on recollection, 
always a great favourite with Mr. T., contains senti- 
ments and recommendations upon which this record 
furnishes an edifying comment : — 

" Recollection is a dwelling within ourselves ; being 
abstracted from the creature, and turned towards God. 
It is both outward and inward. Outward recollection 
consists in silence from all idle and superfluous words, 
and a wise disentanglement from the world ; keeping 
to our own business, observing and following the 
order of God for ourselves, and shutting the ear 
against all curious and unprofitable matters. Inward 
recollection consists in shutting the door of the senses ; 
in a deep attention to the presence of God, and in 
continual care of entertaining holy thoughts for fear 
of spiritual idleness. Through the power of the 
Spirit let this recollection be steady, even in the 
midst of hurrying business : let it be calm and peace- 
able, and let it be lasting. * Watch and pray, lest ye 
euter into temptation. * To maintain this recollection, 
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t>eware of entering too deeply, and beyond what is 
necessary, into outward things ; beware of suffering 
your affections to be entangled by worldly vanities ; 
yomr imagination to amuse itself with unprofitable 
objects ; and of indulging yourself in the commission 
of what are called small faults. For want of continu- 
ing in a recollected frame all the day, our times of 
prayer are frequently dry and useless ; imagination 
prevails, and the heart wanders; whereas we pass 
easily from recollection to delightful prayer. Without 
this spirit there can be no useful self-denial, nor can 
we know ourselves ; but where it dwells, it makes the 
soul all eye, all ear; traces and discovers sin; repels 
its first assaults, or crushes it in its earliest risings. 
But take care here to be more taken up with thoughts 
of God than of yourself; and consider how hardly re- 
collection is sometimes obtained, and how easily it is 
lost. Use no forced labour to raise a particular 
frame ; nor tire, fret, nor grow impatient, if you have 
no comfort; but meekly acquiesce, confess yourself 
unworthy of it, lie prostrate in humble submission 
before God, and patiently wait for the smiles of Jesus." 
Among the motives to recollection he urges the fol- 
lowing : — " Without it God's voice cannot be heard 
in the soul. It is instrumentally a ladder by which 
to ascend to God. By it the soul gets to its centre, 
out of which it cannot rest. Man's soul is the temple 
of God : recollection is the holy of holies. As the 
wicked by recollection find Hell in their hearts, so 
fsdthful souls find Heaven. Without recollection, all 
means of grace are useless, or make but a light and 
transitory impression. Dissipated souls are severely 
punished. Eecollection never fJEtils of its rewfffd. 
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.After patient waiting comes communion with God, 
and the sweet sense of his peace and love. Becolleo- 
tion is a castle, an inviolable fortress against the world 
and the Devil. It renders all times and places alike, 
and it is the habitation where Christ and His bride 
dwell. I give you these hints, not to set Christ aside, 
but that you may, according to the light and power 
given you, take these stones, place them upon the 
chief comer stone, and cement them with the blood 
of Jesus, until the superstructure, in some measure, 
answers to the excellence of the foundation." 

Examples of superior gifts, in combination with 
bumble and exalted piety, are as refreshing as they 
are rare ; talent being too often esteemed as if it were 
a substitute for grace, both by its possessors and 
admirers. Such estimate in every case is fraught 
with danger. Under date May 20, 1819, Mr. T. 
refers, with gratified feeling, to some profitable inter- 
views he had with Summebfield, a yoimg man of 
extraordinary powers of eloquence — a burning as well 
as a shining light. ** I feel much more union of 
spirit with him," he writes, " than with any of the 
Dublin preachers. May my God make him very 
useful." 

Mr. T.'s missionary spirit was stirred within him 
shortly after. Hearing some letters read at a mission- 
ary prayer-meeting, he says, ** The falling tear at one 
moment, and the longing ardour at another, evidenced 
to myself that a missionary spark existed in my poor 
heart. Men of God are gone over, others are going, 
and more will go, glory to God." Doubtless he 
panted, at the moment, to preach among the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. Possessed of 
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«tnmg fiiith, heft^enly-mindediiegs, and fenrent zedf 
mbo can doubt his qualifications even then, did 
health permit, and Providence so direct? In one of 
his excursions of mercy he thus irrites to calm a 
parent's fears for his health and safety : ^ O ! mj dear 
mother, sure the very hairs of my head are all nam* 
bered. I have been exceedingly happy since I left 
home. Never did I live more above earth, and 
everything in it, than these few days. Glorious 
Eternity! I shall inherit a glorious Eternity! 
God is mine. O ! the thought T Yes, he tasted 
Mnutterable bliss in the ''thought"* of his being eter- 
nally an heir of God, who had sent forth his spirit 
into his heart, crying "Abba, Father." 

The filial relation is ever associated with a valid 
title to Heaven. '' If a son, then an heir of God 
through Christ." Mr. T. was early made a partaker 
also of the precious faith which punfies the heart, 
works by perfect love to God, fervent charity to man, 
and overcomes the world. He could say, *' We speak 
that we do know, and testify that we have seen." 
Hence the clearness and power with which he 
preached and wrote on the subject of Christian holi- 
ness. Kept at this time, by his own testimony, 
•* living near eternity," he was saved from all desire 
for Dublin si^t-seeing, and this he describes as a 
" great salvation." How much better use did he 
make of his time, the important talent, for the im- 
provement of which he felt himself accountable, ihe 
reader will infer. His own words are: '^Yesterdsy, 
especially, I felt thankfuL It was what is called a 
holiday here^the installation of the knights of die 
order of Saint Patrick. The streets, near tdieie tbey 
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passed, were crowded with thousands upon thousands 
of immortal heings, few of whom had any thought of 
God or eternity. I was asked to see the Lord Lieu- 
tenant and gentlemen pass. I did not go. If one 
desire would have taken me, I felt it not. O ! we are 
saved with a great salvation!'* Mr. T.^s occasional 
visits to Newcastle, coming to or returning from Dub^ 
lin,. were eminently owned of God. The joy of the 
people in consequence, when he went there in May, 
l&l^, was, it might almost he said, excessive. Grate- 
fill mention is made in Scripture of ''honourable 
women not a few," and of "holy women of old." 
Amcmg those who thus hailed Mr. T.*s arrival was 
Mrs. Leslie, of whom the following glowing picture, 
from his hand, will doubtless be considered a faithful 
likeness by those who knew her : — 

" On Monday, E and I came to precious Mrs. 

Leslie's. I believe we gave her an agreeable surprise. 
Surely our hearts were glad together. O ! that is the 
woman of women ! Yesterday morning, after break- 
fast, she asked me to walk out a little, and began 
such a conversation on the deep things of God as I 
have been seldom privileged with. How she did 
make me ashamed when she began to praise the Lord 
for sending me to that neighbourhood, the time Mr. 
Taylor and I went there first — for making me the means 
of good to her soul ! Surely I would sit at her feet. 
There is v6ry much of Aimt Gill in her conversation. 
Her soul is much farther advanced than when I saw 
her last. I think she walks in the full light of God*s 
countenance.'* 

In the November following, he visited Newcastle 
again. God acknowledged his labours in tbe convey- 



sion of a Komanist servant of the family. The people 
whom he visited, from house to house, urged him 
with affectionate importunity to prolong his stay, at 
least for a month, were he to do no more than repeat 
and extend these truly profitable visits. 

Shortly after his arrival in Dublin, he went with a 
friend to Kilmainham jail, anxious to see the criminals 
and direct them to the sinner's friend, especially a 
Captain Gordon, sentenced to death for forgery. When 
the keeper ascertained their object, he promptly and 
kindly admitted them. ** The Captain,'* says Mr. T., 
•* was very glad to see us. We conversed and prayed 
with him and another Protestant man. The Captain 
seemed to feel a good deal. The other appeared quite 
unfeeling. Neither of them seems to have any clear 
view of the plan of salvation. I felt much faith, not- 
withstanding, while praying, and power to plead with 
God for them, especially for the Captain. We would 
gladly have staid longer, but, at four o*clock, the jailer 
told us oiu: time was up. I purpose going earlier to- 
day. I never was in a prison before. It was dismal 
to me, especially the clanking of the criminals' chains 
as they walked, ten of whom are in the jail." 

Christian ! Is not practical pity for all prisoners 
and captives one of the incumbent duties of omr be- 
nign religion? It is recognised as such in those 
Scriptural " rules" by which members of the Wesleyan 
Church profess to be governed ; since they are ex- 
pected, in order to continued membership, to do 
good of every possible sort, to all men ; and visiting 
or helping them that are sick or in prison is distinctly 
specified. It is urged by the career of a Howard, 
whose high ambition, whose sublime eulogy, it was 
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** to gauge the dimensions of misery, depression, and 
contempt; to remember the forgotten; to attend to 
the neglected ; to visit the forsaken ; and to compare 
and collate the distresses of all men in all countries.*' 
It is enforced by those precepts of Christianity which 
require us to do good unto all men ; to deny ourselves 
and take up our cross daily that we may follow Christ; 
and by the solemn sanction of the final judgment. It 
is enjoined by the example of our Divine Bedeemer 
himself, for what is redemption but " by the blood of 
his covenant to send forth the prisoners out of the pit 
■wherein there is no water ?" * And what is conversion 
l>ut *' to bring those that are in darkness out of the 
prison-house ?"t The obligation is clear and pal- 
pable, but what of its actuating influence? Who, 
among all who profess and caU themselves Christians, 
is faithful in the duty ? It may be said the prison 
regulations at present do not permit the necessary 
access. Chaplains are regularly appointed who are 
jealous of their prerogatives, and will not allow any 
interference with their duties. The wish of prisoners 
themselves will be rejected by the authorities, especially 
if under sentence of death. Your duty is to show the 
condemned culprit the way of salvation, should the 
chaplain be a stranger to vital piety, and ignorant of 
the Gospel plan. Say not the door of access is en- 
tirely shut. Are you sure that you would be denied a 
personal interview? And, if so, could you not fulfil 
the duty instrumentaUyj through the services of a mi* 
nister desired and preferred by the criminal ? Or by 
a suitable tract, or an affectionate, instructive, and 

* Zech. iz. 11. f Isidah zliL 7. 
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persuasive letter? Is not the use of the most likely 
means, by which to rescue from perdition this soul for 
whom Christ died, imperatively required of you? 
Can you neglect the use of such means and be guilt- 
less? And is there not motive suflSciently stirring in 
the declaration, that, if successful, you '* save a soul 
from death, and hide a multitude of sins T 

While he sojourned in the city this time also, Mr. 
T. preached in Gravel- walk chapel. His subject was : 
•* Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for He shall save 
His people from their sins." Kecording the circum- 
stance, he observes, " I had much freedom in speak- 
ing. I do delight in holding forth Jesus as a Saviour. 
After sermon, we had a prayer-meeting. One was 
made happy, and several seemed much stirred up. 
To God be all the glory. I rode to Kilmainham jail 
at three. The jailer immediately admitted me, although 
alone ; but I did not get to see the criminals. The 
minister was with some, and the priest with others ; 
so, after waiting till four, I came home. I intend 
going to-morrow in the forenoon." 

In January, 1819, he accompanied Mr. Taylor on 
one of his missionary tours. He preached in Arklow 
on the Sunday evening, on 1 Tim. i. 15, to about two 
hundred and fifty hearers. God was with him of a 
truth. One obtained a clear evidence of pardon; 
several others were deeply convinced of their want of 
it. On the morning of the 18th, Mr. Taylor met 
thirty-three, mostly new, members in class. It was a 
time of power : the unconverted were weeping on 
every hand. A sergeant who had fallen from grace 
had his backslidings healed. '* Such a change," ob- 
serves Mr. Tackabeny, '* in the countenance of a man 
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and in so short a time, I have hardly ever seen.*' In 
the evening, Mr. Taylor preached on Num. x. 29. 
The invitation *' Come thou with us, and we will do 
thee good," was not urged in vain. Forty-two persons 
joined the society on trial ! A strange incident served 
to increase Mr. Tackabeny's faith for the success of 
their labours. While about to step into the gig, word 
came that the horse had fallen down dead. They 
got him unyoked with difficulty, and found he had 
received no material injury. The man who was mind- 
ing him described it as the result of fright from the 
throw of a stone. Mr. Tackabeny*s reflections were : 
" I verily believe the enemy had a great hand in this. 
He thought to have turned us home ; but he was mis- 
taken. The gig is repairing. Mr. T. purposes to 
bring it out to-morrow, and meet me in Wicklow next 
day. He does not know when we may be in Dublin. 
Thank God, my soul is kept happy, and more recol* 
lected than usual. If you were to travel a week with 
a preacher, you would wonder how they are what they 
are. It is easy to be a Christian at home, with 
mamma and the little room.'* 

The events of the same tour he describes more 
minutely to another friend: '* Monday, assisted Mr. 
Taylor in meeting new members who had joined, or 
were about to join, the society. We had an extraor- 
dinary time. Two persons were made happy ; and 
almost every one present was bathed in tears. In the 
evening, Mr. Taylor preached a brave sermon. When 
he dismissed the people they did not go, and he began 
again. The house was so throng, I had to stand on 
a form while praying, otherwise I could not have kept 
my feet There were added to the society that day 
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forty-two persons. Tuesday, went to Newtown, and 
spoke from Heb. ii. 8 ; I find since, not altogether in 
vain. Thursday, back to Wicklow to meet Mr. Tay- 
lor. Spoke from Kev. iii. 20," — a favourite text, from 
which he often preached with persuasive power. 
" Friday, held a children's meeting at ten. Was very 
happy through the day. Said to Mr. Taylor, before 
meeting, I was nearly as happy as I could bear. I 
believe he answered it was a good sign. Mr. Taylor 
preached a good sermon on Acts iii. 10. At class- 
meeting the shower came down. Six persons were 
made happy ; three of them had been backsliders. It 
was one of the most powerful seasons I ever witnessed. 
Nothing like driving ; the Lord seemed to take all 
out of our hands and work himself Saturday, Mr. 
Taylor and I were sent for to see a person in distress. 
We went, found Mrs. S. , wife to a good man, on the 
brink of despair. We went to prayer, and the God of 
Elijah answered by fire. Her joy was as transporting 
as her wretchedness previously was extreme. We came 
with light hearts to Newcastle. Mr. Taylor preached 
on Sunday morning, and joined nine persons in a 
class. I forgot to mention that eighteen persons 
joined the society in Arklow, after I left it, making 
sixty in all." The men of God, no doubt, regarded 
what happened to the horse and gig as providential, 
Mr. Taylor's detention having been the means of 
adding these other eighteen to the society, and re- 
joiced that '' the enemy" thus overshot his mark. 
Composed, recollected, happy, to use his own words* 
Mr. Tackaberry finished this missionary excursion^ 
triumphing in Christ, who had made manifest the 
Saviour of his knowledge by him in overy place. 
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Arklow is a Tillage on the sea-coast, inhabited 
chiefly by fishermen. " No small stir" was made aboot 
tiiis " way" by the scenes above described. Another 
missionaiy, who still lives, followed some time after, 
and preached on the sandy beach to an immense 
multitude. Fish had been scarce for some time, and 
the missionary, knowing the consequent destitution of 
many families, prayed with importunate earnestness, 
that Ood, in his merciful providence, would be pleased 
to send a supply speedily into the bay. He had 
learned from his Bible that it was the privilege of 
CShristians to make their requests known to God in 
EVEBY THING. The ncxt morning before he rose, a 
man, more earnest and grateful in feeling, than gram- 
matically correct in language, knocked at his bed-room 
door, exclaiming : ** The herrings is come ! The 
herrings is come !" The fact was so ; and to this day 
it is remembered gratefully by the villagers as a most 
remarkable and seasonable answer to prayer. 

The following year, Mr. Tackaberry took another 
missionary journey in company with his friend, Mr. 
Taylor. They visited several new places with some 
encouragement ; but, having many inconveniencies to 
endure, this drew forth the significant observation 
from the subject of our narrative : — " I have a strange 
mind. When I am at home, I think I ought to go 
often abroad, and am ready to conclude that I should 
do more good from home. When I am abroad, I 
think every day a week till I get home again. ! 
my God, help me to live and act for thee at home 

and abroad. While I am in or in it is 

easy for me to watch, but goodness help the poor 
preachers, it is hard for them to be holy.*' 
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Matured '* charity beareth all things^ aad never 
fiuleth.** The description given by our Itotd of 
Christian perfection is eminently practical. According 
to His definition, it does not consist merely in the 
attainment of privilege, and in consequent high spi<- 
ritual enjoyment, but, as one universal feature, in the 
meek endurance of injuries, and in a £[>rbearing and 
forgiving carriage towards enemies. '* Love your 
enemies,'* said the teacher sent from God, not indeed 
with a complacent regard, as if we approved of their 
eonduct, but with a love of benevolence — a love that 
works no ill to them, but wishes them well, while we 
pity their madness and folly. ** Bless them that curse 
you ** — speak well of them, so far as you may have it 
in your power, and spes^ civiUy to them, if thrown 
into their society. When God blesses us He does 
good to us. When we bless God we speak good of 
Him. To bless them that curse us is to unite the 
two ; to do them service as well as utter kmd words 
to and concerning them. Children usually resemble 
their parents. Take this coiu^e if you would de- 
monstrate that you are the children of your Father 
which is in Heaven; that you possess his nature; 
that you bear his image. For he loves his enemies ; 
he makes his sim to shine, he sends his rain on them. 
" Be ye therefore perfect, even as yoiur Father which 
is in Heaven ia perfect" How important that minis- 
ters, especially, who are expected, not merely to re- 
commend from the pulpt, but to exemplify in their lives, 
the religion of the Gospel, should themselves be the 
subjects of this great salvation ! Mr. Tackaberry thus 
notices, with warm expressions of commendation, an 
example of this true perfection : " On Saturday last 
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I met mj dear old Mr. Graham, (the missionaiy) •at 
Gorej'well, and in his right mind— -*yes, in his right, 

right mind. After I gave him 's letter, he talked 

very sweetly to me on that tmpleasant suhject. Among 
other things, he said, * I forgive him and every man 

alive.* And again, * After all did, I could teiU 

him of a place I heard of, that perhaps would answer 
hun.'" 

In January, 1822, Mr. T. again visited Dublin. In 
his correspondence with home he speaks of having 
had, one day especially, intimately near " access to 
the throne of God, and the heart of Jesus." •* Surely,*' 
he exclaims, " It is sweet to dwell with Jesus ! O ! 
the nearness of that hour wheni shaU see Him as He 
is! We lose much for want of momentary faith. 
Believe and receive is the way,^' 

It is the way — the way of holiness, of progress, 
of pure enjoyment — the way to Heaven on earth; 
but few there be that find it. One would suppose, 
from the practice of some Christians, that self-reflec- 
tion, self-reproach, self-condemnation, self-complaint, 
is ** the way.** Scripture and experience teach that 
endlessly to pore our defective and unworthy self, is 
neither the way to honour God, to profit ourselves, 
or others. The race which the Apostle, Heb. xii. 1, 
counsels us to run is one of personal and relative 
duty. With what wisdom and propriety does he ex- 
hort us to keep looking to Jesus for that purpose ! 
Whoever made progress, so as to excel in know- 
ledge, piety, or usefulness otherwise ? Whoever so 
ran as to obtain the prize by a contrary method? 
The phrase, "looking to Jesus,** Dr. Macknight 
translates " looking of to Jesus,** clearly implying 
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ibBi the mind is not to dwM on those things cal- 
dilated to clogt hinder, or discourage in running 
the Heavenly race. If I am tmworthy, Jesus is 
worthy to receive all I want. He merits the blessing 
lor me, which I do not deserve for myself. If I am 
ignorant, in Him dwells all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge, and all for me. If I am weak, weaker 
than a bruised reed, He is Almighty to save : 

" Stronger than all the powers of Hell, 
And greater than mj heart.** 

He, therefore, is able to keep me from falling, and to 
present me faultless before the presence of His gloiy, 
with exceeding joy. Thus " momentary faith " finds 
A supply in Christ for personal deficiency, no matter 
how varied or depressing. 

God was now eminently preparing Mr. T. for the 
service of the sanctuary. Holiness to the Lord was 
inscribed upon persons and things devoted to the pur- 
poses of the tabernacle and temple ; and in the Gospel 
dispensation, only ''sanctified*' vessels are ''meet for 
the master's use.*** From Enniscorthy Mr. T. writes 
May 1, 1822 : " I feel determined to live and preach as 
I have never done yet. I have at times moments of 
communion with God that are worth the world. Since 
I left home I have been living in the world almost as 
if I were out of it. O ! the state that I see to be my 
privilege ! Surely the Lord teaches me much by His 
Spirit.** He did not aspire to that state in vain. Two 
dfqrs after he writes : '*I had a very agreeable time in 
Enniscorthy — ^large congregations, and some freedom 
in speaking to them. I had access to Miss B 

♦ 2 Tim. IL 21. 
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every day. Her friends were very glad that I shotdd 
go ; but health is the time to get good. I never felt 
much more interest for a soul, I thought, than for 
her's. My very heart seemed to go out in prayer that 
God might visit and bless her. O ! may I be as 
earnest with people in hedUh from this forward ! I 
left the house and town, determined to live and preach 
more for etebnity." He went thence to Wexford, 
where he preached to a goodly number, including 
some persons of note, not with much freedom, but, of 
set purpose, with great plainness of speech. He con- 
tinues : " I have been this morning pleading with the 
Lord for more of everything that will make me like 
himself. Especially I feel my heart go out this day 
in desire for more communion with Him, for a greater 
and more constant sense of His presence. O ! the 
way I have been living ! Lord help me. Eternity is 
at the door — at the very door ! Everything seems 
little, but as it refers to Eternity. I feel my heart 
saying this day what shall I do, that I may live rightly 
for God and Eternity ?" 

At the district meeting he was elected as represen- 
tative to the Chapel-Fund Committee. The follow- 
ing is his journal-letter, describing his preparation, 
journey, and visit to Dublin on the occasion : ** I begin 
by observing that the Sabbath before I left home, 
while you and the family were at class-meeting, I was 
endeavouring to examine myself, and to renew my 
covenant vnth the Lord — ^to be wholly His for time and 
for Eternity. Thank God, a measure of the sweetness 
of that morning has continued vnth me since. Mon- 
day evening late, I got to Mr. Pierce's, and felt much 
comfort in prayer vdth the family before I went to 

Q 
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fgtfc; Tuesday aflber the rain, Mr. Graham and I scrt 
out, had much profitahle conrersation, and were at 
Newcastle just as Mr. Carson was giving out the second 
hymn. I had to preach with ahout two minutes' 
warning; was much straitened, but the people pro- 
fsssed to have received much good, and that fully 
satisfied my souL Thursday, sat with the Building 
and Chapel-Fund Committee from half-past ten til 
just four o'clock. I believe much good will accrue to 
Methodism in Ireland from that fund. At four dined 
at uncle Eades's. I will endeavour to give you a short 
description of the company, conversation, &c. We 
had Mr. Marsden, the president, — an uncommonly 
sweet man, about forty-five in appearance. In his 
character there seems to be a mixture of gentleness, 
weightiness, coolness, and strong sense. I think him 
a great good man. Next, Mr. Newton — ^his counte- 
nance expressive of sharpness, penetration, and deep 
thought We had also Mr. Tobias, Mr. Smith, Mr* 
Deery, Mr. Kyle, and Mr. Noble, Irish preachers* 
Much useful conversation was carried on, and many 
instructive anecdotes related concerning the work 
and servants of God. 

" At seven I went to hear the great Mr. Newton 
preach. Preach he did with a witness ! He is 
reckoned the second greatest preacher among the 
Methodists ; but if there be a greater, it is indeed a 
wonder. He spoke for an hour and three minutes on 
Phil. iiL 8, first half of the verse. Surely such a 
sermon I never heard before ! The vast crowded cod> 
gregation seemed as if nailed to their seats ; hardly 
a cough or breath through the house ; and not a few 
falling tears witnessed that ihej feU as well as ad* 



68 

fftkvd. Thank God for such men. This daj is (qIk 
served as a day of fasting and prayer. The prayar* 
meeting i^t six this morning was well attended. The 
presid^it opened it, and Messrs. Wood, Mayne and 
Newton prayed. It was a time of power. It is just 
now twelve, when ihe next prayer-meeting will begin. 
Kliy God bless us.** 

At this Conference, having been previously examined 
and approved by the Waterford district, upon the re* 
commendation of the Bev, Bobert Banks, his superin* 
t^Eident, who still lives beloved and venerated by all 
who know him, Mr. Tackaberry was accepted on 
trial, as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry, and 
placed upon the list of reserve. The testimony in 
question was alike honourable to both the parties. 
The following is a copy: "I recommend Fossey 
Tufikabeny, of the Newtownbarry Circuit, aged 
twenty-five years, most cordially, as a young man of 
jHety, talent, usefiilness, and good health ; and hope 
ke will prove a blessing to Methodism. 

" July 6, 1823. B. Banks." 

A aecvice called the Preachers* Love-feast was at 
that time a usual appendage to the Irish Conference. 
This year it was memorable, and is thus d^ribcd by 
Mr. T. : *' On Thursday I was at die Preachers' Love* 
feast. No person spoke but travelling preachers. It 
was a time of the greatest power I ever experienced. 
Several present said they never felt so much of the 
power of God before. The Lord is evidently reviving 
Qis woik in the hearts of the'preachers ; and it seemed 
iboX night as if He was about to revive it through the 
kingdom generally. O ! ihe faith that seemed to be 
m Hk^ meeting 1 Several of the preachers gave 
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die^ng ^counts of revivals on their circuits in ih^ 
past year. I think I shall never forget that night. 
Yesterday the two blessed Englishmen sailed, with the 
heartiest prayers and blessings of the preachers and 
of the Dublin society." 

. Mr. T. was sent, as one of the young men on the 
list of reserve, to the Drogheda Circuit, to supply 
the place of the Eev. William Stewart during his 
absence at the English Conference. The Eev. John' 
Rogers, Mr. Stewart's colleague, hearing that others 
were applied to, was anxious that Mr. T. should be 
the person, saying he would take no one else but his 
countryman. It was a trial to go to Drogheda with- 
out seeing home. The love of Christ constrained 
him. " I hope," he observes, " to see good before I 
return. My soul feels a foretaste of it." 

The Rev. Samuel Kyle having been incapacitated 
for the work of his circuit (Skibbereen), by an occur- 
rence which well nigh cost him his life, Mr. Tackaberry 
was dispatched to his assistance in the following 
December. A joimiey of one hundred and sevehty- 
fom* miles on horseback, made in safety, through 
strange and disturbed parts of the country, sensibly 
affected his tender spirit, and excited the liveliest 
emotions of gratitude to his Divine preserver. Among 
the most amiable characteristics of this good man 
were a mind ever quick to discern^ a heart prompt to 
appreciate and adore God for, mercies received. Ta 
forget Divine benefits could never be reckoned among 
Mr. T.'s failings. This " comely" feature will often 
appear with impressive and edifying distinctness in 
these pages. Even minor and common, — ^what he used- 
to term ** every-day mercies,"*^ were tJie subjects <tf^ 
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ment.. Hence he found matter for joy and praise, on 
his arrival at Skibbereen, *'that no son of man had 
lifted up his voice against him" during the journey ; 
*• that he had never gone a quarter of a mile astray ;" 
that his mare had never made a start or stumble.** 
At EjUkenny, Mrs. B., the missionary's wife, could 
scarcely have treated a son with greater kindness. 
She gave him to imderstand, however, that he was to 
eat no idle bread ; and had a congregation assembled 
the evening of his arrival, to whom he spoke with 
much freedom. At Clonmel, Mrs. Eussel gave him 
some advices, " which," he emphatically remarks, ** I 
will be apt to remember.'* Winding his way through 
the great and dreary mountains of the counties of 
Tipperary and Cork, he passed by the place where 
the family of the Sheas were maliciously burned ; a 
circumstance exciting thankfulness, subsequently, for 
his own safety. At Fermoy, he " met with a prodigy 
indeed, — ^the head surgeon of the 26th Eegiment of 
Foot, rightly converted,*' who assisted in the Methodist 
meetings. "At first,*' says Mr. T., "I wished to 
avoid him, plain persons generally suiting me best; 
but, after one conversation, I shimned him no more. 
A simpler, plainer, sweeter man I have not seen since 
I left home than Dr. Coldstream. He told me all 
about his conversion, which took place at Gibraltar, 
before he became acquainted with the Methodists." 
At Bandon, Mr. — received him as an angel of 
God. ** His kindness,*' he records, " I think I shall 
not forget for twenty years at least. These things are 
peculiarly grateful after parting with such a mother, 
family and Mends as I have left. He would not let mo 
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leave Bandon on Thursday, and I earned thefnivflegift 
e£mj stay byhaTing to preach m theu* great hoas(6 
in the evening.'* Next day he set out for Skil^ 
bereen, passing through Clonakilty, " which," he ob- 
serves, ** somewhat resembles Arklow, and is memo- 
rable to me by being the birth-place of Thomas 
Walsh." And then he prays : ** O ! may I be like 
him !" It was market-day in Skibbereen, and Irish 
being a scarce commodity in his native place, it was 
passing strange to jiim that he did not hear a word of 
English spoken during his whole progress through the 
erowded streets. Eeferring to the kind reception re- 
eeived from Mr. Swanton, and dwelling with en- 
couragement on the refreshing sense of the Divine 
presence enjoyed by the way, and on the td^ens for 
good vouchsafed to him at Fermoy, especially in pri- 
vate, he fervently prays : " ! may my God be with 
ipe here, and help me to be wholly His T* The £rst 
day he laboured in the town afforded ground for 
hopeful anticipations : ^' I have now spent a Sabbath 
among this people. There are some precious souls 
here. I had much freedom in speaking to them. 
Qod was with us. I trust my dear mother will not 
fret, and I will not. When my mind gets depressed 
I go to prayer, and am lightened. I am the Lord's : 
His place is my place. I hope to see good times by 
and by, and this will make up every loss to me.*' 

Vigorously resolved on mental and theological im- 
fxrovement from the outset, he ^ds, in a postscript: 
" I could n<H at all think of doing without my books ;" 
and then he names the following, — ^no ill selected library 
for a yoimg itinerant,— ^to be forwarded to him with aU 
•anvenient speed : " Dr. Clarke on the New Teste- 
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ment, wiih the Index ; Graden^s Concordance ; Latio 
and Greek Testaments and Lexicons ; Walker*s Dic- 
tionary; Dr. Clarke's Letter to a Yonng Preacher, 
and Bickersteth's Scripture Help.** 

The facts related of the military officer whom Mr. 
T. met at Fermoy suggest reflections and inquiries 
in reference to the t;ite% religious interests of British 
soldiers. Dr. Coldstream was a converted man. Mr. 
T. found him consequently an affable, open, simple 
Christian, willing to receive and communicate in con- 
▼ersalion upon Divine things. Such are the results of 
true conversion. He assisted, moreover, in conducting 
meetings among the Methodists, — a proof that the 
pride of nature and of rank washumbled ; were it not so, 
every feeling of his heart would have revolted against 
association with a people almost everywhere spoken 
i^ainst among the circle in which he moved. The 
number of devout soldiers is lamentably few. It 
might, and it ought to be otherwise. Methodists, who 
profess to long and labour for the conversion of sin- 
ners, ought to remember that every facility is now 
afforded for soldiers, desiring liberty of worship at 
noon or forenoon of the Sabbath in the Wesleyan 
chapel, to enjoy that liberty. The minister of ihs 
duipel, however, must seek the privilege for them, 
if, through fear or shame, they hesitate to claim U 
for themselves. By the regulations of the army, the 
li^t of worship, according to his conscience, is now 
accorded to eveiy British soldier. In March last, 
(1B52) being then stationed in Dublin, I made appli- 
cation to the commander, H.II.H. the Duke of Cam- 
bridge, that the men of that garrison, preferring to 
worship in our chapels, might have such permission. 
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The applicatron was courteously granted. Comman- 
ders of regiments were directed '* to afiford every 
reasonable facility for the soldiers of their respective 
regiments belonging to the Wesleyan persuasion to 
attend Divine service in their own places of worship, 
under all circumstances ; the men to be marched, if 
the number did not exceed 6, by a corporal ; if over 6 
and under 20, by a sergeant ; if above 20, by a captain 
or other officer. The men of this persuasion at 
Boyal Barracks, Linen Hall, and Bichmond, to be 
marched to Hendrick Street Chapel ; those at Aid- 
borough House, to Lower Abbey Street ; those at Ship 
Street and Portobello, to Stephen's Green South ; and 
those at Pigeon House and Beggar's Bush, to Bing- 
end." The order was immediately acted on at Hen- 
drick Street, to which chapel about seventy men from 
different regiments were marched the following Sab- 
bath at noon. The history of Methodism and of 
Methodist missions shows how highly important it is 
to seek the spiritual good of this class of the com- 
munity. The preaching of Captain Webb largely con- 
tributed to the extension and consolidation of the first 
society in America, subsequently organised into the 
" Metiiodist Episcopal Church." He, with the assis- 
tance of his Mends, erected a chapel at New York, in 
the year 1768, the first chapel belonging to the Metho* 
dists in that country;* and although it is not yet 
one himdred years since, it has been ascertained 
that the Church now embraces more than a million 
members, with four times that niunber of hearers — 
so mightily has the Word of God grown and prevailed. 
The C(ibraltar mission, established by means of some 

* Myles's Chronology, p. 122* 
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Walk Chapel in Duhlin, is another instance. A society 
of 60 members having been formed on the Bock, and 
who walked according to the '*Bules," application was 
made to the English Conference that a preacher might 
be sent to them."' A mission was commenced there 
in 1808. Captain Tripp, of the 26th Kegiment, who 
left by will £60 to the Missionary Society, and JB600 
to liquidate the debt on the chapel, was one of the 
fruits of this mission.f Dr. Baird, of America, who 
visited Gibraltar early in 1847, records: "I never 
had my heart so touched in all my life as, when stay- 
ing at Gibraltar, I attended a service of 140 boys and 
youths connected with the Wesleyan school, to whom 
a young man was preaching in Spanish. "| And the 
person who formed the first Methodist class in Hong 
Kong, and may therefore be regarded as the founder 
of our Mission in China, was Sergeant Boss, of the 
59th Begiment. § 

* Myles's Chronology, p. 251. 

+ "Williams's Missionary Gazetteer, p. 240. 

J Year-Book of Missions, p. 378. 

§ Quarter-Master M^Bride, now of the 39th Begiment, and 
one of our leaders when quartered recently in Dublin, informs 
xne that this same Sergeant Boss, who served with him formerly 
in the 59th Begiment, and was one of his class-mates, was bom 
in the town of Longford, in Ireland ; that he was remarkable 
for Scripture knowledge when a child ; that he was a man of 
good understanding, and of considerable reasoning power ; that 
he was distinguished for a high sense of truth and moral prin- 
ciple; that he joined the Methodist Society in his native town 
6f Longford ; afterwards gave evidence of having passed from 
death unto life ; and that he obtained much spiritual good in a 
revival which took place in the Island of Jersey, previously to 
his embarkation for Hong Eong. Thus the Wesleyan Mission 
reeenUf/ commenced in the Empire of China is another direct 
fitUt of Irish Methodism, ' '' 
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The wild and bleak scenery of the Skibbereen ax* 
Quit did not favourably impress Mr. T/s mind, mid- 
winter as it now was ; although he anticipated it wo<ald 
be pleasant for the same reason in summer. Among 
the people, he felt at home and happy; and " aneom<' 
mon liberty'* in preaching almost in every place. His 
whole soul was drawn out in prayer that God would 
revive His work among the classes. He resolved to 
*' live in the enjoyment of purity of heart, to preach 
it, to talk of it, and to enforce it in every place.** Wise 
9nd noble resolution ! The holy God, viewing His 
own image with complacency in His devoted servant, 
ever delighted to honour His muiistry, and thus 
always caused him to triumph in Christ. 

On this circuit he had from 60 to 80 miles of very 
bad roads to ride, 22 sermons to preach, and 14 or 16 
classes to meet every fortnight. " This,** he con- 
sidered, " to a heart full of love, to a man full of 
strength, was delightful work." If, with sufficient 
physical strength, such work be ever felt a drudgery by 
those otherwise fitted for it, would not the remedy for 
the morbid feeling be found in '* a heart full of lovef** 

Mr. T.*s account of the occurrence which laid Mx. 
Kyle aside for a season, supplies matter for profitable 
reflection on the sleepless solicitude with which God, 
in His merciful providence, 

** Watches ef ery numbered hair, 
And every step attends," 

of His ministering servants. The circumstance was 
as follows : *^ At Mr. G.*s, where I now stop, the 
stable adjoining the Tan-yard, and something having 
provoked the dogs, they set on Mr. Kyle*s mare, and 
tore her a good deal before help came. Mr, Kyle had 
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then to borrow a hone to trarel his circuit ; and thid 
horse becoming uneasy going down a hill, continued 
to go back until his hinder feet went into a deep 
dyke, when, plunging to recover himself, Mr. Kyle 
was thrown off into the ditch, the horse falling on 
him. He knows not whether it was his own fall, or 
the fall of the horse upon him, that dislocated his hip. 
I was showed the spot where he fell. I did not see 
so deep a dyke the whole round of the circuit. It is 
more than six feet perpendicular. Mr. Kyle is the 
greatest pattern of resignation and meekness under 
affliction that I have seen. He is a father whom I 
shall feel pleasure in serving as a son in the Gospel.'* 
Mr. T. adds pleasantly, in a postscript; "The peo- 
ple in this town are as affectionate, for the length of 
acquaintance, as any I have ever known. They 
tell me I must not leave them next Conference; 
that they will not take half-year's preachers. Yon 
may show this letter to Mr. Graham and Mr. Waugh, 

if you desire ; but Mr. C has laid by the boy too 

many years ago to see one of my boyish letters. He 
does not allow young preachers to talk about their 
mothers." 

His resolution to enjoy and urge the attainment of 
purity of heart was no idle purpose. " I find," he 
says, in a commimication to a friend, shortly after, 
" little hungering and thirsting after holiness on this 
circuit I have been enforcing conformity to the will 
and image of God nearly all round the circuit, I hope 
not in vain. I do not know one who has a clear 
witness of sanctification. And where sanctification it 
law in an individual^ a society, or a circuity all is low m 
ffoporlMm. My own soul never was happier. I am 
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IWing, and determmed to lire, wfaollj for God* O ! 
the happiness of even striring to do this ! I am en- 
abled to rise at five in general, nor do I find it so 
difBcnlt to retire in time, as I was led to expect it 
would/^ 

To the depth and fervour of his piety mBj he traced 
the cheerfulness with which he submitted to endur- 
ances in the prosecution of his beloved work, which 
could not here be minutely detailed. An idea may 
be formed of soms of them from the following extract : 
'' I believe the directions you gave me concerning the 
grey mare cannot be attended to* I would not find a 
horse of the description you mention in all this end 
of the county Cork. Such a wretched breed I never 
saw ; few of them are larger than mules. Besides, I 
do think the grey would answer me much better, 
should I be travelling here, than a young one. In 
the first place, a young one from another county would 
never be got to clamber over the rocks; secondly, 
would not be able to live as well on the coarse pro- 
vender as a seasoned one ; and thirdly, would not do 
near as well in the kitchen among women, children, 
Ac., as grey does !*' 

'' Where sanctification is low in an individual, a 
society, or a circuit, all is low in proportion.** With 
Mr. T. Uiis was a cardinal principle— it had all the 
force of an axiom. The sentiment was truly Wesleyan 
and not less Scriptural. ** Where Christian perfec- 
tion is not strongly and explicitly preached,** says the 
Bev. John Wesley, '* there is seldom any remarkable 
blessing from God, and, consequently, little addition 
to the society and little life in the members of it 
Therefore, if Jacob Bowell is grown faint, and tusfs 
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but little about it, do you supply his lack of service. 
Speak and spare not. Let not regard for any man 
induce you to betray the truth of God Till you press 
the believers to expect full salvation now, you must not 
look for any revival."* Again: ** There is an amaz- 
ing increase of the work of God within these few 
months in the North of Ireland. And no wonder ; 
for the five preachers who have laboured there are all 
men devoted to God; men of single eye, whose whole 
heart is in the work, and who 

** Constantly trample on pleasure and pain.'^f 

Again : " I am glad Eichard Taylor is of use. He 
will be more and more so, if he continues simple of 
heart, and speaks explicitly of full redemption, and 
exhorts believers to accept it now ! The same nile it 
will be well for you to observe in conversation with all 
that are in earnest."]: Again : ** That point, entire 
salvation from inbred sin, can hardly ever be insisted 
upon, either in preaching or prayer, without a particular 
blessing. Honest Isaac Brown firmly believes this 
doctrine, that we are to be saved from all sin in this 
life. But I wish, when opportunity serves, you would 
encourage him, 1. To preach Christian perfection 
constantly, strongly, and explicitly. 2. To assert and 
prove that it may be received now. And, 3, Which 
indeed is implied therein, that it is to be received by 
simple faith.'*§ 

Once more : ''In the success of Mr. Leech's preach- 
ing, we have one proof of a thousand, tliat the bless- 

* Works, vol. 12, p. 254. t Ibid, p. 888. J Ibid, p. 887. 

f Works, voL 13, p. 49. 
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ing of God always attends the publishing of full 
salvation as attainable now, by faith.* 

The state of the Corinthian Church was " low.** As 
the proof of this they were torn by internal strife and 
division. This was the occasion of much grief and 
pain to the Apostle Paul, and drew forth from him 
frequent and bitter complaints. " For it hath been 
declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which 
are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions 
among you.f " There are among you envying, strife, 
and divisions" — factions, parties. J And as the neces- 
sary and unavoidable fruit of such schism, they 
had acquired a bad notoriety for " debates, wraths, 
strifes, backbitmgs, whispermgs, swellmgs, tumults ;** 
sufi&cient cause to "humble" the Apostle when he 
should next visit them.f One subject of their con- 
tentions and debates was the gifts of ministers. Some 
were depreciated ; others idolized ; not because of 
the inferiority of the former or the superiority of the 
latter in grace or usefulness, but in gifU, One said 
** I am of Paul, another I of Apollos, another I of 
Cephas.*' They reflected censoriously on those whom 
they considered deficient in natural endowments, as 
if such deficiency were their fault St. Paul shows 
that variety of talent in the ministers of Christ was 
a Divine arrangement. "K the whole body were 
an eye, where were the hearing ? If the whole were 
hearing, where were the smelling ? And the eye can- 
not say to the hand I have no need of thee, nor i^ain 
the head to the feet I have no need of you.|| *' There 
are diversities of gifts," he says again, "but the same 

* Works, vol. 13, p. 65. \ 1 Cor. i. 11. % 1 Cor. ilL 3. 
§ 2 Cor. xU. 20, 21. 1| 1 Cor. xii 17, 21. 
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Spirit; and there are differences of administrations, 
but the same Lord ; and there are diversities of ope- 
rations, but the same God which worketh all in all."* 
Why .all their angry collisions of opinion and feeling 
in their strifes and debates on this subject? Why all 
this favouritism, this disparagement of ministers less 
gifted than others, but equally necessary to the health 
and energy of the body? Thevr personal mnctificoHon 

was low. 

There was much immorality among them, render- 
ing the exercise of penal discipline painfully necessaiy. 
Gluttony, drunkenness, impious disregard of the 
nature and design of the Lord's Supper, and other 
crimes, not so much as named among the Gentiles, 
were practised and tolerated among them. So lax 
was their administration of discipline, that the Apostle 
had at last to command them to put away the wicked 
person. Why all this laxity of morals and of discipline? 
Their personal sanctification was hw. 

They incurred the sharp censures, the pimgent re* 
proofs, of the Apostle, for their intimacies and asso- 
ciations with the Heathen. '* What fellowship hath 
righteousness with imrighteousness ? And what 
conununion hath light with darkness? And what 
concord hath Christ with Belial ? Or what part hath 
he that believeth with an infidel ? Wherefore, come 
out from among them and be separate ?" Why this 
unnatural and dangerous communion — this friendship 
with the world, which is enmity against God? Their 
personal sancHfication was low. 

They listened to, and then circulated, calumnies 
injurious to the character and usefulness of St Paul 

* 1 Cor. xii 5-7. 
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chief c^ those imiiisters hj whom AerbdievBd. 
So har did thej forget their Misannfos to him that 
iher spoke eontemptoonslv i^his persoml iqipeanmce 
mod his preachiDg; impngning his motxreSt and em- 
pkmng the most miwonhj means to invalidate his 
claims to the Apostleship. Whr this ingratitode and 
tMueness ? Their penorud tatteiineatUm was Icm. 

Ahhoo^ affluent — abonnding *'in ererr thing" — 
tiiey were reluctant to perform deeds of benevolence 
mod merej, intreated as thej were bj the Apostle to 
hdp the poor saints in Jodea, while die chmehes of 
liacedonia, — those of Fhillippi, Berea, and Thessalo- 
nica, — notwithstanding their deep poverty-, were 
willing of themselves, and c<Mitribiited even b^ond 
their power. Instead of coming forward sp<mtaneoasly 
in this extremitVy with generous heart and oj^ea. hand, 
the Apostle had to give *' order" and directimi to them 
for this purpose, and even to emploj Titos to toUcU 
them. Bj him it was "began,** but after a whole 
"year " it was mifini^ed. Why this miseriy spirit ? 
And why their dishonesty, too, in demanding their 
ministers of their " wages'" ? * Their penomH Motuiifir 
€aiUcn was low. "For whereas," says the Apostle, 
" there is among you envying and strife and divisions, 
are ye not carnal and walk as men" — ^meaning are ye 
not in great part carnal, and walk as unrenewed men!^ 

Mr. Tackaberry was soon cheered by positive 
tokens of prosperty on the Skibbereen Circnit. Seve- 
ral persons were added to the society ; the society itself 
was generally quickened ; and there were some .de- 
eided instances of conversion. 

• 1 Cor. ix. +1 Cor. liL 8 



CHAP. III. 

1823-1826.— MOUNTBATH. 

•' Many a preacher," says Eichard Baxter, " is now in 
Hell, that hath an hundred times called upon his 
hearers to use the utmost care and diligence to escape 
it" To have to do prqfessionally with sacred things 
enhances and aggravates a minister's condemnation, 
unless he he personally the subject of religion in its 
experimental and practical power. It would not suf- 
fice for Timothy to he careful as to the " doctrine " 
he taught-— he must take heed to himself,^ Or 
to urge the Church to purity of heart and life —he 
must keep himself pure.f Or for the Ephesian Elders 
to exercise vigilant care over all the flock committed 
to them — ^they must take heed to themselves. I Such 
personal care is essential not only to the pastoral care, 
but to their personal salvation: " In doing this"—- 
taking heed to thyself as well as to the doctrine — 
**thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear 
thee.** § If ministers are not even superior to their 
people in holiness, in what sense can they be an ex- 
ample to the believers ? How can they say, "Be ye 
followers of me," imless they can add, " As I also am 
of Christ ?" How suitable, therefore, how necessary, 

* 1 Tim. iv. 16. + 1 Tim. v. 28. J Acts xx. 28. § 1 Tim. iv. 16. 
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how important the prayer — as the Church and 
themselves are concerned :•— 

"Fully in my lite express 
^11 the heights of holiness V 

Is it not impossible that otherwise they can have pure 
enjoyment in the study of their heavenly themes, in 
prosecuting the objects of their high and holy calling ? 
Unless eminently spiritual, must they not ever and 
anon be actuated by low and selfish considerations ? 
How else can they, with single heart and eye, aim 
unceasingly at the glory of God ? How can they bear 
8u£ferings with patience? How can they endure 
slights and reproaches with meekness ? How can they 
pleasurably perform duties which are painful to sloth- 
ful flesh and blood — such as visiting the sick, the poor, 
the suffering, the dying? How can they take delight 
in the spiritual instruction of the young ? How can 
they heal the broken in heart and bind up their 
wounds ? And what thrilling motives there are, beside, 
to stir up ministers to more than ordinary sanctity of 
heart and life ! Do not those who try to fulfil the 
duties of their office without personal holiness render 
their work a drudgery, and endanger their own sal- 
vation? "Many will say in that day. Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophecied in thy name ?'* — Mat. vii '22 
— ^whom he shall answer, to their eternal dismay, ** I 
never knew you: depart from me, ye workers of 
iniquity." Ministers are the subjects often of peculiar 
temptations. Satan bears the most deadly malice 
against those whose office is designed to overthrow 
his kingdom and destroy his dominion. How can 
they detect, resist, and overcome such temptations, if 
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their spiritual strength be small? Ministers have 
many eyes upon them ; many who look narrowly to 
see if their practice correspond with their preaching ; 
and who, if they observe any, even the least, discre- 
pancy, will not fail to say, " Physician heal thyself." 
Ministerial failures can scarcely be unknown or un- 
noticed. ** The eclipses of the sun by day-time are 
seldom without witnesses." The fact that some of 
these eyes are •* evil ;" that they " watch for the halt- 
ing** of ministers, is no reason why some advantage 
may not be gained by it. Samson found honey in 
the lion, so that ** Out of the eater came forth meat, 
and out of the strong sweetness.** An unsanctified 
minister will work, not for God, but for himself. How 
then can he expect the blessing of Heaven upon his 
labours? Upon what groimd can he hope for an 
approving "Well done, good and faithful servant," 
from his Lord on that day, if, in fact, he was imspiritual 
and unfaithful? How well for the Church and the 
world if the just conclusions, the glowing senti- 
ments, of the Eev. J. A. James, in his invaluable 
work, " An Earnest Ministry the want of the Times,*' 
could but seciure the contemplative and obedient 
perusal of all who sustain the sacred o£Glce ! Mighty 
shades of Owen and Baxter ; Howe and Manton ; 
Heniy and Bates ; Goodwin and Nye ; illustrious and 
holy men, we thank you for the rich legacy you have 
bequeathed to us in your immortal works ; but O ! 
where has the mantle of your piety fallen ! 

** God of oiir Fathers I be the God 
Of their sacceedlDg race." 
Here then let us begin, where indeed we ought to 
begin, with our own spirits; for what should be the 
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piety of that man on the state of whose heart depends^ in 
no small degree^ the spiritiud condition of a whole Chris* 
tian community / If we turn to any department of 
human action, we shall learn that no one can inspu^ 
a taste, much less a passion, for the object of his own 
pursuit, who is not himself most powerfully moved 
by it. Lukewammess can excite no ardour, originate 
no activity, produce no effect ; it benumbs whatever 
it* touches. If we inquire for the sources of energy, 
the springs of activity, in the most successful minis- 
ters of Christ, we shall find that these lay in the 
ardoiu* of their devotion. They were men of prayer 
and faith. They dwelt upon the mount of commu- 
nion with God, from whence they came down like 
Moses to the people, radiant with the glory on which 
they themselves had been intently gazing. They sta- 
tioned themselves where they could look at things 
imseen and eternal, and came with the stupendous 
visions fresh in their view, and spoke of them under 
the impression of what they had just seen and heard. 
They drew their thoughts and made their sermons 
from their minds and from their books, but they 
breathed life and power into them from their hearts 
and in their closets. Trace either Whitefield or 
Wesley in their career, and you will see how beaten 
was the road between the pulpit and the closet ; the 
grass was not allowed to grow in that path. This was 
in great part the secret of their power. They were 
mighty in public, because, in their retirement, they 
had clothed themselves, so to speak, with Omnipo- 
tence. They reflected the lustre they had caught in 
the Divine presence ; and its attraction was irresistible. 
The same might be said of all others who have at- 
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.tained to eminence as successful preachers of the 
Gospel. If, then, we would see a revival of the power 
of the pulpit, we must fii'st of all see a revival in the 
piety of those who occupy it ; and when this is the 
case,, then " He that is feeble among us shall be as 
David, and the house of David shall be as God, as the 
angel. of the Lord before them." 

BIr. Tackabeny was one of those who ** attained to 
eminence as a successful preacher of the Gospel." His 
very " entrance in" on the Mountrath circuit was not 
in Tain. Early in August he writes that he had 
already witnessed three conversions. Can this be 
wondied at .ben the following .as the manner in 
which he. sought success? "When I came to this 
circuit, I offered myself soul and body more unre- 
servedly than ever to God; for .life, for death, for 
Eternity ; and pleaded hard with Him to revive His 
work within, and he is doing it. You may be ready to 
say I grow more in earnest when I like. Man can- 
not of himself grow more holy ; but I have often felt that, 
through the grace already given, we may determine to 
seek an increase. I have had no such prospects the 
last' twelve months as there are here. Surely there is 
an open door, but there are many adversaries. I am 
very well and very happy. Gloria Deo,'' 

Having finished the tour of his circuit, he writes : 
'* My soul was not as happy since I left Drogheda as 
it has jbeen the last two weeks. I find much prayer is 
necessary to him that would enjoy much happiness in God, 
Consjant employment also is very helpful. My 
busiest day generally is my happiest. ! that I may 
breathe every breath for Eternity. It seems at times in- 
expressibly near. ! the thought of being in Heaven 
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by and by !" His joy was augmented, in no small 
degree, the following month, by observing the exem- 
plary deportment of one recently converted in Momit- 
rath, thus demonstrating the reality of the change, 
and exciting prayerful and enlarged expectations. 
His next visit there was memorable. Having preached 
three times to large congregations on the Sabbath, and 
met two classes, he published for a prayer-meeting, 
inviting the penitents to come to it, the following 
morning. The power of the Lord was present to 
heal. Four persons obtained pardoning mercy. 
Several followed him to a place within two miles of 
the town that same evening, when, at class meeting, 
after preaching, a young man professed to have re- 
ceived an evidence of pardon. These were all mem- 
bers of the society. Here was earnestness ! Many 
would have rested satisfied with the Sabbath's labours 
without holding a prayer-meeting for penitents the 
next morning ; or, having done so, would have ex- 
cused themselves from extra effort that evening. And 
here was wisdom too ! Men must be wise to win 
souls. He did not overtax his strength on the Sab- 
bath, or weary out the attention and patience of his 
hearers, by a protracted service at the close of the 
third sermon, but met those that were anxious for 
salvation, mutually invigorated, and fresh for devo- 
tional exercises, the following morning. There was 
wisdom in varying his plan also on that evening ; a 
variation promotive of conversion and edification. In 
no place on the circuit were there so many adversaries 
and hindrances as in Moimtrath; 'and yet in no 
place were there so marked tokens of prosperity. 
If God will work, who can let it? When Herod 
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stretched forth his hand to vex the church and de- 
stroy Christianity, and when, having killed James 
and imprisoned Peter, he considered his ohject just 
accomplished, God interposed in answer to prayer, 
miraculously delivered Peter, called the royal perse- 
cutor to his accoimt hy a signal judgment, and then it 
was that " the Word of God grew and multiplied."* 
Mr. T.'s greatest discouragement, as it was the greatest 
harrier to his success, was " discord among hrethren" 
of the same religious society, and on the same circuit. 
The feeling was not new. How did it wring the heart 
of an Apostle, when, writing from Corinth to the 
Church of Thessalonica, he intreated them: '* Bre- 
thren, pray for us that the Word of the Lord may 
have free course and he glorified, even as it is with 
you." What were the chief impediments to the spread 
and triumphs of the Gospel in that city ? Were they 
those existing m general society— its legalized Ucen- 
tiousness, its inflated philosophy, its pride of wealth, 
or those existing within the church itself? Was not 
the *• schism in the hody," accompanied by envying 
and contention, a more towering obstacle still? 
" There is more difference of sentiment," observes 
Mr. T., " more disunion, more party spirit on this 
circuit than in any other place I have ever been. 
However, I just go straight forward, as if nothing of 
all this existed; though it has sometimes brought 
tears from my eyes." How careful should every 
Christian commimity be to avoid such CorirUhian evil 1 
Not only because in itself it causes " much affliction 
and anguish of heart'* to the ministers of the Gospel, 

* Acts xii. 
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but because it wastes the time and exhausts the en- 
ergies of the church, indisposing and disqualifying 
them for benevolent effort What myriads are thus 
permitted to rush into perdition without any concern 
or exertion to save them ! 

Well knowing from Scripture example that the fo- 
mentors and abettors of discord in the Church are the 
** carnal," who ** walk " as unregenerate " men," Mr. 
T. sought, in part, to remedy the evil by the matter 
and manner of his preaching: ** I think," he says, *' I 
never preached plainer than since I came here. In 
almost every sermon I insist pointedly on conversion, 
the witness and fruits of the Spirit, and I often tell 
the people that I would not give anything to have 
them called by the . name, even of Meikodists, if they 
were not converted and devoted to God." Zeal and 
fidelity in pastoral duties he also felt essential for the 
same purpose. ** I see clearly the necessity of being 
more active in visiting and praying with tbe people 
from house to house than I have ever been. In the 
name of God I have set hearlily about this work. I 
also purpose meeting every class round the circuit as 
often as will be convenient to the classes themselves. 
All this and much more is possible, and yet have time 
to read and pray much, if no time be lost. I have 
again attacked my dry studies since I got my books 
from Skibbereen." 

The expressed desire of friends that he might visit 
home at this time, drew forth the following reply, in- 
dicative of healthy, growing piety, and of delight in 
his work : " My mind is kept tranquil. To see home 
would be sweet, but the will of my Heavenly Father 
is sweeter. A few years more, and we will be safe at 
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h6n!^ in Heaven. " The desired visit was made shortly 
'after, and he returned to his circuit " more than ever 
determined to live and prectch holiness," a determina- 
tion made in self -distrust ^ for he prays : " May I feel 
my dependence, and lean with all my might upon the 
arm of Omnipotence. O ! may God help me to hreathe 
my every breath for Him !" 

"Determined to live and preach holiness." Had 
he resolved only to exhibit Christian privileges, with- 
out securing the personal possession of them, or to 
enforce Christian . duties without caring to practice 
those duties himself — no matter how orthodox, no 
matter how earnest, no matter how eloquent his mi- 
nistiy — ^how inconsistent, how firuitless such resolution ! 
The minister who fails to practice what he recom- 
mends in his preaching, who does the thing which he 
condemns in the pulpit, is himself the greatest hin- 
drance to the success of his ministry, the greatest 
curse to his congregation. If his own attainments in 
piety be dwarfish, with what propriety can he lurge 
his hearers to press towards the mark " of holiness" 
for the prize of Heaven? If he be proud, haughty, 
overbearing himself, how unseemly his inculcation of 
humility? If he be notoriously a money-lover, how 
pointless and powerless his declamations against 
eovetousness, and his exhortations to a large-hearted 
liberality ? If he be passionate, sullen, revengeful, 
with what ill-grace does he enforce the duties of meek- 
ness and the forgiveness of injuries ? Mmisters, says 
Baxter, should " study as hard how to live well as 
how to preach well." If to " live holiness," and that 
so as to be an example to the believers, be not indis 

pensable in ministers, then the unholiness of those 

I 
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Bustaining the office is no hindrance to their mii^ 
trations, according to the teaching of the Church of 
Bomet which affirms that priests living in mortal sin 
Can efficiently perform the duties of their office ;^ and 
Ibat wickedness in the minister does not invalidate 
any of his official acts.f 

Mr. Tackaberry was always more or less successfuU 
as he increased or declined in spirituality. Not that 
he was unspiritual at any period of his ministerial 
life, or altogether unsuccessful; but his usefulneia 
was ever in proportion to his piety. Of this, the (oh 
lowing extract will supply an illustration: *'I am 
striving after what will make me more like Ood. Our 
circuit is certainly looking up. The Sabbath evening 
after I came back, I preached in this town (Abbyleiz) 
on Bev. vi. 17. Two young men were awakened 
under that sermon, one of whom found peace two 
weeks after. The other is still seeking. They are 
both sons of class-leaders, and both of them began to 
meet in class the next Sabbath. I had this account 
from the converted young man last night. You may 
be sure it did me good.*' 

He had found, by experience, as what Christian has 
not? that a grateful and constant sense o( Divine 
benefits, small as well as great, together with an cm- 
mediate use of Christ by faith, when conscience up- 
braids for personal failures, is the secret of being 
always happy. Therefore, ha adds : *' My soul hat 
had much of the loving Redeemer^ presence to-day. 
! to be holy, to be like our precious Jesus ! I am 
teaming to be more thankful for what I used to con 

« Cotmoil of Trent, Ses. 14. f Peter D«Dfl. 
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lidep Hide ^things, and I am praying that I may be 
jet more so. Much consists in this and looking unto 
Jesus.*' Agonizing solicitude for personal purity and 
for the prosperity of his circuit did not abate his con- 
eem far the salvation of the unconverted members of 
his family. Thus he writes to one of his sisters : 

** My bbab Jenny — 'You are much and often on mj 
BWd. O ! that I may see you truly happy in God h^ 
iQte long! Jane dear, give your whole heart tp 
Jehqiveii, and lea,ye results to hipi. ! how my heart 
goes out in prayer for you that it may be so. Help 
Lord. O ! help speedily ! Eternity will soon arrive. 
X feel it inexpressibly near and iniportant. I an^ 
striving more than ever to be on the right hand, Q ! 
God on which hand shall I see my Jenny ? My deHr» 
the thought, the most distant thought of your being 
on the left would be more than I could bear. O ! then, 
glad my heart by giving yourself fully to the Lord— » 
to the Lord who loves you ; to the Lord who waits 
to be gracious, and to establish you in righteousnesa. 
J pr^y for you every day, and can never be satisfied 
until I bear that, spirit, soul and body, you are the 
Lord's. May he bless you, lift the light of his counr 
tenance on you, and give you peace ! I am youy 
IkjOfi^ctianate brother and servant in Jesi^s, 

P. T." 

Nor did he neglect his own vineyard while he kept 
that of others. Of this the communications imme? 
diately succeeding the above, afford refreshing evit 
dence, containing such records as these : 

** Our prospects on this circuit are still brightening, 
but it will take labour and patience to seciure a general 



stir. I do think I never strove so hard for holikesrs 
as I have done the last two weeks. I helieve my soul 
will ascend. Glory to God. 

" I am learning to he more thankful for a little than 
I used to he. I see the reason I am not more holy 
and happy. There is not enough * looking to Jesus.' 
I am often shown that unhelief is a God-dishonouring 
sin, and that not looking to Jesus continually is only 
one remove from imhelief. I feel much disengage- 
ment from earth, and much delight at the thought of 
glory, yet there is not that momentary living in 
Heaven which I so often see before me, and from the 
attainment of which I hope I am not far. We are 
hoping for great times to-morrow and next day in this 
town (Mountrath.) The Lord he with us, and with 
imy dear friends in Ballycanew." 

Expectation from God, devoutly cherished and 
rightly directed, is never disappointed. On Christmas 
day, 1823, the congregations in Mountrath were large* 
and the indications hopeful. The Love-feast was held 
the following day. Mr. Downing preached, Mr. T. 
observes, one of the best sermons he ever heard, and 
such an overwhelming sense of the Divine presence 
was felt in the after meeting, as he had not witnessed 
since he came to the country. Nearly all declared 
they never were so happy before. Many in the 
classes now began to speak of sancttfication, the result 
of the " strong and explicit '* manner in which it was 
explained and enforced in the ministry of the Word. 
" I know," remarks Mr. T., " If I were more holy, I 
would speak much more boldly." And were minis- 
ters themselves wholly sanctified, — did they but 
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personally walk high in salvation, — ^would their trumpet 
on that subject give an uncertain sound ? 

Mr. T. thus describes the spirit and purposes with 
which he entered upon the new year : •* I am resolv- 
ing to live more fully to the Lord this year than ever. 
May I, while spared, be wholly his. I had this 

morning a most glorious season, while Mr. C and 

I prayed together. This old saint always does me 
good.'* To be a lover of good men is ever a promi- 
nent and amiable feature of true Christianity ; there* 
fore, continues Mr. T., — " he is amongst the very 
best of men, and will shine brighter in Heaven than 
many who have been much more known." 

Intent on spreading " scriptural holiness " through- 
out his circuit, he formed six bands, four in each, in 
Mountmelick, on New Year's Day ; cheered with the 
assurance that, " if rightly attended to, they would be 
made a great blessing to that society." He formed 
another for young men in Mountrath. All this, 
taken in connexion with the following reflections, will 
be regarded as a healthy spiritual pulse, indicative of 
vigorous and growing piety: "Nearly all this day 
that sweet text. Psalm cviii. 1 , was on my mind : 
' O ! God, my heart is fixed, I will sing and give 
praise.* I feel there is much wisdom in this mode of 
conduct : First, To get the heart fixed, fixed to be 
fully the Lord's, in every case, under all circum- 
stances ; and then we ought, secondly, to * sing :* 
This implies joy ; * and give praise :' This, I suppose, 
means that we adore God for his goodness, and that we 
tell others of it." This communication he concludes 
thus : " May I be more fully the Lord's ! O! how 
my heart longs to be his — his as I have never yet 
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been ! I am this morning with a newly-awakened 
family, who are all seeking Jesus. My own soul is 
in a sweet frame, forming plans to be more holy and 
more devoted to God." 

Aged ministers, if kind, sympathising, and com- 
municative, may be of incalculable service to their 
younger brethren, and through them to many, by in- 
quiring as to their habits, and then by giving suitable 
instructions, cautions, and encouragements, remember- 
ing their own early struggles ; and the dictate of hu- 
mility and prudence to the juniors in such case, would 
be to give respectful and obedient heed to counsel, 
the fruit of matured wisdom and experience. Mr. 
T. thus earnestly and thankMly availed himself of 
such advantage : '' I think the acquaintance of Mr. 
M*Kee, of Mountmellick, will be a blessing to me. He 
travelled twenty-nine years in our connexion, was 
useful and much-beloved. He is now a supernumerary. 
He is aman of very sweet spirit,but I imagine he should 
know a person a while before being very friendly, and 
then his friendship would be valuable, especially to a 
young man. He seems to be* coming much nearer 
to me than at first. He has not begun to advise me 
as freely as I would wish, but I think he will 
soon. He asks me about my reading, my plan of 
sermonizing, my visiting, &c. He also offered me 
the loan of some useful books which I had not read. 
You see the Lord raises up friends for me a9 I need 
them. He has given me some coimsels on prudence 
in my management of the people, for which I am 
truly obliged" 

Satisfied that he was in the order of Providence, he 
pursued his course of duty with loving zeal and even 



91 

joy. The societies in most places were quickened. 
Prayer ascended from many a heart, longing for an 
increase of personal piety, and for the conversion of 
sinners. ' Faith waxed stronger and stronger ; hope 
grew more lively ; and the prayer of faith, signally 
answered, was succeeded by songs of triiunphant 
praise. The successes of Dr. Carey in India suggested 
to the Baptist Missionary Society, as a motto for their 
Bi-centenary medal : 

« Attempt obeat things fob God ; 
Expect gbeat things fbou God." 

And does not the sure word of prophetic promise 
warrant such expectation ? " Fear not, O ! Land ; be 
glad and rejoice : for the Lord will do great things."* 
" We are praying and hoping " — ^this was the language 
of Mr. T. at this time — ** for great things." He 
laboured, as well as prayed and hoped. It is done to 
Christians according to their faith ; it might also be 
said according to their work of faith. Feeble faith, 
and scanty, fitful effort, can only produce correspond- 
ing results, according to the axioms : '* He which 
soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly, and he 
which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully." 
" Every man shall receive his own reward, according 
to his own labour." The subject of our narrative 
was, consequently, enabled to relate : " Although I 
cannot say with Bramwell, ' I see some saved every 
night,* thank God I can say I see some saved every 
round. Lord help me to labour for great things, and 
yet to be thankful for little things. I am not worthy 
to wipe a Bramwell*s shoes. I am getting more 

♦Joel ii. %l. 



fearful to say much about my experience than I used 
to be ; but I will say to the glory of God that my 
soul has enjoyed peculiar sweetness for several days 
past. My soul has been resting in God — ^my all. I 
see I am only beginning to live ! I will not be satis- 
fied short of all the fulness of God. There is an 
eternity of love before me. I often feel power to 
wrestle in prayer for my dear mother. We will be in 
Heaven yet." 

These are some of the "great things." More are 
to follow : " The Mountrath meeting was a blessed 
one indeed. Many declared they never saw such a 
meeting. Our house was very full, ground floor and 
gallery, in the Love-feast, and all felt that God was 
there. We had a few testimonies to entire sanctifica- 
tion, and several hungering after it ; and we had a 
cloud of witnesses clearly testifying that Cbrist hath 
power upon earth to forgive sins. Two received a 
conscious pardon during the meeting.. Mr. Down- 
ing says he saw nothing like it since he came, 
nor does he think the Moimtrath circuit was in 
so good a state these ten years. It will be a cross 
to me to leave it, if I happen to be moved ; but * Thy 
will be done* will enable me to take it up» Mr. 
Downing has been made very useful. Many will re- 
gret his removal. The Lord be praised for Metho- 
dism!" 

The narrative is interrupted with the important 
direction : " May my mother be so taken up with 
looking to Jesus and giving thanks, as to have no 
time for unbeUeving reasoning or complaint *Alf 
are yourss' O ! how great the legacy ! Claim all that 
is left you in your heavenly Father's will." 
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Then he resumes : " My soul is longing after God! 
He has my heart, and has emptied it. ! that HeI 
may fill it ! I get into the fields before and after 
preaching some of these fine evenings, and have 
blessed times. My God, help me to hunger after 
more of thyself every day ! Mount Melleck, 14th. — 
Striving to go to Heaven. I bless God that is al- 
ways uppermost. After ten : Come in from meeting 
the bands, and praying with some famiUes. Three in 
the bands testified clearly to the cleansing power of 
the blood of Christ." 

Yearning for the salvation of " those of his own 
household," he shortly after writes the following letter, 
so characteristic, to one of his brothers, m*ging him ta 
turn to God : 

" My dear Henry — You are very often on my 
mind. Your welfare lies very near my heart. I fre- 
quently regret that we did not speak more about that 
Eternity to which we are hastening. Were I at 
home now, I think we would converse and pray more 
together concerning it. Henry dear, I trust you are 
yourself beginning to think on the subject in right 
earnest. It is high time to give your heart to God. 
You know he made you for this ; that Christ died for 
this ; and you know you could not yourself relinquish 
the thought, no not for a moment, of getting to' 
Heaven. Lose Heaven ? Lose Heaven ? ! Henry, 
sm-e you could not think of losing Heaven. Begin 
to seek God now. ! put not off, but begin to-day: 
You often wish to be holy. Then set about seeking 
the Lord. You will find the ways of religion sweetly' 
pleasant. I greatly long for your conversion, and am- 
sometimes full of hope. ! disappoint me not. Did 
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I saj ms? Disappoint not the angels who have long 
VWted to carry the news to Heaven, * Ubie lost is found.* 
Disappoint not the God who made you, the Savioux 
who redeemed you, the good Spirit who is, who long 
has been, striving with you ; hut disappoint Hell of 
her hope, and Satan of his expectation, by ik>w turn- 
ing to God. Lord, what shall I say to persuade ? 
Lay to thy hand ! Melt him by thy love ! Horrify 
him at the thought of being lost, and le^ him to, thy^ 
self! ♦ * * * * 

Bead the best practical books, $uch a3 Alleine*s 
Alarm ; Baxter's Gall ; Doddridge's Eise and Progress ; 
and Wesley's Sermons ; still having God's book fir$t 
and last You ask, ' when can I read all these ?' I 
answer, do not waste tinie, and you will get over all and 
more." 

A few months after writing this letter, he conducted 
fbe Love-feast, in Abbeyleix, the best held there, the 
people said, since the division. The expectation was 
general that a revival was near, and many hearts were 
drawn out to pray for it. Meanwhile, his own soul 
^' longed, sometimes intensely, to be in everything 
like Jesus." 

To devise and execute plans of usefulness, the most 
extensive and permanent, is at once the privUege and 
duty of the Christian. He is bound, by obligation^ 
innumerable and affecting, to make provision, if possi* 
ble, to benefit the church and the world qfte^r his deaths 
One certain mode of operation for this purpose is to pro- 
mote the erection of places of worship where th^ 
Gospel may be purely preached, and the ordinance^ 
and discipline of Christianity duly administered. 
Sow rich the consolation that he may thus iivf^, and 
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his infltiencd be thus felt, to the gloty of God and tfaa 
welfare of man, hundreds of years after the grave htts 
closed upon him ! With these convictions, desires 
Bnd hopes, Mr. T. obtained from Lord Be Vesci % 
site, on easy terms, on which to erect a Methodist 
Chapel in the town of Abbeyleix. The momner of UtiJt 
gift enhanced its value, and led Mr. T. to regard hit 
lordship as " amongst the best noblemen in the world.*' 
In July, 1824, Mr. T. was appointed to the Boyle 
iEnd Eillesandra circuit. Having arrived at his des- 
tination, he writes home : *' I got safe to Killesandim 
tm Friday evening. My dear, kind-hearted John S. 
Wilson came more than forty milea out of his way td 
e±L0w me the road, and talk with me. He is truly in 
earnest. ! may our great Master bless and keejp 
him !" They formerly resided near each other, and 
Were the fruit of the same religious revival in the 
county of Wexford. The ardour of brother Wilson and 
of the early Methodists may by some be regarded 
as excessive ; but better give reason for such imputation 
ihsii that the poet's character of the primitive Chris- 
tians should have no counterpart in modem times ^. 

« With grace abundantly endnecly 
A pure believing mnltitade ; 
They all were of one heart and soul, 
And only love inspired the whole." 

Mr. T.'s predecessor had given him a larger character 
than he found convenient, since, he said, the people 
were led to expect great things. The circuit was not 
such as he would choose. There was much to do and 
something to suffer. The travelling ^as extensive* 
the population chiefly rustic, and he seldom had op* 
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jxJrttmity of intercourse with his ministerial brethren 
except when his " warm-hearted" brother Wilson, then 
stationed on the Trim Mission, came to see him ; in- 
,tercourse which, on such stations, and under such cir- 
cumstances, must have been mutually grateful and 
refreshing. He felt " quite easy as to his appoint* 
ment," trusting that all was in the order of God. 
Renewing his covenant-engagements, he gave himself 
"continually to prayer and to the ministry of the 
.Word," not without palpable tokens for good. In 
his correspondence he speaks of his eflfort to be much 
alone, that he might have much time for prayer and 
reading, and of the blessedness of communion with 
God. His prospects soon began to brighten in some 
places. In others, through the prevalence of Eoman? 
ism, there was no clay to make brick, except such as 
would not work." He enjoyed the scenery, so new 
to him, which he thus describes : ** The appearance 
of this coimtry is quite diflferent from the county 
Wexford. It is all hills and lakes. I have reckoned 
nineteen lakes, standing at the door of one of my 
lodgings. The lovely Shannon meanders through 
parts of this circuit. These things are very agreeable 
when the soul is happy in Jesus. what must the 
heavenly country be ! Glory be to God that we have 
it in prospect!" 

It will be seen from his next communication, dated 
October, 1824, that already his ministry had excited 
general attention and lively expectations of prosperity, 
the gracious results of the spirit in which he prose- 
cuted his work : " Aimt Morris asks me some questions, 
which I may answer through you. * Are your lodgings 
comfortable ?* With one exception, I have no damp 
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beds on this circuit, and the people are very affeo 
tionate ; but the lodgings are not what they were on 
the Mountrath circuit. * How is your health ?' Just 
AS good as at any time since I came out to travel, and 
I never expect it to be much better." It would, more 
than probably, have been otherwise, had he been dis- 
satisfied with his appointment, and repined at his lot. 
•* * Have you laid out any time to come home ?* I need 
not answer this question till April next. If spared 
till then, I may be laying out. There would not be 
the least use now in talking about home. We have 
encouraging hopes of a revival here. There are great 
congregations. I have had an unusual sense of the 
Pivine presence this last round. I often think I am 
one of the happiest men in existence. A child of 
God, all my sins forgiven, loving people to associate 
with, good books to read, and time to read them ! 
Above all, called to preach His Word, of which I have 
no doubt, a work my soiil delights in above all others, 
and which I think by far the most glorious imder the 
sun ! Surely I ought never to cease praising the 
Lord. And then the prospect of Heaven ! Glory to 
God that ever I was bom !" 

It was his meat and drink to minister to the health 
and comfort of " the flock of God," by letter as well 
as otherwise — " strengthening the diseased, healing 
the sick, binding up that which is broken." He thus 
counsels one of the weaklings of that flock : '* I hope 
you are kept looking to Jesus from moment to 
moment. This is the royal way, the safe way, 
God's own way, but the way that Satan peculiarly 
hates. He will do his utmost to turn you out of this 

K 
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way. He will make you look at earth, at business, at 
cares, at trifles, at self, at short-comings, at past un- 
faithfulness, at the sins which God has long since 
blotted out, anywhere or at anything, so he may in- 
duce you to hok off from. Christ. By this stratagem 
he keeps the soul from cultivating the spirit of praise, 
and prevents its momentary happiness in God. O ! 
yes, I know all this. May we therefore resist him 
and he will fly from us. Praise the Kedeemer this 
moment! Sick or well, joyful or sorrowful, per- 
plexed or comforted, praise Him ! You are His — He 
is yours — and in having Him you have all." And 
then he adds some information regarding himself 
and his circuit : " My health and spirits are remark- 
ably good— all well, if I had more holiness. We 
have nothing extraordinary on the circuit. The con- 
gregations in some places are very large for this 
country. In Carrick-on-Shannon we had an outcry 
lately. There are a few whom I greatly love for the 
length of our acquaintance. One blessing out of 
many attached to the life of a preacher is that he gets 
acquainted with so many of the excellent of the earth. 
I am at the very top of my ambition in my present 
calling. My love to your preachers. I regard myself 
as of one flesh and blood with the Methodist 
preachers." 

The next month there was ** no small stir" in seve- 
ral localities. His own account of it is : " We have 
blessed prospects on this circuit at present. The 
congregations are amazing, especially in this neigh- 
bourhood, (Carrick-on-Shannon) and some have joined 
the Carrick class every week for some weeks past. I 
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have not seen many thorougly converted yet, but there 
is a marvellous move among the people." And then 
he describes his method with the penitents : "I have 
been trying my favourite plan of proceeding with 
penitents, and I believe God made it a blessing. 
That is, I enquire, * do you believe the Lord is able 
— is willing — is willing now-*— now, this moment, to 
bless you ?' These questions answered — * then surely 
you are willing to receive the blessing at his hand ?' 
' O, yes !' Then we kneel down and pray, and pray, 
and pray again, and the Lord generally answers for 
himself." 

After all, does not this method require some expo- 
sition; exposition which, no doubt, would be given in 
exhortation or prayer at the time ? God is not able 
or willing to do anything inconsistent with his nature, 
attributes or government. It is true that He is able and 
willing to pardon the penitent just now. But why ? 
Because a sufficient oblation and satisfaction has been 
made for sin by the death of His Son ; and He can 
therefore forgive all sins that are past, consistently 
with the holiness of His nature, the honour of His 
law, and the rectitude of His administration; thus 
expressing infinite abhorrence to sm, and intense love 
to the sinner, inexorable justice, punishing sin in the 
person of the substitute, and abounding grace, pardon- 
ing the transgressor, in consideration of that vicarious 
atonement. 

In February Mr. T. relates that some were con- 
verted, and joined the society every month. His 
ministry, in one place, was attended by the gentry, 
and proved useful to some of them. He speaks with 
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affiectioiiate interest of Oqptain and Mis. , and of 

tlieir veiy promising fieanily. " He is thoroughly con- 
Terted,** remarks Mr. T., "but I do not like to reckon 
too soon upon grand folk.** In the midst of these 
labours and encouragements, death was r^arded with 
complacency, unmixed with a single boding fear: 
"I am very happy at times. Etemi<y seems very 
near, and the thought of Heaven always delights me. 
But O ! I wish I were veiy holy. I hope I shall.*' 

At the Conference of 1825, Mr. T. was reappointed 
to the Mountrath circuit, after an interval of but a 
year, with the Bev. James Johnston as superinten- 
dent. This was very grateful to his feelings, and his 
return was hailed with lively emotions of joy by the 
congregations and societies. His impressions con- 
cerning the Eev. Thomas Kerr and his wife, the 
f&iheT and mother of Mrs. Johnston, will not be un- 
interesting or imedifying: "Mr. Kerr is at first a 
little distant and sharp, and I think could give a 
young preacher a smart brushing if he deserved it ; 
however, we seem to be coming nearer to each other. 
Mrs. Kerr is a holy woman. She always reminds me 
of Mrs. Fletcher when I see her. She is really a 
fine old saint — ^her heart fiiU of God, her tongue full 
of His praise.'* 

Heartily ashamed of himself, yet greatly comforted 
and encoiuraged, he gave himself afresh to God in 
covenant, and entered upon his work in the spirit of 
prayer and of entire consecration. His commimion 
with God, somewhat interrupted evidently by the re- 
moval firom one circuit to another, became more inti- 
mate, and, with that closer communion, his personal. 
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«lkijoyiiient sensibly increased. ** Some days the last 
fortnight," he writes, ** I have been so happy as I 
rode along that I could scarcely contain myself. One 
day in particular, I thought of Bunyan, who said he 
would have told his happiness to the crows, could 
they have understood him. Last night, after a field- 
meeting at the rock of Dunamace, Mr. and Mrs. 
Johnston and I spent the night at good Mr. T.'s. 
At family prayer the presence of the Lord came down 
and quite overwhelmed us. We wept aloud ; we 
prayed, concluded, and remained on our knees, for 
no one would rise. Thus were we engaged for more 
than an hour. This I hope is a token for good. O ! 
how I wish that I had always loved God. O that I 
may never love him less than at this moment !" 

His reflection on the death of Summerfleld is ad* 
monitory and impressive. ** That prodigy and emi- 
nent preacher, John Summerfleld, died of dropsy of 
the chest, at New York, on 10th of last June. How 
many great men die yoimg ! Brainerd, Walsh, 
Martyn, Kirke White, and now Summerfleld — all 
under thirty I O ! life, life, what a vapour ! May we 
all live for Heaven to-day r 

September 12. — He informs his Uncle Morris: 
** Last Sxmday evening, in Mountmellick, two persons 
had to regulate the house, in order to get the people 
stowed into it. I never saw it so fiill before." Thus 
did listening crowds testify their satisfaction at his 
reappointment to the circuit. 

It was a wise purpose he formed at this time — a 
wise purpose at all times : ** I flnd it well to deter- 
mine, I wUl be happy, if I can. When thus resolved, 
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trifles no longer disturb— -there is a sweet calm* 
Glory to God it is so with me. I have had very 
sweet seasons in secret these weeks past My soul 
is sometimes exceedingly happy/* 

He notices the September Love-feast, in the place 
last mentioned, with emphatic pleasure : *' We had a 
most blessed Love-feast on Tuesday last. Five 
or six professed to receive purity of heart. Mr. 
Johnston was sometimes so happy in the course of 
the meeting, as to sit down in the pulpit quite over- 
whelmed.** 

Union between a superintendent and his colleague 
or colleagues, the fruit of mutual affection and con- 
fidence, is essential, not only to their personal com- 
fort, but to the harmony and prosperity of the circuit. 
Where this is not the case, suspicions, jealousies, 
evil-speakings, party spirit, generating *' schism in 
the body,*' with all its frightful evils, are the natural, 
inevitable, and deplorable consequences. Where 
unity takes place— cordial, sincere, practical — and a 
respectful candour, an honest frankness, is not inimi- 
cal to such unity— the beneficial results, as to their 
number, magnitude, and permanency, cannot be too 
highly estimated. ** Perhaps,** says Mr. Tackabery, 
*' no two preachers ever pulled together more sweetly 
than Mr. Johnston and I do.** And the influence for 
good of their hearty affection and co-operation is felt 
by many to this day! 

I have still in remembrance the animated manner 
in which, at our annual conferences, Mr.. T. has some- 
times expressed to me the pleasure with which he 
looked forward to seasons of closet communion with 
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Qod die ensaing jear. His experience at the period 
now under consideration was especially the restQt of 
such exercises: "I often review my inheritance. 
Whenever faith is clear and strong, I could then 
willin^y wing my way to the City in the Skies. The 
thoo^t of this is very sweet, and the earnest of it 
sweeter. I have many precious times in secret, and am 
ev er y week expecting more." Again: *'I think, upon the 
whole, the quarter that has elapsed since Conference 
has been one of the best of my life. I am usually 
Uessed with such a sense of Jehovah's presence, as 
causes everything to flow evenly on. I am very busy 
and veiy happy. Between preaching, reading, writing, 
visiting families, hard study and private devotion, I 
have plenty to occupy every moment of my time ; and 
O ! how sweet to look through all to a happy eternity ! 
When I get right views of k, everything below seems 
little indeed ! O ! the weight of glory !" 

The winter of this year was a time of great mor- 
tality on the circuit. Some with whom he was wont 
to be a guest, in regular course, having exchanged 
worlds, led him to adopt the poet's reflections as his 
own: 

^ What says the transportation of our friends ? 
It bids us love the place where now they dweU^ 
And scorn this wretched spot they leave so poor; 
Heaven gives ns Mends to hless the present scene ; 
Besnmes them to prepare ns for the next." 
To keep the tongue in proper control, is one of the 
most important, as it is perhaps one of the most 
difficult, branches of self-government ; and to keep 
the heart engaged with God in prayer and praise, in 
the midst of agreeable and edifying conversation, may 
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not be less so. Self-knowledge, an ardent desire fof 
nnintemipted fellowship with Ood, and momentaiy 
meetness for Heaven, will probably induce the con* 
viction that these duties are imperative. Mr. T. 
entered upon the year 1826 with such conviction, and 
there followed the happiest results. Under date 
January 25, he writes : " I have been trying these few 
days what saying little and praying much will do. 
O the blessedness of drawing very near to the Lord ! 
Last night, while giving out the first hymn in Glo- 
naslee, I was so melted and affected with the love of 
Jesus to me, that I could scarcely sing or speak.'* 

The adaptation of Satan's devices is as complete as 
their variety is extensive. His wiles are suited to all 
stages of religious experience, all external circum- 
stances, all relations of life, all periods of existence, 
and all offices in the church. Churches collectively 
— in their administrative capacity — are not exempt 
from them. At one time he may tempt to laxity of 
discipline in the case of immoral members, and at 
another to measm-es of undue severity. The latter 
was the stratagem against which the Apostle found 
it needful to caution the Corinthian Chiurch. What 
wisdom, prudence, charity, fidelity are required by 
the executive of every Christian commxmity. Ministers 
also, especially usefiil ministers, are peculiarly the 
objects of diabolic cunning, malice, treachery, as, in 
the battle-field, commanders are marked men, and many 
a deadly aim will be taken to bring them down. Mr. 
Tackaberry thus notices one of these lyiles : — " I have 
been thinking of one of Satan's most common temp- 
tations, namely, that full sanctification should not be 
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sou^t tiU we ure about to leave the world, since 
liaving attained it, we must be so watchful as to haye 
no comfort of our lives, and probably might lose it 
again. Now^ the higher we rise in religion the 
greater our degree of ei^ojment and of power.'' 

One of Mr. T.'s maxims was that, *' Populari^ 
without usefulness is a dangerous thing,** — a maiim 
which exerted a beneficial influence upon his own 
heart and ministry. The danger is imminent In 
the present day such is the estimate in which talent 
is held, apart from piety and other soul-saving quali- 
ties in ministers, that superior intellect, a brilliant 
genius, and a discursive fancy, combined with advan- 
tages of voice and manner, are siire to attract the 
crowd. But is there no ground for apprehension, in 
such case, that the preacher is in danger of being 
satisfied at having secured the admiration of his 
auditoiy as his end and reward? Is there no 
room to fear that the hearers are in danger of so* 
lacing themselves with the intellectual treat, con- 
tented and resolved meanwhile to continue the slaves 
of sin ? How just, forcible, and necessary the senti- 
ments of a late writer on this subject: ** I am afraid 
the taste is not quite so pure, correct and elevated on 
this matter as it should be. There is, it is true, a de- 
mand, and it is well there is, for a vivacious and ani- 
mated manner of preaching ; and, provided there be 
what is intellectual, there is a decided preference for 
what is evangelical in association with it ; but, there 
is reason to fear that, in some cases, a small modicum 
of evangelical truth would do, provided there was an 
abundance of talent. Earnestness is demanded ; but, 
with some, it is rather the earnestness of the head 
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than of the heart ; the laboured and eloquent effusion 
of the scholar, the philosopher or the poet, rather 
than the gush of hallowed feeling of him who 
watcheth for souls as one that must give account. 
There is an idolatry of talent in this day which runs 
through society ; and this man-worship has crept also 
into the church, and corrupted its members. It is 
painful to perceive how far this is carried in many 
circles, and to see what homage is paid, what incense 
is burnt, to some popular favourites. It is not religion 
or holiness that is thus elevated, but genius and 
knowledge. It is not moral beauty, but intellectual 
strength, that is lauded to the skies : the loftiest 
models of human goodness receive but few devotees 
and scanty offerings at their shrine, compared with 
the gods of the understanding. It is very evident 
that, in many cases, the Gospel is loved, if loved at 
all, for the sake of the talent with which it is preached, 
and not the talent for the sake of the Gospel. There 
can be no surer mark of a moral apostacy, a lapse 
from man's primseval innocence, when he came per- 
fect from the hands of his Maker, bearing the moral 
image of his Creator, than this disposition to exalt 
genius above piety. 

" That some respect must be paid to talent, even 
in the ministry of the Word, is admitted ; such a dis- 
position is inseparable from hrunan nature, and is a 
part of the design of God in creating our race, and 
fprming man with varied powers of the understand- 
ing : a fine intellect is to be admired as well as an 
elegant form or a beautiful flower ; and so much the 
more as that which is mental is superior to that which 
is corporeal. But, when the Christian public shall be 
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so enamoured of talent, as to admire it more than the 
message which it is employed to set forth ; when no 
preacher can he heard with pleasure or endurance^ 
however sound his doctrine, clear his statements, im- 
pressive his manner, or earnest his address, unless 
his discourse is radient with the light of genius, or 
fragrant with the flowers of rhetoric ; when truth 
itself is impalatable, unless it be sweetened with the 
honey of human eloquence, — and even error so sweet- 
ened can be swallowed for the sake of the luscious 
accompaniment; when the hearer of a sermon can 
turn from it with disgust, because it fails to regale 
his fancy by the brilliancy of its images, or to lull 
his ear by the smoothness and harmony of its periods ; 
when this is the state of the public taste — and it is 
to be feared that, to a great extent, it is the state of 
it now — surely it is time to call the attention of our 
congregations to something higher and better."* 

Another of Mr. T.'s pulpit maxims was, that " a 
minister should always tell his hearers something they 
did not know before." Hence he gave himself in- 
cessantly to reading and study, as well as to prayer. 
His preaching combined instruction, correction, 
warning, persuasion, and consolation in their due pro- 
portions, as if intent to realise the petition : 

" Fumish'd out of thy treasury, 
O 1 may we always ready stand 
To help the souls redeem'd by thee 
In what their various states demand ; 
To teach, convince, correct, reprove, 
And build them up in holiest love." 

♦ An Earnest Ministry the Want of the Times. By Eev. J. 
A. James. Pages 296-300. 
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He was a popular preacher ; but his popularity was of 
the desirable, the safe kind. The people were drawn 
to hear him more from a desire to he profited than to he 
pleased, *^ more from a vkw to their salvation than to their 
wUeUectual gratification. Of this, an example is fur- 
nished in a communication dated Mountmellick, 
March 20, 1826 : ** We had a good Love-feast at Abbey- 
leix, on Friday ; and I preached to the largest congre- 
gations I ever saw in our house here last night and 
this night — ^but to reach their hearts. This has been 
with me a week of much labour in private prayer, and 
of unusual happiness of soul. O how near seems 
Eternity ! The Lord I hope is drawing me into more 
recoUectedness and guardedness ; more into Himself. 
Glory be to Him." 

Beligious meditation is a certain means of higb 
and pure enjoyment. Thus, when the Psalmist says, 
'* My meditation of Him shall be sweet," he imme- 
diately adds, " I will be glad in the Lord."* Again, 
the same connexion is observable, where he says, 
** When I remember Thee upon my bed, and meditate 
on Thee in the night watches, my soul shall be satisfied 
as with marrow and fatness, and my mouth shall 
praise Thee with joyful lips, "f Mr. T. found it espe- 
cially so at this time. " That text," he remarks, 
** has been on my mind every day this week. * My 
meditation of Him shall be sweet.* O ! how sweet to 
contemplate the happiness we shall soon enjoy in 
His presence !" Again : ** The thought of glory should 
occupy most of our thoughts. It has enraptured me 
sometimes this month. Heaven ! Heaven ! And 

* Psalm civ. 34. f Psalm IziiL 5, 6. 
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diaU we be ttiere directly ? I am striving and prqr" 
mg that I may not fret for anything, but be always 
hi^py.** Again : '* The heart kept above by looking 
to Jesus, meditation and prayer, what happiness is 
enjoyed! llie want of this is the reason why we 
lukve 80 little sitting in Heavenly places — so little re- 
joicing eyermore, now-a-days. How refreshing often 
to retire, and in delightful meditation to contemplate 
tiie glories of the upper world ! To feel Heaven a 
reality I To anticipate being there soon! At first 
^he heart may be cold, and the mind wander ; but 
when we t>er8evere, the affections glow with Divine 
warmth) and melt in adoring thankfulness. Our 
home seems at hand! Already we are in spirit 
amongst saints and angels — ^already at the feet of 
Jesus 1 Jesus who loved me and gave Himself for meT 
The times in which we live, the spirit of the age, 
and the example of most Christian professors, may 
be unfavourable to this contemplative piety, this 
bidden, life ; but yet is its cultivation as possible and 
profitable as ever. Nor can there be any want of 
subjects for meditation, since the Holy Scriptures 
supply them in such number and diversity. Were 
we shut up to two— God and Heaven — ^there were no 
dearth of matter for hallowed and felicitous thought; 
God in His varied and infinite perfections, His pleni- 
tude of glories. His amazing wisdom. His wonderful 
counsels. His boundless benevolence, His redeeming 
mercy, His pardoning., adopting, and sanctifying 
grace. His preserving power. His purposes of love 
towards His obedient children — ^for O I His thoughts 
concerning them are thoughts of peace and not of 

L 
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enL And Heaven : its amplitude, the perfection of 
its inhabitants, its universal and complete harmony-— 
no difiference of judgment, no discordance of senti- 
ment, no alienation or coldness of affection ; its ex- 
emption from mental and physical infirmity, its 
beatific vision, its pure and exalted fellowship, the 
Tftriety of its enjoyments, the perpetuity of its bliss. 

Mr. T. sympathized with apprentices and young 
men serving as busmess-assistants in their trials and 
dangers. He thus admonishes one of these, a friend 
of his own : ^ In general, the first set that is made on 
a boy when he goes to business is to get him to give 
credit, and to lend small sums without acquamting 
his master. To induce him to do this, it will be 
argued, ' Surely there can be no harm in it ? I will 
pay you before long ; the master cannot know ; and^ 
as it will oblige me, and be no loss to him, why not 
let me have it ? Nor need you enter it Mtii^, for I will 
pay you so soon, it is not worth while.' All this looks 
veiy plausible ; the credit is given, and given once, 
how can it be refused a second time, or how can it be 
refrued to others whom they may tell ? Some, no 
doubt, might be honest and pay it, others would not. 
You ask them ; they put it off; you are afraid to tell 
the master ; so they would have it ; and how is it to 
end? 0! beware of this snare. I knew, last year 
in — , a nice young lad who so deeply hurt his 
character by a thing of that sort, that I think it will 
never recover. Character is very precious. Be civil, 
be courteous, be obliging to all. I do not mean that 
assumed shop-civility, which continues just so long 
as they are gaming, and then changes into incivility 
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and tmkindness ; but that desire to please which is 
the essence of trae courtesy, and which, while it costs 
nothing, makes others happy, and leaves a sweet 
sasvoxa on the mind. Study also to gratify your 
master in everything lawful. The directions of a 
master, while consistent with reason and religion, 
ahoold he sacredly attend\Bd to." 

Apprentices would do weU to remember that, ac- 
tfocding to the meaning of the term, (from a^^endre^ 
to learn) during this period of their life, they must, 
like earnest students, make up their minds eheerfuUy 
to submit to inconyenienoies, endure what they con* 
aider hardships, and encounter difficulties, in order 
to nuuUr the handicraft or business, animated by the 
aasnrance that the enjoyments of after-life will, with 
the Divine blessing, amply reward their pains. Meaor 
fdiile, it is incumbent on the master to render the lot 
of the apprentice, sufficiently trying at best, as happy 
AS may be; having due regard to the anxieties of 
par^its, the indescribable feelings of a lad away from 
imder a mother's eye and deprived of her tender 
core, and to the treatment he would claim for his own 
flon in similar circumstances. 

As the annual Conference drew near, Mr. T. desired 
the privilege of attending it, assigning, as his reasons: 
** It would teach me wit, if it were not my own fault, 
and would revive my spirit to see our dear assembled 
veterans.** 



CHAP. IV. 

1 826-1828.— DUBLIN. 

In cities and large towns, unquestionably, the numner 
of Gospel preaching requires the most skilful 
adaptations. There are to be found accomplished scho- 
lars, men of taste and refinement, who can receive 
little profit, — ^unless, indeed, the pride of intellect be 
subdued by grace, — ^from a ministry, no matt^ how 
practical, that is not distinguished by intelligence and 
r^earch, together with those various qualities sought 
«fter by persons of superior minds and attainments. 
There also are to be found infidels and sceptics of 
Various grades, all exercising a baneful influence in 
tbeir circles; an influence which v^ill live in its bitter 
tesults after they are dead : gifted men, it may be,. — 
men of no mean acquirements in literature and scioice, 
— ^but whose knowledge is desecrated ; who sneer at 
ifih&t is sacred^ and labour to sap the foundations of 
truth and virtue. To reach their case, and to preserve 
others from contamination, how needful that the Gos- 
pel minister be qualified to '* contaid earnestly** and 
successfully ''for the faith once delivered to the 
saints.** 

In large and populous towns and cities there is 
great variety of character and occupation : a consider- 
able proportion of the inhalHtants> perhaps the 
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flBJqonty, ii9i comprised of the working classes; — 
those who have to earn their hread by the sweat 
of their brow. ** The poor have the Oospel 
preached to them,*' and it should be so preached 
as to suit their capacities, their condition, their necee- 
aities. Then the case of those whose labour is more 
mental than manual is to be provided for in the pub^ 
lie ministry, those who have an eager appetite, a 
craving for intellectual improvement, but whose occu- 
pation gives them little or no time for mental culture. 
These are to be fed '' with knowledge and und^j^ 
standmg.'* 

. In such places are to be found the wealthy, those 
who age rich by inheritance, or those who have risen 
to opulence by commercial diligence and enterprise, 
Sudi aire to be admonished of the danger of richp^t-^ 
Ihai it is neivt tQ impowbU for a rich man to enter the 
Kingdom of God.* They are to be reminded that 
fiahea are ** uncertain" and imsatisfying; that there* 
fore the possessor of them must not trust in them ; 
ihey are to be charged to be *Vrich in good works, 
ready to distribute, willing to communicate." They 
are to be cautioned against '*the deceitfolnesa of 
riches ;"t because they promise happiness and security, 
but bring perplexity, care, fear, vexation, peril, — and 
thus, like Judas, who was corrupted, aye, ruined by 
them, they kiss but to betray. These truths, unpa* 
latabla to rich men, must be enunciated frequently 
and fearlessly by the minister of God, if he would be 
pure from their blood. 
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* Here alsd are to be found the proud, the gay, the 
▼am, since the marts of merchandize and the em- 
poriums of wealth are sure to be at once the source and 
centre of the fashions of the countiy and of the day. 
Here the votaries of fashion are most numerous and 
enthusiastic. On her worshippers, reason, argument, 
satire are spent in vain. What anxiety is felt, what 
hours are squandered, that one of her imperious rules 
may not be violated ! What lavish expenditure of 
money is incessantly demanded to procure offerings 
for her shrine ! What rational and immortal being 
can pay this homage without intolerable mental bon* 
dage and degradation \ But who has courage to make 
war against this tyranny ? Who will " rise up " for 
God "against the evil-doers?** Who will make a 
stand "against the workers of iniquity?** Who, if 
&e minister of Christ does not ? It is his province 
te declare, with solemn emphasis, that " the fashion 
of this world passeth away ;** that money is a talent, 
the use of which must be accounted for in the day of 
judgment ; that day when "the lo% looks shall be 
humbled, and thie haughtiness of the children of men 
shall be bowed down.** 

' .Here again are to be foqnd multitudes whose 
duly calling exposes them to subtle and dangerous 
temptations ; temptations perhaps unsuspected and 
unperceived, but all the more dangerous for that 
reason. Men in the same branch of trade, for ex? 
tenple^ men once on terms of intimacy it may be, if 
they are not allied by personal kindred, or if neither 
acquaintances or relations, still rivdU in business ! One 
of these employs successful means to secure attention 
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4uid cusi(»n: ho expense is spared to attract the 
piiblie eye, to impress the public mind. His object 
IB attained. What envies, jealousies, suspicions, and 
even hatred, are thus awakened in the heart of his 
competitor ! With what eagerness do they contend 
for the prize of public favour, a prize which, when 
one has won, is sure to make the other a prey to the 
basest passions and purposes ! Here is occasion, — and 
how constant such occasions in places of commerce, — 
for the spiritual watchman to soimd an alarm : to de- 
&e envy ; to expose its evils ; to prescribe its remedy. 
How correct the picture of an envious man, as drawn 
by Bishop Hall : " He is an enemy to God*s favours, 
if they fall beside himself; the best nurse of ill-fame ; 
a man of the worst diet, for he consvunes himself, and 
delights in pining ; a thorn hedge covered with net- 
tles ; a peevish interpreter of good things ; and no 
other than a lean and pale carcass quickened with a 
fiend.** Hatred, malice, and all uncharitableness are 
properly associated with envy; and when a person 
becomes the object of these deadly passions, the 
tongue will be set on fire of Hell to blast his reputa- 
tion, to wound his feelings, and» if possible, to com- 
pass his ruin. Hence the necessity for ministerial 
denunciation of the sins of the tongue, and of earnest 
exhortations to keep that unruly member imder need- 
ful restraint, though a severe bit and bridle were 
required for the purpose. 

Extravagant dispositions and habits will not unfire- 
quently call for reproof and correction in such places. 
The stimulus to profuse outlay, that there may be the 
appearance of property and respectability, — ^in imitation 
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'6t the wealth and elegance of other citizens, — is power- 
fully and extensively operative. Meanwhile much of 
this show is fictitious; l^e splendid equipage, the 
country house, the rich furniture, the sumptuous 
entertainments, all at the expense of truth and upright- 
ness, heing procured hy schemes of cozenage and 
dishonour. Such disreputahle arts, such flagrant, 
though disguised, violations of the Eighth Command- 
ment, demand from the pulpit unsparing exposure 
and warning; and the inculcation of those plain 
duties — " Owe no man anything hut love ;" " Bender 
to all their due." How well if all to whom the ahove 
remarks are applicahle would, in time, ponder the 
adage of the mother of Philip Melancthon : 

" If more than your field 
Can produce, you consume-— 
Iteckon ruin, at leasts 
If not hanging, your doom.* 

In large manufacturing and commercial towns, the 
temptations of the young are varied and powerful, 
tbeir dangers imminent, and their claims upon minis- 
terial solicitude, consequently, affecting and urgent. 
What opportunities and inducement^ to mingle in the 
company of the vain, the frivolous, the profane, the 
licentious ! To read hooki^ of fiction — ^gratifying the 
fimcy, it may he, but vitiating the mind and comiptr 
ing the heart I To throw off parental restraint, to 
despise parental authority, to indulge the pride of 
independence ! What temptation to violate the holy 
Sabbath t And bow many excuses will be pleaded 
for its violatloA-*-recreation so neoessary after U^ 

* D'Auhigne. 
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^p^eek's confinement — and so fine an opportunity to 
study and admire the works of nature and art! 
Meanwhile the house and worship of God are ne- 
glected, the Sabbath is made a day of traffic, a day of 
pleasure, often a day of toil and fatigue; thus turning 
aside the holy day from the original design of its 
institution, in open and daring defiance of the Divine 
will and law ! How many evils follow in the wake of 
Sabbatii desecration! "Of aU the persons," says 
that distinguished judge. Sir Matthew Hale, ** who 
were convicted of capital crimes while I was on the 
bench, I found few only who would not confess, on 
enquiry, that they began their career of wickedness 
by a neglect of the duties of the Sabbath, and vicious 
conduct on that day." 

Then in these places how numerous and fascinating 
the opportunities for what imagination paints as re- 
spectable and lucrative gambling! Here a lottery, 
there a billiard-room, — but to entrap, to bewitch, to 
spoil ! A great painter has admirably illustrated this 
propensity when he exhibits the soldier on the ground 
engaged in gambling at the very moment the decision 
was taking that the Son of God should be put to 
4eath. They were too much absorbed to look up, or 
take any interest in the scene ! 

Not to dwell on the melancholy fact, that the snaren 
itgainst which Solomon so often raises his warning 
voice, in tones distinct and palpable, are here so 
numerous — snares into which many an unwary youth 
has fallen to rise no more : *' For the lips of a strange 
woman drop as an honey comb, and her mouth is 
jBmoother than oil : who forsaketh the guide of her 
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youth, and the covenant of her God. For her house 
inolineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead. 
I beheld among the sunple ones a young man yoid of 
understandmg passing through the street near her 
oomer ; with her much fair speech she caused him to 
yield ; with the flattering of her lips she forced him. 
He goeth after her straightway, as an ox to the 
slaughter, or as a fool to l^e correction of the stocks; 
till a dart strike through his liver, as a bird hasteth 
to the snaM, and knoweth not that it is for his life.'* 

How varied and enticing are other sources of un- 
hallowed pleasure! The flaming placard, and the 
newspaper advertisement, constantly annotmce some 
new attraction ; something of which the multitude 
speaks with enthusiasm, and which it would be vulgar 
and unfashionable not to have seen I What great 
harm to go for once ? Although conscience speaks in 
accents not to be misunderstood, as to the folly 
and danger of a single compliance. Theatrical 
amusements are among the most enchanting and 
seductive, as they are the most pernicious. Our 
Lord's words are a sufficient refdtataon of the argu- 
ments usually advanced in fitvour of the stage: 
'< The tree is known by its flmit" The fruit 
is notoriously evil, and therefore the tree itself is 
corrupt The fact that persons seldom justify the 
theatre as it i$, but as it might be, or as it was de^ 
signed to be, ought to suffice for its condemnation. 
Persons talk of reforming the theatre. It has been 
tried ; and Hie question is now settled that a theatre 
loses its attractions so soon as it is reformed. 

But what are the fruits of this tree? Money is 
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needlessly, and, theiefore, sinfully expended; the 
imagiTi ftrinin ig poUuted, the taste is vitiated, the pas- 
sions are inflamed ; and then follow licentiousness, 
poverty, wretchedness, eternal misery. But this is 
not all. The play-goer exerts a baneful influence 
upon others. The evil is prolific. Its name is Legion ; 
fixr the pleasing vice cannot be indulged, such is its 
nature, and so Satan would have it, without deadly 
oonsequences, that are relative as well as personal; 
consequences which are multiplied and aggravated as 
time rolls on, and which, therefore, as to their number 
and magnitude, are beyond all power of calculation. 

In order to meet the necessities of the various 
classes and circumstances of the population in such 
places, it vdll at once be evident that the public mi- 
nistiy of the Word must not only instruct and please, 
and thus prove acceptable to the intelligent and re- 
fined, but it must adapt itself to the masses ; it must 
deal largely with the conscience ; it must aflect the 
heart ; it must move the will ; or otherwise few, if any, 
souls will be saved from death. 

Mr. Tackaberry was appointed to the Dublin Cir- 
cuit at the Conference of 1826, with the Bev. Messrs. 
Samuel Wood and John Stuart The morning after 
his arrival in the city, he made a renewed and solemn 
dedication of himself to God ; and thenceforward gave 
himself to ministerial and pastoral duties in the spirit 
of unreserved consecration. His own words will best 
describe the freedom from mental dissipation and 
distraction, and from uneasy fear, with which he en- 
tered upon his work: '* I never found coming into 
this city take so little eflect upon my mind. I scarcely 
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as if I were in Tomagaddy fields. I have been giving 
myself afresh to God thlB morning, and trust He will 
accept the offering, and be with me. I have not now 
the fears with which I was agitated when I first re- 
ceived the appointment. Thank God they are gone." 
August 28. He writes : " Thank the Lord, I get 
on very smoothly up to this. I preached but once 
yesterday for a wonder. Mr. Myles, one of the oldest 
preachers in the world, filled my place at twelve, in 
Abbey Street. I hope I shall like this city much 
better than I thought I would." And then he relates 
an incident which instructively exhibits the aim of his 
ministry : " One of the local preachers of this city 
told me a circumstance on Satiurday which en- 
couraged me a good deal. 'I went,* he said, *to 
Whitefriar Street, on the Sunday evening, to hear 
you, determined to criticize every word. When you 
named your text, 2 Cor. xiii. 6, Examine yourselves 
whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves : 
Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ 
is in you, except ye be reprobates? I thought I 
should observe closely, for that was one of my texts, 
and one upon which I had thought much ; but I was 
soon driven to look at my own heart, and almost 
beaten fix>m my purpose. However, I soon rallied, 
resolved again to criticize ; but, before you were half 
done, seeing your object was to save souls, I forgot 
my errand, and criticized no more.* This he related 
before three others and myself, and finished by say- 
ing, I * converted him from criticizing.* You can 
scarcely conceive how much this has encouraged me. 
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to be more devoted to God than I have ever been yet" 
The dxrect aim of his preaching was highly appre- 
ciated, — ^no mean proof of their good sense and piety, 
— «^ the Dublin people. This he was soon made to 
fed, and it had a salutary influence upon his heart 
and ministry, of which the following extract gives 
evidence : " We walked a good deal through the city 
to-day, and then took a look at it from the top of 
Nelson's Pillar, a place on which I had never been 
before. I have come now to my room to try 'to get on 
the mountain top, and to obtain a view of a more 
glorious city : O ! yes, more glorious far to me ; for 
in this city I have none inheritance, no, not so much 
as to set my foot on, save the loan of a couple of 
rooms for a few months ; but O ! 

* There is my house, my portion fair. 
My treasure and my heart are there, 

And my abiding home ; 
For me my elder brethren stay, 
And angels beckon me away. 

And Jesus bids me come !' 

And I bless the Lord my heart often exults while I 
review it, and never more than at some times since I 
came to Dublin. O ! the Lord is very good to ws : I 
thank EBm, I love Him, I hope to be more fully His 
than ever. I think I shall like Dublin better than I 
expected. There are some precious people — several 
praying souls in it ; and not a few who love plain, un- 
varnished, experimental preaching. I never preached 
plainer in all my life than these last three weeks/' 
Next month he writes iagain : " I know it will do you 
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good to hear I am yeiy wdl and getting cm very 
sweetly as respects myself. There are many spiri- 
tual people in the Dublin society ; persons whom I 
will get very fond o£ I see nothing else in the world 
like Methodism. Glory be to God for it Our con- 
gregations are large and very attentive. Having met 
various classes for tickets this fortnight, I praise God 
for our people." 

His next communication states a fact, which opens 
up a question ftill of interest, but which it may not be 
so easy to solve : ** We have had two or three re- 
markable instances lately of persons given over, 
recovering again in answer to prayer. One of these 
oases has excited considerable observation, and I hope 
led many to have more faith in God." True, the 
prayer of faith saves the sick, and the Lord raises 
him up. But faith is founded on knowledge ; it 
cannot be legitimately exercised, prayer cannot be 
successfully offered, except in accordance with the 
Divine will, as revealed. " This is the confidence that 
we have in Him, that if we ask anything according 
to His will, He heistreth us, and if we know that He 
hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have 
the petitions that we desired of Him.*** The diffi- 
culty is to know whether it is the Divine will thatihe 
sick person in question should recover. It is not the 
subject of a written revelation. It is appointed unto 
all men once to die. Then how can it be known that 
that restoration in this case is agreeable to the mind 
iA God ? How else than by a distinct intimation to 

♦IJohn^U, 16. 
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that effect from His Spirit to the heart ; an intimatioB 
iUiderstood> credited, laid h(dd of, by the suppliant 
who has devotional intimacy and power with Him ? 

Mr. T. proceeds to relate : " We had recently in 
this city a Mr. Smith from London, a Baptist minis- 
ter. He held meetings in our chapel in Abbey 
Street, in order to form a Bethel Union Society for 
the mstruction of sailors. In his speeches he told us 
many remarkable anecdotes, one of which I think will 
do me good as long as I live. At the conclusion, he 
stated that he had been to sea himself in early life ; 
that he was a wicked navy officer for many years ; 
and that he attributed, under God, his preservation 
from danger in battle, &c., to the prayers of a pious 
mother. This reached my heart." The minister 
accoimted for his preservation otherwise than by the 
absolute " decrees of God," as Mr. Wesley did that 
of the Rev. John Newton, of Olney, when he read his 
autobiography. ** I gave a second reading," he says, 
" to that lively book, Mr. Newton's account of his 
own experience. There is something very extraordi- 
nary therein ; but one may accoimt for it without a 
a jot of predestination. I doubt not but his, as well 
as Colonel Gardiner's conversion, was an answer to 
his mother's prayers." * 

In October Mr. T. informs one of his brothers : " I 
have had sweet foretastes of Heaven this week. I am 
longing to be holy. I find little ground is gained 
without much labour in prayer ; and this is sometimes 
hard work. May I thus labour for the meat that 
endureth unto everlasting life !" It may be '* hard 

♦ Works, vol. 3, p. 376. 
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wcA** to fix the mind intentfy; to recal it when it 
wanders ; to resist temptations, in soch ease, to dis- 
comvgement and nnbelief; to exercise the fdl] 
assorance of ftith, nnder circnmstanees mi&Toarable 
almost to any degree of ftith, rnxj indeed be '*hard 
work,** But **he that regardeth the wind will not 
sow ;** and the hardy husbandman sows m hepe. To 
despair of a crop would paralize all his energies, O! 
what an abundant yield is muformly Yonehsafed by 
the Lord of the harvest when the Christian perse' 
yeringly ** labours in ipmjet V* 

Then foUows the impressive admonition: "Are 
you seeking God ? I have stood by the deadi-bed of 
a young man since I came to Dublin who was taken 
off with a few days* illness, only two months married, 
and but twenty-one years old ! It was an affecting 
sig^t O ! how he warned his younger brothers, and 
promised to serve God should he recover V 

The same month he thus pours out his heart to an 
afflicted Christian friend : *' The pious Baxtar used 
to say an affliction is lost when we are not made 
better by it I do trust you will preach to us such 
lessons of patience, of resignation, and when yon 
shall have folly recovered this, of gratitude, as you 
have never done before. In Heaven we shall know 
more folly than we can now ; and I believe we shall 
then see that all these painful weaning flU were in 
mercy. Tell me, do you praise the Lord more or 
less than yon used to do ? Do you look more at 
Christ and Heaven, than at self and the world? I 
often feel greatly surrounded with mercies. Evefy- 
ttung here has turned out more £svonnbly than I ex- 
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pected. The people bear plain preaching well ; and in 
general we have good congregations. Although I can' 
not read as much as I wish, still I have many oppor- 
tiiiuties for improvement that I could not have on a 
countiy circuit Our strangers' friend breakfsist 
meeting is very profitable. It is held the last Sun- 
day of every month. The preachers, travelling and 
local, the leaders, with the wives of all, are present 
The superintendent presides, a subject for conversa- 
tion having been announced the week before, on which 
all present are at liberty to speak. The meetings gene- 
rally are very edifying. The subject last month was 
Romans v. 1 . Many delightful remarks were made 
on justification by faith." 

Next month he gives the following narration to his 
mother, with filial unreserve : ** From occurrences 
which came to my knowledge recently, I have been 
encouraged to go forward, and humbly to hope that 
the Lord will continue to make use of me as an in- 
strument of good to immortal souls. On Sunday, 
7th instant, I dined with a pious couple. After din- 
ner, they introduced me to a young lad who, for years, 
had been seeking the Lord, but had not obtained a 
sense of pardon. After speaking freely and fully to 
him, we went to prayer. Two or three of us prayed 
alternately for some time ; and, thanks to our God, 
he answered for himself, and enabled this steady 
seeker to rejoice in His love. He is a distributer of 
tracts, and will, I trust, be the means of good to 
others. For years he has been a modest, steady 
youth, and is now very happy. Two or three persons, 
partly in despair, have joined my Tuesday eleven 
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•'eloek cltM, aad, thoai^ not jet M faq^ M I eonld 
iMtkf or M I think they will be, «re neverthelees en- 
eonnged and eomforted, and I trust will make well- 
wearing Christaans. Twa odiers, who were baek- 
aliders, hare also joined lately, and are recovering 
thmr first lore. Anotlier, daughter to a yegy good 
woman in this citj, and who had been in a itate of 
deapair, came on Tueadsy week to mj class, instead 
of g(Mng to the one in nhieh tibe nsnall j met fiOie 
opened her whole heart in the class-room, and added 
atmi when she told this to her leader he wonld not 
brieve her. I spoke to her at some Isngth* told soma 
of my own sorrowfol experience of Ibrmer years, en* 
cooraged her to come to Jesus ju$t Am, and went t» 
pmyer. She did not, while in the class-foom, intern 
IIS that her sorrow was tmned into joy, bat she Md 
it in her own dass last Tuesday; and her motfier 
says there is a wondrous change in her in ereiy ve- 
spect— in words, looks, all I I haire also Meeired 
difcrent letters since I came to Dublin, eidier we^ 
questing spirttual direetion, or prolessing to hme 
reeetred good under some of my little sermons, and 
eneouraging me especially to preadb to baeksBdcfs. 
These thii^s ase cheering; and while we have ne- 
tiitng Yeiy great as yet, I do thank my EUNnreuly 
Father that matters are as they are. I am more 
thankful for what some would consider Icttk tkingt 
than I was years ago. Nothing now is UiUs to me 
vhidiin any measure furthers the salvation of a soni ; 
an unmortaL Uood-redeeraed soul. 

** In addition to aD this,— -greater mercy to median 
all I have mentioned yet, — I can generally look up widi 
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much sweetness and unshaken confidence to GKxi a 
my Father, as my Ood; and am sometimes &ivoureil 
with such visits of His love, such views of my heavenly 
inheritance, as lift mj mind above all things below* 
O ! how shall we sufficiently love God I Sometimes, 
when I am very happy, I cry out, * When I get to 
Heaven I will satisfy myself then!' 

^ and I read an hour and a-half together, aift 
Greek and Hebrew, in my room every morning. I ^o 
not expect him to be of much use in the world 89 a 
Methodist ; but I do think, if he goes into the church, 
he will be useful there.^ Monday, November 20. — We 
had a Love-feast at Gravel Walk last n>ight. Amongst 
some things which filled me with thankful joy was 
the experience of a soldier ^ose backslidings were 
healed in that house, a few weeks ago, while I was 
preaching on Fsahn zl. ), S, 9. This I did not know 
brfore. It was a very good meeting." 

Thanksgrring to God is as much the Christian's duty 
as any other — more so in the Divine estimation than 
some others, one would infer, since it is more frequently 
enjoined by Scripture precept and example. And yel 
how many of the people oi God might, with greater 
reason,^ make the confession of the saintly Fletcher : ** I 
am poor m noticing but thanksgiving. ** Thanksgiving 
is defined by Dr Barrow to be : " 1. A right apprehen- 
sion of benefits cozkferred* 2. A faithfiil retention of 
benefits in the memory, and firequ^it reflections upon 
them. 3. A due esteem and valuation of benefits 
4. A reception of those benefits with a willing mind, a 
v^ement affection. 5. Due aeknowledgment of our 
obligations. 6. Endeavours of real compensation ; or, 
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as it respects the Divine Being, a willingness to serve 
and exalt Him. 7. Esteem, veneration, and love of 
the benefactor." 

A seven-paged letter to his mother, dated January 
19, 1827, enumerating, amplifying, and adoring God 
for mercies received, commences Mr. T.'s home cor- 
respondence for that year. An extract is given, — the 
artless and glowing effusion of his heart, — in which 
many will soon recognize the likeness of a much- 
loved friend : 

" Listen to your son while he tells you some of his 
causes of rejoicing, some of your own also, and then 
some of our mercies as a family ; and when we have 
reviewed them, we will praise our God together. 
Here I sit at this moment crowned with loving-kind- 
ness. I have all I want now. To-morrow I leave to 
my God. I have books on my table and shelf in 
which I greatly delight, though indeed I read little 
but the Word of God in the different languages. I 
am sweetly, constantly happy in Jesus. My hope of 
glory is animating; my joy is even, sometimes it 
aboimds ; and my peace flows as a river. My work 
is my pleasure, my delight. True, it is laborious, 
but Divine strength is proportioned to my day. Six 
years back I would not beUeve that I should ever 
have the constitution God has given me. I believe 
I have preached oftener than many men in Dublin 
the last six months, and visited sick innmnerable in 
every description of complaint, and in every sort of 
][>lace ; and, thanks to my God, have not been one day 
imable to fill my appointments since I saw you. 
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This is ALL of God. Acknowledging it^ I offer the 
life He has preserved afresh to Him. 

" The people amongst whom my lot is cast, not only 
bear with me, but I am sure many of them Ioto and 
pray for me, and thankfully receive my weak, but 
well-meant, efforts to do them good. I cannot say 
great things of revivals as yet ; but I am learning to 
be thankful if the Lord condescend to use me in any 
instance to do even the very least good ; and I bless 
Him he has given me some evidence the last few 
months that I am not labouring in vain. Our band 
meetings, which, after much dehberation and prayer, 
were commenced a few weeks ago, are full of promise* 
Not a few are hungering and thirsting after entire 
sanctification ; and several of these are amongst the 
oldest and steadiest members of ova society. Here 
are mercies, but the half is not told. Shall I stop 
here? If I do, the half is not told ! No, not the half! 

* Infinite thy mercies are, 
Beneath their weight I cannot move ; 
O ! 'tis more than I can bear, 
The sense of all thy love !' 

*• And has my dearest mother no mercies of her own 
for which to raise her Ebenezer ? True, your aflflic- 
tions have been many, varioua, sore, and long! But 
have you not had strong consolation ? And can you 
not now look forward to the milder clime, the better 
coimtry, where the inhabitant shall never say I am 
sick ? Our God is too good to afflict without neces- 
sity, and too wise to err. And mother has friends 
who would share her afflictions, if that would lighten 
them. 
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' ** Shall we now review our family mercies ? To 
note but one. Time was when mother, father, and 
all your children were walking in darkness and had 
no light ; no saving knowledge of God. But O ! the 
mercy of mercies ! God ^dio commanded the light 
to shine out of darkness hath shined in oub hearts ; 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ ! The tear of gratitude 
falls while I write. This blessed light has shone 
into the hearts of mother, father, Fossey, John, and 
Jane ; and will yet shine, yea is now shining, into the 
hearts of Heniy, William, and Bessy. Did I say one 
mercy ? Why, this one includes all the rest. Let 
us but love God here, so that we may be together in 
Heaven hereafter: and aU is well, well for ever! 
Hallelujah ! 

" But you are distressed for our dear John, because 
he is cast down at the apprehension of a division 
among the American preachers. I assure you his 
feelings on that subject make me love him twice as 
much as I ever loved him before. Here is practical 
proof that he has the soul of a Methodist preacher. 
Methodism threatened with division, division among 
her ministers^ and he unconcerned? If that were so, 
I should think very little of him ministerially, although 
my much-loved brother. Suppose there were cause 
to fear a division in the Irish Conference, do you 
think I would not feel? I would feel more for such 
a calamity than for any thing else in this world. But 
he has no fears till the next General Conference, and 
by that time the Lord will have taught him that 
though the Ark may totter, it shall not fall. Let us 
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therefore rejoice before the Lord, and praise Him 
together. 0, if we must strive, then let us strive to 
praise Him in every thing, and ever make the best 
of life." 

Honest self-examination, to ascertain the extent to 
which we resemble persons eminent for sanctity, and 
where the resemblance fails, could not but prove pro- 
fitable. Mr. T. exercised himself thus unto godliness : 
'* I spent half an hour this morning," he observes 
** in meditating on the character and example of Mr. 
Fletcher. Were he in my place, and imder my cir- 
cumstances, how would he act ? How would he act 
in public ? How in families ? How in his study ? 
How in the closet ? From him I was led. to look at 
the example of the Lord Jesus. O! how I was 
ashamed and humbled ! I longed to be like Him.'* 
This letter he concludes: ''We are expecting a 
greater work of God than we have seen yet. Fray 
for us. Saturday Morning, Dec. 8 : — ^Well, and pray^ 
ing to be thankful" 

He soon began to realize his expectations. Jan. 1, 
1827, in a kind of journal-epistle, he writes : " Dec. 
24, the Sabbath : — ^Eose a while before day, walked to 
Abbey Street, and preached at eight o'clock, on Heb. 
vi. 1, to a congregation who wished to hear concern- 
ing the deep things of God. In returning through 
Dame Street, saw the fire billing through Sir A. B. 
King's house. How awfiil ! £22,000 worth of pro- 
perty consuming now, where not a spark of fire was to 
be seen when I walked by an hour and twenty-five 
minutes before ! How uncertain are earthly things 1 
Preached again in the evening, on Jeremiah viii. 22; 
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walked home through the crowd m Dame Street. 
The house still huming. Some liyes had been lost. 
Dec. 25 : — ^Awoke at half-past three, rose a little before 
four. The first thought on awakening was *My 
meditation of Him shall be sweet.* An immense 
crowd in Whitefriar Street at four. I looked at them 
a while, and thanked God for a people disposed to 
worship Him at such an hour; then walked to Gravel 
Walk, and preached at six. Heard Mr. M'Afee 
preach a very excellent Sermon in Abbey Street at 
twelye. I preached there in the evening, a short ser- 
mon, on 1 John iii. 5. Dec. 31, Simday: — ^Preached 
in Gravel Walk at eight, on the subject of holiness. 
The people drank in the Word of Life. In Abbey 
Stteet, at twelve, on 2 Sam. xiv. 14 ('We must needs 
die,' &c.) The Lord gave me, not only a word to 
^eak, but the hearts of the people. I never wi^ 
nessed such general feeling under a sermon of mine 
since I came to Dublin. To me it was very solemn 
to see himdreds afifected to tears. O may the seed 
not be sown on the way-side ! 

'' At half-past eight our watch-night commenced in 
WhiteMar Street. I ^retired after midnight to my 
room, under a deep sense of the mercies of God ; felt 
pleased to hear the joy-bells welcoming the new year, 
while I commended my soul to God, and retired to 
rest. January I : — ^Abundant cause for thankfulness 
all this day. Every hour may I feel Heaven nearer 
and more desirable. Preached in Ghravel Walk this 
evening, on sanctification, to a pleasingly attentive 
congregation. May God revive His work ! My love 
to your preachers. I do love them, and hope to be 
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with them for ever. I wish all my dear family, in- 
cluding Fossey himself, a very happy new yeiur— thai 
is a very holy one" 

An important era in his life now rapidly approached, 
namely, his ordination to the office and work of the 
Christian ministry. This took place at 'the ensuing 
Conference in Belfast. The reader will have been con- 
vinced by this time that he gave " fiill probf " of his fit* 
ness for that office. An extract from another journal- 
letter, written in the midst of the duties and anxieties of 
that, to him, eventful period,^a letter the overflowing 
of fllial afifection and solicitude,— exhibits what man- 
ner of spirit he was of, and what was his estimate of 
men and things : 

"July, 2. — Bose early, and had possession of my 
seat, on the Belfast mail, a quarter before seven 
o'clock. Passengers agreeable : the few who were on 
the back seats were Protestants, as was also the guard. 
Two of the men were English, and an interesting 
Scotch girl sat on my right hand. The country for 
the flrst sixty miles disappointed me a little. But 
for the last twenty, from Hillsborough to Belfast, it 
is exceedingly beautiful." The part of the country 
exceeding in cultivation and beauty, though certainly 
not in fertility, is that inhabited by the Protestant 
settlers. On this, reader, you will make your own 
comments. "Here, — from Hillsborough to Bel- 
fast, — the handsome country seat, the neat cottages, 
thinly scattered, or collected in clusters and forming 
villages ; on the one hand, the lovely waving wheat ; 
on the other, the promising flax, oats and potatoes — 
the riches of a Northern — met the eye, with ever and 
anon a large field covered with pieces of linen, and 

N 
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sQiTQwded with watch-booso? ; while the yiew on ibe 
light, frequently bounded by the British channel, and 
on the left by proudly rising mountaina, made the 
aoeiie more than delightfuL" 

Jn imitation of Andrew, John i. ; of Fbilip, Acta 
viii. ; and of our great exemplar, John iv. ; who 
eyi4ce4 a yearning anxiety for the salvation of indi- 
viiuak wbom they met, *' I spoke dosely,*' continues 
Mr. T- '* to the amiable little Scotch girl about Jesus. 
A^ first there was no appearance of feeling, but after 
a little her attention became deeply fixed. She 
acknowledged frankly she knew nothing about these 
matters; and, alas, her ignorance was but too plainly 
demonstrated by her answers. I spoke strongly* 
plainly and tenderly, for more than an hour, pointed 
her to the sinner's Friend, and exhorted her to be the 
messenger of peace to her &ther and mother. Were 
it only on her account, I am not sony for my journey 
to Belfast. I felt such freedom in speaking, such 
earnest longing for her s»alvation, that I have more 
than a hope that the Word was not spoken in vain. 
At nine the town was descried, and in half an hour I 
was hailed by aome of my brethren who were looking 
out for me. 

'* July 3. — ^Went to the Gonference at ten. Messrs, 
Price, Gillman and myself were caUed in a few mi** 
nutes, and for two hours and a half underwent sudfi 
an examination as I had no conception of, and a^ 
several of the preachers told me they never knew 
young men to undergo before. My name standing 
first of the three on the minutes, most of the ques- 
tions were first put to me, which, of course} made my 
pla(^ the most trying. Tlie. remainder of the day 
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^^ spent 6MeQy in th* exmiiination of thdMsttt. 
SureljT it Is an awM plaee ! At half-past sevM^ 
Brothers Pricd and Gillman, with myself, waited on 
Mr. Watson (the President) and Mr. Bunting at tbftir 
lodging. They remained in close eonversation with 
us till a quarter to ten. They are indeed great meti, 
and men of God.** 

After describing some public buildings, he observes : 
*' The Academical Institution, or Presbyterian College, 
built A.n. 1810, is a lafge unfinished edifice, capable 
of receif ing IdO students* The firont looks compara* 
tiyelyneat. It appears the Government will all^w 
noibing to the Institution till the Arian principles are 
expunged ; and this is not likely soon to be the case. 
Northern Presbyterianism is deluged with Arianism ! 

"The Methodist females here are very plain in 
their dress. There are hundreds in town from the 
different societies for twenty miles round, and aU that 
I have seen, whether of the Belfast or the adjoining 
societies, are very yiaia in their appearance ; but 
many of them as neat as Quakers. Many salti- 
tations from oui' preachers as we walk. In my eyes 
they are a blessed set of men. Thank God for them. 
I am increasing in affection for them every year. 
Several of the ddefts are absent ; some* pooriy, others 
gone to their reward : very many of the present Con- 
ference are comparatively young men. Mr. Gustavus 
Armstrong, the oldest preacher in Ireland, sent a 
letter to the Conference to-day, enclosing £100, to sus- 
tain and extend our work in this conntiy. 

<* The young men to be received uito Ml con- 
nexion with the Conference took their stand in the 
front of the gallery a little before six. Never did I 
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nee a home of wondiip so pAckad before. Aibeitli^ 
Deisttf^ SoeinifliM, Ariaiii, Fipisto^ Epiieopalian 
Presbyterkn and Weslojran Prot«ita&t«« indiidiiig 
tbo Seceder «id Covonflfiter, wore eye axid ear wii 
oefses. The President opened the serviee with the 
44dth hymn : 

* Jettw, ib« wMrd erf tiwrey gfv#, 
ijid let H swfltljrniii r 

lfee«ra« Wood and Mityno then pn^ed ieUf^aHMy 
indeed. An appropriate and afiecting addreie on the 
na/taro and importimee of the Cbrietian ministry 
having been delivered^ the President called on 
P, French, F. Taekaberry, H, Priee, and J. B. 
OiUmaa, to giire an aeconnt of their eonrersion, eaU 
to the ministry, and present Christian experience. 
The att<mtion of the overcrowded atsdience was now 
more arrested and fiied than ever. Deep feeling was 
evinced, many tears were shed, and tbroughont 
the honse fervenUy'devoot Weftthings ascended to 
Heaven. The President proceeded to ask the usual 
<|uestions, which haiving been answered, it was moved 
by Mr. Koberts, from Bristol, secomled by Mr. Woodt 
and supported by Mr. Bunting, thflt these brethren be 
received into full connexion with the Methodist Con- 
lerence, the whole Conference esqnresMng their ap- 
proval by stan/ling up. Another hymn having been 
sung, the service concluded with prayer, by the 
Bev. Messrs. Mason and Bunting. But 1 such * 
prayer as that of Mr. Bunting I Never did I hear ita 
like I An overwhelming torrent of eloquence I Of 
eloquence pure, simple, sublime, devotional, evaagsli- 
eal— ^ying hold on Christ, and bringing the blessing 
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down ! We ^ere much affected. We retired, solemnly 
feeling that the vows of the Lord were upon us. 

" July 5. — Conference goes on in great harmony. 
Mr. Watson evinces deep thought, unusual grasp of 
mind, much coolness, is as thin as a skeleton, and 
seldom smiles. He is not very prepossessing at first, 
but improves as you observe him. Mr. Bunting is 
beautiful in person, amiable in mind, prepossessing 
in appearance, and uncommonly eloquent." 

" I could not get over a reappointment to Dublin 
this year, unless I refused positively. I go back, re- 
solved to live nearer to God, and to preach more than 
ever to the hearts of the people. I greatly respect the 
body of ministers with whom I am united. This 
journal has been written in stolen moments and 
broken scraps of time. My darling mother will thus 
see that I do not forget her." 

Having returned to Dublin, he remarks : " Our 
Conference ended as it began, in much harmony and 
love. The preachers parted from each other in great 
good hiunour, and with renewed determinations to 
give themselves wholly to the work in which they are 
engaged." 

At first sight these may appear uninteresting facts, 
but, examined more closely, O I how important! How 
vital in relation to their own interests, and the interests 
of the connexion and of the country, that the preachers, 
as here stated, were in the true sense united brethren ! 
Not that they thought alike on every subject, although 
upon the essentials of doctrine and discipline they 
were, as the ministers and members of every particular 
Church ought to be, <* perfectly joined together in the 
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same mind and in the same jadgmentV but thej 
could sing, as perhaps they did : 

** Our bodies may far off remore, 
We still are one in hecart,** 

And they were in great good humomr ! About to 
enter their different spheres of health-consuming toil, 
of self-sacrificing labour ; their Tarious fields of con- 
flict with anti-Christian error, with lukewarmness and 
formalism, with all the powers of Hell, — and to qualify 
them for such undertakings they had little to hope 
firom the men or the wealth of the world ; still, knowing 
where their strength lay, and how inexhaustible and 
available were their resources, they <*were in great 
good humour !" The faith which staggers not at the 
sure word of promise, a promise especially applicable 
to Ireland, ''Every valley shall be exalted; every 
mountain and hill shall be made low ; the crooked 
shall be made straight, and the rough places plain ; 
and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see the salvation of God together," no doubt 
^largely contributed to this holy exultation. It was 
thus the joy of faith. It was the joy of gratitude as 
well, — ^gratitude that they bad been 

** Blest with the scorn of finite good ;" 

that they had not been permitted to labour in vain 
or spend their strength for nought ; that many» by 
their mouth, had heard and believed the Gospel^who 
otherwise would have perished in ignorance and sin ; 
many, bom firom above, who should ultimately be 
brought to Gloiy. Hence did they cheerfiilly. re- 
solve : 
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'< In a rapture <)f joy my life I omploy. 
The God of my life to proclaim ; 
'Tis worth living for this^ to administer bliss 
And salvatian in Jesus' name. 
My remnant of days I spend in His praise, 
Who died the whole world to redeem : 
Be they many or few, my days are His due, 
And they all are devoted to Him !" 

July 19, 1827, Mr. T. writes : " I am getting into 
a sweetly tranquil state of mind since I came from 
the Conference." Then he adopts, as illustrative of 
his own experience, Mr. Fletcher's figure of the keg 
of wine— of litde use after travelling, imtil it gets 
time to settle. "But," he continues, "I have got 
into my hermit's room, and into my track again. I 
have studied more these three days than for two 
weeks hefore." 

In a letter dated the September following, he no- 
tices some little inconvenience in the way of lodging, 
with the significant remark : " I am but a pilgrim at 
best;" a reflection often suggested, and naturally tend- 
ing to produce sombre feeling, by the circumstances 
of his calling ; but, in his case, and in the case of 
every righ^hearted evangelist, uniformly associated 
with buoyant cheerfulness. Of this cheerfulness, the 
Bev. John Wesley himself was an example to all his 
''• sons in the Gospel," of which the 68th Hymn, of 
the present eolleetion, ^ves evidence,'— one of the few 
Hymns of which hb was the author,* and upon which 
his whole career is an edifying comment ; a hymn 
which cannot be properly jetM^i^ without admiralion 
of the man, and a desire to imitate such noble qua- 
lities: : , 

* See Borgess'a Hymnology. 
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" How happy is the pilgrim's lot I . ' 
How free from every anadons thought. 
From worldly hope and fear ! 
Confined to neither court nor cell 
His soul disdains on earth to dwell. 
He only sojawmt here." 

" I have had some happy hours," proceeds Mr. T., 
** in secret prayer and reading, as also in public, since 
I saw you. I am often full of expectation that we are 
on the eve of great good. My Tuesday class is still 
increasing. There are now forty names in it The 
Tuesday night public band-meetings are sometimes 
truly watering seasons. I am growing fonder 
of our people here, and the feeling I believe is 
mutual. Often am I so overcome with gratitude to 
God for His mercies, that I am silent before Him. 
O ! how unspeakable His goodness to me I It is my 
constant prayer that I may be kept looking at' the 
bright side of everything. In this I hope I am gain- 
ing a little groimd." 

In another commimication, written the same month, 
there is this animating record : '* Often this week 
have I been surprised, and melted into thankfulness 
from a sense of the Divine goodness 0! such a 
week as I have spent! Often, while walking the 
streets, I have been so taken up with the love of God 
as to forget myself and all aroimd me. In preaching 
and other public services, I have felt much more at 
home than while in the country. Sometimes the 
Lord blesses me in answer to earnest and expecting 
prayer ; but this week His grace has been descending 
like the dew upon the tender herb, without almost 
any effort of mine. The ftill attendance of members 
at the public band-meeting, on Tuesday nighty was 
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most gratifying. Deepening Obristian eiperience 
was very observable." 

His prospects continued to brighten. The week- 
night congregations greatly increased ; and, on the 
ievening of September 16, 1837, Whitefriar Street 
Chapel, as Mr. T. phrased it, '' was fiill outside the 
doors !" His text on the occasion was : 2 Tim. iv. 
7, 8, ** I have fought a good fight,*' &c. 

The following November he relates: "We have 
some move in this city just now. Whether it will 
continue, God only knows. I had to give up preach-^ 
ing in Gravel Wcdk, last evening, and go to prayer 
with persons in distress. To-day, at eleven o'clock,' 
in my female class, we had a very blessed season. 
While we have had no great noise the last year, our 
Lord has been savingly at work. In my Tuesday 
class alone, eight persons have found peace witii 
God, and each is wcdking consistently with her pro- 
fession. All these are new members. Mr. Baxter's 
Eeformed Pastor, which I have been reading lately, 
is close and searching. It has done me good." 

This " move " not only continued, but in several 
respects bore the marks of a genuine revival of the 
work of God. A few days after writing the above, 
Mr. T. gives the following account : 

" We have not had such hope of prosperity in Dub- 
lin since I knew it as at present" And no wonder 
when he adds : ** Every where I turn, I find the spirit 
of prayer and expectiation on the increase. And 
thanks to our prayer-hearing God we have not only 
hopes but drops before the shower. Several have 
been saved at the meetings lately. To-day, at the 
eleven o'clock prayer-meeting, while Mr. Ferguson 
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pray^, there nffts a eiylbrmeiejr. Onr dldpreacherst 
Messrs. Smith, Ferguson and Murphy wt6 gloriouslj 
alhre. It is truly delightfbl alid encouraging to see 
these venerable fathers 86 zealons» so earnest, and 
themselTOS so happy in God. If the spirit of prayer 
ecmtiniie and increase, I do believe We shall soon see 
a remarkable out-poturing of the Holy Spirit." 

Of Baxter's Reformed Pastor, already mentioned, 
Mr. T. subsequently speaks thus: "It is a work which 
a Gospel minister cannot read without getting great 
good, if his heart be even nearly in the ri|^t place.** 

His account of the Christmas and watch-night ser^ 
vices shows that the spirit of prayer did continue, and 
that Heavenly influences were still vouchsafed: *' On 
Christmas day, old Mr. Smith preached a most in« 
genious sermon to a very crowded audi^ice« There 
was deep attention and a very good feeling. 1 was 
appointed to preach at the watch-nig^t, which I did, 
with fear and trembling, to the largest congregation 
I ever addressed. Our congregations throughout the 
city are very good. On Tuesday week, in my class, 
one gave an account of the manner in which she ob- 
tained pardoning mercy the Friday before. She was 
not a member of my class, but having sorrowed with 
her, this was an occasion of joy.'* 

One of his colleagues having been laid aside by 
illness, he had extra duties to perform, ministerial and 
pastoraL Of this increased laboin* and care, and of 
the state of his own heart, he thus speaks with filial 
freedom : ** Blessed work I Thanks to God for such 
work, and for continued health to engage in it. 
Sunday night, Feb. 24 : — ^Preached this morning in 
Gravel Walk, at half-past seven, to a congregation who 



14a 

drank in every word ; and hastened back, after renew- 
ing tickets, to the stranger^s friend breakfast-meeting. 
Very profitable Gonyersation. Preached with much 
ease to myself in Abbey street at twelve. Deep at< 
tention. Surely the seed did not all fall by the way- 
side, or on the rock I But who will bring forth fruit 
with patience ; who will so imderstand, receive, and 
walk in the truth, as to endure to the end ? I now 
sit at my own desk, surrounded with mercies, and* 
blessed* be God, a heart to feel its obligations given 
also. Seldom have I felt so little weary on a Sabbath 
night. My mind in sweet peace, ^ peace qf God ! 
Thus circumstanced, my heart flies to my dear &mily, 
sending up my aspirations with theirs to the Divine 
Throne, although there are fifty mUes between ! Well, 
a few, and but a few more days of faithfulness, and 
we meet in our everlasting home above : 

* There we shall see His fiice, 
And neveoTy never sin ; 
There from the rivers of His gntoe, 
Diink endless pleasures in.* 

HaUeligah !" 

He proceeds with his epistolary narrative—**' Feb. 
13, 1828;--'Sund^ was amongst mj good days. I 
heard two sermons, and preached in the eveningt 
with help from above, on Phil. iv. 8. After preaching* 
held a prayQ^nleeting till past nine. There was 
a gracious movement among the people. Last even* 
ing, my text in Whitefriar Street was Bev. xxii. 17. 
(' The Spirit a|id the bride say come.*) Several 
seemed just ready to accept Ihe invitation. In press- 
ing it with encouragement, my own soul felt pleasure 
and profit. 
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" I lately spent part of two tlays at Island-Bridge 
and Bichmond, looking for ground to biiild two small 
preaching-bouses. There is a congregation in each 
place, chiefly composed of soldiers and their wives. 
There is a good work begun in some of their hearts, 
principally through the means of Mr. and Mrs. 
Haughton. 

** On yesterday week I again renewed the study of 
Hebrew which I had discontinued for some time. 
By great manoeuvring I have been able to give it an 
hour every day since. O ! how delightful the study 
of God*8 own Word ! Occasionally, I see or hear of a 
soul pardoned or sanctified. Whether I shall have to 
write of much good done while I am in Dublin, I 
know not.** 

A chapel was soon afterwards built at Bichmond, 
near the barrack, where a promising Sunday-school 
is now held, and where the militaiy may enjoy the 
means of salvation. This erection was effectually 
promoted by the zeal and exertions of the truly devoted 
couple just mentioned. Some persons affect to de- 
Hpiso what they call religious hobbies ; but there are 
too many ejomiples of the utility of at least some such 
liobbies to justify their universal condemnation. The 
lenduig idea, the ruling desire of Mr. and Mrs. Haugh- 
ton was to Keek the spiritual good of the army; and fbr a 
(M)tnmondablo reason; the former having been,-^if not 
nonvortedi — confirmed in the grace of God, by the in? 
Htruniotitality of a devout soldier. Mrs. Haughton, a 
Wdtunn of sonic peculiarity, but of great excellence, 
liomnlf applied to tlie Earl of Boden for ud towBzds 
ihi* onnM ion in question ; urging the claims of the class 
of ptimotm for whom it was intended, and the 
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sity and importance of such a provision, as the ground 
of her plea. "And, my lord," she said, with unaffected 
simplicity, " won't you give me a good deal ?" To 
this appeal his lordship responded, after some time, 
by a noble donation. 

The annual sermon for the Sabbath schools was 
preached by Mr. T. in Whitefriar Street, April 13, 
1828. His text was Matthew xii. 12: "Wherefore 
it is lawful to do well on the Sabbath days.** He 
takes grateful notice of the amount of the collection, — 
jS15 8s., — £6 8s. more than the previous year; in- 
dicating as it did not only the favourable estimate 
in which he was held, but the growing interest felt 
in that mode of religious education. 

Some Christians are so sensitive as to be annoyed 
and depressed by the most trivial incidents. Often 
have such persons heard from Mr. T. the affectionate 
rebuke, uttered with cheerfiil look and manner: 
" Gome, come : of how small concern will this be 
when you are twenty years in Heaven !" In April of 
this year he thus admonishes one of this fearing and 
melancholy temperament : " Are you growing stronger 
to bear little things ? Indeed, when I consider myself 
an immortal spirit on the verge of an eternal world, 
everything looks little to me. Going to be crowned 
with glory to-morrow, and let the sting of a midge 
trouble me to-day ?" 

The history of his labours and encouragements on 
the Dublin circuit, now nearly terminated, may be 
concluded with the following lively description: "We 
have had some of the best meetings in Dublin the 
last three weeks that I have seen in it for eighteen 
months. I never saw so good a Love-feast in this 

o 
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city as the last in Gravel Walk. Oar prayer-leaders 
are all alive, and all at their post We breakfiststed 
together last Sabbath m(Hiiing. None but they and 
Herself were present. It was a meeting we shall not 
soon forget We spent more than an hour on our 
knees praying for purity of heart, for an increase of 
holiness, and for the spread of the work of God. Our 
public band-meetings are, in general, seasons of much 
refreshing. One of our old widows, in No. 18, gave 
UB such an accoimt of entire sancti£cation lately as 
was most instructive and profitable. She received it 
in one of those meetings, about four weeks back, 
while we were at prayer for her. This, from a woman 
who had been an ornament to religion for about fifty 
years, was reviving. 

" I have endeavoured to visit many of the society 
lately, and I bless God for the healthy state of several. 
Some of our poorer members, scantily provided with 
food and raiment, I found heartily praising and bless- 
ing God." Even this is more than possible by the 
aids of that grace of Christ which is all-sufficient : 
" Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither 
shall firuit be in the vines ; the labour of the olive 
shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat ; the flock 
shall be cut off firom the fold, and there shall be no 
herd in the stalls : yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I 
will joy in the God of my salvation."— Hab. iii. 17, 18. 



CHAP. V. 

1828-1830.— DROGHBDA. 

At the Conference of 1828, Mr. Tackabeny was ap- 
pointed to the Drogheda circuit. It will be remem- 
bered that he spent some time here in 1822, imme- 
diately after having been placed on the list of reserve, 
and before he went to Skibbereen. A record of ** the 
manner of his communications" during that period is 
preserved. " On Wednesday," he says, " I left Dub- 
lin, and preached in Balbriggan, where I met a 
father indeed in Mr. Thomas Eogers, the master of 
the house where I stopped. Such a man in his 
family I have not seen. We walked together next 
morning, and he gave me some advices which I shall 
not soon forget. Thursday : — ^I came into this town 
(Drogheda) where I preached to an attentive congre- 
gation, and held two prayer-meetings. May the Lord 
God give me some £ruit. Thank the Lord I am 
happy. Two such days as yesterday and to-day I 
have seldom spent. I am sole tenant of Mr. Stewart's 
house; he on his way to England, and she from 
home. The parlour is my study, a bethel indeed, 
where I can read, pray, think, write, and no one to 
disturb. 

'' Many lose sanctification by resting in the witness 
of it. When it is received, then should we look for 
all the illness of God daily. I hope to see good here 
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before I leave it I preached this evening to about 
220 persons. I strove to speak plainly, closely, stron^^y. 
If one soul be converted, one awakened, or even one 
quickened, God shall have the glory. My own soul is 
happy in God, living in His will*** 

His testimony, given soon after, to the character of 
that eminently devoted and useful minister's wife, 
Mrs. William Stewart, is as just as it is exalted : 
'* The people here generally are not good clay to make 
brick of Mrs. Stewart has more hope of her little 
gills, a large flock of whom are under her care, than 
of all the town beside. She is a woman ot a thousand. 
I may have seen as holy, peihaps holier, but she has 
an unequalled method of managing young persons. 
I trust my observance of her will be of use to me 
while I live." 

Availing himself thus of retirement for a season, he 
was not less happy in his public work, ever joyously 
satisfied with the will of Ood : *' I had hoped, on coming 
to this circuit, for tokens of the Divine presence and 
ssnction. As to myself, I have not been disfq)pointed. 
Seldom have I known such times. My soul has been 
kept in God, every moment offering myself to Him for 
time and eternity. I long from the bottom of my heart 
to be devoted to Him as I have never been. I trust 
I shall. O yes, I shall be fully, wholly, and, if faith- 
ful, for ever the Lord's. I hope I have seen some 
good done on the circuit ; but O ! that I had seen, 
that I may see, more ! Everywhere I endeavoured to 
speak plainly. On Wednesday night we had a back- 
slider restored ; and at different meetings a melting 
influence rested upon the people, that I could see 
more glory brought to the name of Jesus. 
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** The Protestants are very thin on this circuit, con- 
sequently the congregations are small. There is as 
much Irish as English spoken on parts of it. 
I never felt such strong desire to imderstand the Irish 
language. I am to be in Drogheda on Tuesday. Mr. 
Stewart is expected home before that day-fortnight. 
The people wish and expect me round again. If I 
talk of home they laugh at me, and teU me I should get 
more manliness. If I must lose filial tenderness to 
get manliness, I had rather be the boy as long as I 
live. It matters not where but what we are. the 
blessing of living fully to God, of knowing nothing 
but Christ, and Him crucified ! I have had a taste of 
this dm'ing the fortnight. Yesterday, at twelve o'clock, 
my favourite hour for prayer, I spent some time on 
the top of ForkhiU, in the county of Armagh, and 
thought of Moses viewing the promised land. It was 
one of the happiest seasons I ever spent. This you 
see is a letter of news ; thank God no bad news. 
Thursday night : — ^I am now in the house with that 
precious little woman Mrs. Stewart. She is a sweet 
established soul. One of her young people was con- 
verted in the class this evening." 

The hatred existing between the Celtic and Saxoji 
races has been a formidable barrier to the spread of. 
the Gospel in Ireland — the Gospel whose doctrine is 
that God has made of one blood all the nations that 
dwell on the face of the earth. This aversion has 
sometimes broken forth with relentless fury on the 
part of the Celts, provoking in return the most direful 
SaxoDi vengeance. Thus the massacre of 1641 earned 
a speedy and terrible retribution at the hands of 
Oliver Cromwell. This sanguinary rebeUion is thus 
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briefljr, but graphieallj, skeCehed, in its canaes, ar- 
cningtanees and conseqaenoes, bj a recent histmrnn : 
" The two (English) parties were stiU r^arding each 
other with eantions hostility, and had not yet mear 
sured their strength, when news anived idiieh inflamed 
the passions and eonfirmed the opinions of both. 
The great chieftains of Ulster, who, at the time of the 
accession of James, had, after a long straggle, sub- 
mitted to the royal authority, liad not long brooked 
the humiliation of dependence. They had conspired 
against the EngUsh Government, and had been at- 
tainted of treason. Their immense domains had 
been forfeited to the crown, and had socm been peo- 
pled by English and Scotch emigrants. The new 
settlers were, in civilization and intellig^ice, far 
superior to the native population, and sometimes 
abused their superiority. The animosity produced by 
difference of race was increased by difference of reli- 
gion. Under the iron rale of Wentworth, scarcely a 
murmur was heard; but when that strong pressure 
was withdrawn, when Scotland had set the example 
of successful resistance, when England was distracted 
by internal quarrels, the smothered rage of the Irish 
broke forth into acts of fearful violence. On a sudden 
the aboriginal population rose on the colonists. A 
war, to which national and theological hatred gave a 
character of peculiar ferocity, desolated Ulster, and 
spread to the neighbouring 'provinces. The castle of 
Dublin was scarcely thought secure. Every post 
brought to London exaggerated accounts of outrages, 
which, without any exaggeration, were sufficient to 
move pity and horror."* 

* Macauley. 
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Mr. Tackabeny remarks, in the extracts above 
given, upon the thinness of the Protestant population 
on the Drogheda circuit, and the consequent smallness 
of his congregations. Elsewhere, once and again, he 
describes the Romanists as "clay that would not 
work," as " bad clay to make brick." The fact may 
be accounted for in part by the sanguinary conflicts 
of which the country has been the theatre from time 
to time, — conflicts provoked sometimes, perhaps, by 
misgovemment, but always fomented by the priests, 
ever eager as they are to maintain and extend the 
dominion of their pontifical master, who claims, and 
exercises where practicable, the right of interference 
in the secular as well as spiritual afliedrs of every 
country on earth. 

Admitting that the atrocities of 1641 merited retri- 
bution, and that Cromwell may have been the chosen 
instrument of its infliction, the /act referred to so fre- 
quently by Mr. T. is patent in the national antipathy to 
Protestantism. There is a sullen remembrance of for- 
mer wrongs and desolations, real and imaginary, and 
this operates in the way to which Mr. T. adverts as well 
as otherwise. Nor is it much to be wondered at. One 
historian relates: "Cromwell stormed and captured 
Drogheda, and left an everlasting remembrance of his san- 
guinary character here in the massacre of its unarmed 
inhabitants ;" a statement confirmed substantially by 
the Protector himself, in the following conclusion of 
his report to Parliament, dated Dublin, 17th Sept., 
1649 : " Divers of the enemy retreated into the Mill- 
mount, a place very strong and of difficult access ; 
being exceedingly high, having a good graft (ditch) 
and strongly palisadoed. The Governor, Sir Arthur 
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our men getting up to tbem, were ordered by me to 
put tbem all to tbe sword. And indeed, being in the 
beat of action, I forbade tbem to spare any that were 
in arms in the town : and I think that night they put 
to the sword about 2,000 men ; divers of the officers 
and soldiers being fled over the bridge into the other 
part of the town, where about 100 of them possessed 
Saint Peter's church-steeple, some the West gate, and 
others a strong round tower next the gate called 
Saint Sunday's. These being summoned to yield to 
mercy, refused. Whereupon I ordered the steeple of 
Saint Peter's church to be fired, when one of them 
was heard to say in the midst of the flames : * God 
damn me ! God confound me ! I bum, I bum V 
The next day the other two towers were summoned, 
in one of which was about six or seven score ; but 
they refused to yield themselves, and we knowing 
that hunger must compel them, set only good 
guards to secure them from running away until 
their stomachs were come down. When they sub- 
mitted, their officers were knocked on the head, 
and every tenth man of the soldiers killed; and 
the rest shipped for Barbadoes, I am persuaded that 
this is a righteous judgment of God upon these bar- 
barous wretches, who have imbrued their hands in so 
much innocent blood; and that it will tend to prevent 
the effusion of blood for the future ; which are the 
satisfactory grounds to such actions, which otherwise 
cannot but work remorse and regret." 

The vindicator of the Protector thus apologizes for 
the carnage above narrated : *' Cromwell acted in Ire- 
land like a great statesman, and the means he em- 
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ployed were those best calculated promptly to restore 
order in that unhappy country. And yet we cannot 
avoid regretting that a man, a Christian man, should 
have been called to wage so terrible a war, and to* 
show towards his enemies greater severity than had 
ever, perhaps, been exercised by the Pagan leaders of 
antiquity."* 

The experiment of converting Ireland, therefore, by 
the sword, and by measures of severity, has been suf- 
ficiently tried. Henceforward, while the motto of all 
Protestant Churches is, "No peace with Eome," — 
with the doctrines, the policy, the aims of Popery ; 
while maintaining our protest, vigorous, determined, 
against the monstrous additions to, and corruptions 
of, the truth of God by that system ; while at the same 
time giving, what we claim, liberty of judgment and 
of worship to its votaries ; let the people be treated 
personally with kindness; let there be a studied 
avoidance of all irritation in word and deed ; an 
avoidance of everjrthing shutting up the way of access 
to their consciences and hearts ; and while no worldly 
inducements are held out as a means of proselytism, 
let protection be afforded in every possible way to 
those who are persecuted for righteousness* sake. 
And withal, let the Churches of Protestantism rise 
above their narrow prejudices, their bitter envying, 
their unseemly strife. Let the vaunting of Home be 
silenced when she would contrast her unity with our 
divisions, by being forced to the admission that the 
various evangelical denominations, while differing in 
circumstantials, are cordially one in heart. In order 
to this, let there be vital, personal piety in those de< 

* D'Aubigne. 
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oominationd, — for men will not, cannot love one another 
with pure hearts fervently, unless they love our Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity. Where genuine love to 
the Saviour is absent, all professions and manifesta- 
tions of brotherly kindness, or catholicity, must be 
hollow and hypocritical. And let the conduct of all 
classes of Protestants demonstrate, not only the 
superiority of our creed, but of our morals. Let 
the spiritual, earnest members of those several 
Churches co-operate with their official agents, by ex- 
posing anti-Christian error in its various forms and 
consequences ; ever speaking the truth in love ; prov- 
ing what they affirm by ''Tims saith the Lord,"" 
and constraining the feeling that this exposure is not 
the fruit of personal hostility, but of yearning pi^, 
of warm and fearless affection for their souls* Let 
this course be persevered in, nothing discouraged^ in 
nothing terrified, should hindrances, adversaries, and 
dangers have to be encountered at the outset ; and it 
cannot be doubted that, ere long, the aboriginal as 
well as colonist population of Ireland wiU flock to 
hear the truth preached " as doves to their windows/' 
Having been married to Miss Johnston, of Corttib' 
bin, near Ballycanew, at the close of his second year 
in Dublin, Mr. Tackaberry was appointed to the 
Drogheda Circuit by the Conference of 18dB, with the 
Bev. Andrew Hamilton, jun., as his superintendent 
An extract from his first letter will describe his views 
and hopes : " Our house is good enough for any man 
with a small family, having the feeling of a pilgrim 
and a sojourner. It is not very well furnished, but 
contains more, however, than the prophet's chamber, 
d Kings iv. 10. 
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" Mr. Hamilton, xny present bishop, is a man whom 
I shall not only highly respect and esteem, but 
greatly love. He is a sensible, judicious, talented 
man, and deeply pious also — a man of God. Metho- 
dism m town and country is very low indeed. I have 
been round part of the circuit, have met some of the 
classes, preached sometimes in town, made many 
enquiries, and my firm opinion is that nothing less 
than the power of God can revive us. Mr. Hamilton 
and I have been consulting, planning, and purposing. 
May God aid us ! 

" Mr. H. is able and willing to work. Thanks to 
God, so am I. We are both devoutly resolved to lay 
ourselves out length and breadth for Christ and souls, 
to labour with all our might. The worst is that in 
many places we have few but Eomanists to work upon, 
and they are not good clay for Methodist brick. 

"Having read this statement, you will think it 
strange if I can be much encouraged, and yet I am. 
I have time for retirement, reading, meditation, and 
PRAYER, and am deeply grateful for these opportuni- 
ties." So great was the contrast between the Drogheda 
and Dublin Circuits, that he observes, in continua- 
tion : '' I almost feel as if I were not the same man ; 
such quiet of mind, such tranquillity of spirit, such a 
calm ! Nothing like it for more than two years ! 
Hence I am encouraged by increased inward comfort, 
by greater nearness to God in prayer, and by a 
hope of better days, which I find growing in the hearts 
of our people. My dear Eliza and I are striving 
to help each other to Heaven. Bless the Lord, my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits V 

A short extract firom his next letter introduces to 
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jraar notice, reader, aremarkabU event, ACMe of con- 
remoD to God, — clear, marked, fruitful,— (lie mtqeet 
of it nearly ninety yearn of ajge. The eaae referrerl to ia 
that ot old Mr Cranwill, of Ballynamoney, Mr. Taeka* 
berry*H grandfather : " The new« in my dear Jane's 
laat was extra^>rdinafy indeed ; it waft glorioua newa ! 
How iH grandfather Hince? la he a« hap[>y a^ ever ? 
Is h*; recovering, or worse, or gone home T' 

The manner and circumHtances of this event were 
so striking and affecting that Mrs. Morris, his 
daughter, ccmimitted them to i>aper at the time, and 
thus fr(miry<*A a most interesting record of Divine 
power and grace. Ohl Mr Cranwill was one of those 
goodly formal Protestants, whose religion consists in 
an aversion to Popery, and a regular observance of 
external duties. After the straitest sect of such re- 
ligion, it mijf^t l>e said he lived a Pharisee ; such an 
one as the poet describes : 

** Oft did I wUit ili« tmimftttUy join^ 
And Mfur MtUf nlUur dmw ; 
A tona at godliiMM* wm mki^f 
Th« powMT I never knew**' 

In the year 1B15, several of Mr. Oranwiirs chiMren 
having been converted under the ministry of the Bev. 
A. Taylor, the aged man often shed tears of gratitude 
for the great mercy thus shown to his ftmily ; and 
having had frequent opi>ortiinities himself of thus 
hearing the Oospel, his mind and conscience became 
partially enli^tened and awakened. He wa$ never 
known to kneel in prayer until he heard Mk Taylor. 

The deep-seated and long-cherished pride of bis 
heart, liowever, well ni^ proved his ruin. On one 
oeeasion, listening to Mr. Taylor praaeb at a field- 
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meeting, a conscience-stirrmg sermon, he imagined 
that allusions were made in the discourse to his for- 
mer course of life ; and that thus the preacher un- 
generously held him up to the observation of all pre- 
sent This he regarded as a personal offence, never 
to be forgiven ; observing, at the same time, that he 
would have thanked Mr. Taylor had he told him his 
faults in private. Concluding that his children had 
made some disclosures to the preacher concerning 
him, he thenceforward opposed in them what before 
he approved. So far did he carry his opposition, that 
he carefully read the Bible to find passages against 
the doctrines of the Methodists. But the Word spoken 
at the field-meeting was as a nail in a sure place. The 
" arrows of the Lord stuck fast in him ;" the Divine 
** hand pressed him sore.'' In subsequent seasons of 
illness, especially, he evinced absorbing an^ety for 
salvation ; and, subdued and humbled, entreated the 
prayers of those whom he previously opposed and 
hindered. 

Falling on the floor at one time, he was deprived 
of speech for two days ; yet was his understanding 
unimpaired. During this period it was distressing, 
and yet encouraging, to witness his agonizing strug- 
gles whenever the Word of God was read, and prayer 
made with him by his daughter. Prayer was heard 
and remarkably answered in his behalf; his restora- 
tion to the use of his speech and limbs was as sudden 
as the attack. He arose, came down the stairs the 
same hour, and had tJie family summoned to worship, 
that they might magnify the Lord with him, and 
exalt His name together. From that time his oppo- 
sition to Methodism abated, althouj^ he still mani- 

p 
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fested some disrelish for the doctrines of Christian 
perfection and of conscious pardon. His ignorance, 
prejudice and formality continued to recede before the 
light of the Spirit and of the Word of Truth, until fully 
dispelled. The following is the account of his con- 
version and death-bed testimony, as preserved and 
furnished to me by his daughter, Mrs. Morris : — 

" About three weeks before iny dear father's death, it 
pleased God to strip him of that self-righteousness in 
which he had long trusted. . I had frequently spoken 
to him, for years, about his eternal state, and always 
met with repulse and disappointment. On visiting 
him this evening, August 11, 1828, I perceived his 
end was fast approaching ; and I agsdn ventured to 
speak to him on the subject of his salvation, under 
such fears and feelings as nothing but filial affec- 
tion and tender concern for his eternal welfare could 
conquer. What I said on regeneration, and the neces- 
sity of seeking a sense of the Divine peace and favour, 
he received just in his accustomed way. He com- 
plained even with tears ; said he had not wronged 
any man through life ; that the Lord was good, and 
he hoped would be merciful to him. On my en- 
deavouring to explain that God could not show mercy 
towards His creatures who had sinned against him in 
any other way than by renouncing all hope in 
themselves, and relying solely on the atonement of 
Christ for pardon and Heaven, he replied, * You ex- 
pect too much : you lay too much on me. Bring me 
a Bible: read the 15th chapter of Acts.* While I 
was reading, he remarked how these persons had been 
oppressed by their mistaken teachers requiring of 
them many things unnecesmry to he observed; and con- 
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eluded by saying, * the Word of God does not lay on 
me such burdens as you would.' I endeavoinred to 
show him that his case was not parallel with 
that in Acts ; that my object was to lead him where 
he would be relieved oi^sn:)urden imder which he had 
laboured all his life. I begged him to consider what 
child would venture to speak to a parent as I had 
done, but from the most urgent conviction of duty ? 
And what, but concern for his happiness, could make 
me incur his displeasure,, by again introducing a sub- 
ject which had always been attended with pain of 
mind to him and me? He left the parlour where we 
had been sitting, retired to his room, and went to bed, 
from which he never afterwards rose. 

" About an hour after he desired to see me. He 
began solemnly : * My dear child, the Lord has 
stripped me of all I ever trusted in since I came 
up here ! He has showed me what I am, and where 
I must look. I am coming to Him at the eleventh 
hour. I hope the Lord will not cast me off even now. 
Come, Lord Jesus ! I wait for Thee ! The work is 
Thine only. Do Thou become my Physician : my 
trust is in Thee, not in man. I am not worthy of 
the lowest place in thy kingdom, the meanest office 
in thy house. If I get in at all, it is more than I 
deserve. It will be through mercy alone, and I shall 
for ever praise Thee. The Word of God says. In 
my Father's home are many mansions. The lowest 
should be mine. Were it possible I should be a 
hewer of wood or a drawer of water to the servants of 
my God, it would be more than I deserve. Yet the 
Lord, I hope, will accept me, and bring me to His 
kingdom. He has stripped me of all in which. I 
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And Uasied emj flover : 
His moafih wis sto^^ed, and shame 
Coffered his guihj lace ; 
He fen (m die akoniiig Lamh, 
And he was saTed by graee.* 

BIrs. Morrises narradTe proceeds: **^He continued 
earnestly engaged in prayer throng the night and 
next day. On Tuesday he was visited by the Rev. 

Mr. , who recommended him to look back on his 

past life, to call his sins to remembrance, and repent 
of them. This, he told me, when I visited him the 
following day, had confused and bewildered him, ob- 
serving, ^ he does not understand speaking to a man in 
my state. Such advice might have done me good 
had I heard and followed it years ago ; but now I 
cannot do what he would have me : I have not time. 
I cannot look backwards or round me for any man : 
I have no time but for one thing, — ^to look to God 
through Christ. My time is short : I throw myself 
on the mercy of God in Christ. I'll lie for ever there, 
acknowledging, if he cast me ofif, he might justly do 
so ; but I believe he will receive me. He did not re- 
ject the prodigal, who had nothing to plead but 
FaUier, I have sinned ! I believe he will receive me 
also!* This day, and through the night also, he con- 
tinued in fervent prayer. 
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*' On Thursday morning, as soon as I came into 
the room, he said : * My dear, the Lord has heard my 
prayer ! He has given me peace, — I know He has ! 
My cry entered mto His merciful ears, and He sent 
and took me out of the hands of my enemies ! I 
never tht>ught I could have felt this. I did not think 
it cordd h^ felt or enjoyed. the peace ! It passeth 
understanding ! Yes ; it is the peace of God ! . He 
gives it, and the comfort of His Holy Spirit. Lord 
help me to praise Thee ! Thou hast done wonders 
for me ! My hurden was so great through the night 
and this morning, that I could not hold out many 
minutes longer ; hut, glory he to God, He came and 
saved me ! I have seen His arms stretched out to 
emhrace me for everl Lord, how hoimdless is 
thy mercy towards me ! I have seen thy salvation !' 

" Li the evening, when again I visited him, his first 
words were : * My dear child, the Lord has heen adding 
to me. I helieve He will he with me to the end. 
the hardness of my heart! But it is hroken. 
Many a hard heart His grace has suhdued. What 
mercy that He waited so long! What forhearance 
towards a most flagrant sinner, a daring rehel, an 
open violator of his laws ! Yet all my life has heen 
marked with blessings. I am blessed in children and 
in children's children. Their prayers are answered 
in me.' When I visited him on Saturday, he said : 
* I am happy, happy: say what you like to me. Let 
me hear your voice : it comforts me. Your word has 
been to me light in darkness: I wait to hear. Your 
choice of God's Word has been made a blessing 
to me!' 

" Tuesday he appeared near death, but quite happy. 



He said : ' Hfts not the Lord done wonders for me ? 
He has given me repentance, faith, holiness : all is 
happy. I have had a blessed night. All my waking 
hours were praise.' Wednesday: — * All my stings of 
fear and remorse, and gailt and shame, are turned to 
joy, and peace, and love. I have fought the fight. 
Victory, Lord! Victory to the Lamb of GodT To 

the Eev. Mr. , who before visited him, he said : 

*God has done wonders for me, through my Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. He has sealed my pardon for 
time and eternity!' He frequently said, 'What a 
mercy! I am brougjht in at the eleventh hour V He 
li^ whole nights without an hour's sleep ; but all was 
prayer and praise." 

Mr. T., having never found Methodism so low in 
any part of Ireland as on the Drogheda circuit, when 
first appointed to it, states that soon the congregations 
greatly improved, and that a prayerfbl and earnest 
hope of a revival was awakened among the '* good 
pe<^le" everywhere. As for his esteemed superinten- 
dent and himself, they were '* really working in good 
earnest." He was often blessed while preaching; but 
his seasons of most sensible and refreshing nearness 
to God were in secret. 

He did not long labour in the closet, and otherwise, 
in vain. On the 17th of October, he and Mr. Coulter 
visited an interesting young person in Dundalk, who 
was earnestly seeking forgiveness of sins, and after 
having spent from eleven till twelve o'clock with her 
in prayer, it pleased God to deliver her soul. At 
Kingscourt, soon after, an Lrish teacher and his wife, 
both Bomanists, joined the society ; the former, Mr. 
T. had reason to believe, was haf^y the subject of 
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justifying grace ; the latter, an anxious enquirer for 
salvation. 

About this time he i¥rote a letter to a young friend 
on self-improTement, some of the contents of which 
may, not improfitably, be transferred to these pages ; 
" Never in my life did I so deeply feel that I know 
nothing as I do now. I really wonder at myself what 
have I been doing all my life ? I have everything to, 
begin : Lord help me ! And yet I am reading as 
much as ever ; but I feel I must go to the bottom of 
everything in a way I have not hitherto done. How 
much is to be known of God, of ourselves, and of the 
relations in which we stand to God ? How delightful 
where eictensive learning and deep piely are found in 
the same person! You may give eight hours to 
sleep, and in all reason that is enough ; twelve to 
business, and I do not think father will require more ; 
then four remains for reading and for your Heavenly 
Father. It is surprising what a few hours each day, 
regularly improved for years, would effect. Wonders 
are achieved by punctualily, self-denial, and perse- 
verance. I have lately looked over BosweU's Life of 
Johnson. It is instructive and imcommonly inte- 
resting. Hog as Johnson was, this life of him is very 
valuable. 

** Youth is the time for first principles ; to lay the 
groundwork in every department. * * John- 
son's Bambler I think the best of that class. It is 
worth reading for the style ; but care is to be taken 
here, for if ordinary persons were to go about imitat- 
ing Johnson, they would need to be reminded of the 
fable of the frog and the ox. After all, God's book 
contains almost everything. That it is not more loved 
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and studied, is one of the strongest proofs of human 
depravity. Time is but the entrance of life ; it should 
educate for eternity." 

Occasions will not he wanting, in the case of un- 
spiritual persons who are Church members, to make 
it manifest that still they are " of the world," — matri- 
monial celebrations for example. If, at such times, 
the heads of the family professing godliness will in- 
clude provision for imhallowed mirth in their ar- 
rangements, or even connive at it, should it be intro- 
duced by others, the barrier between the Church and 
the world is thrown down, and the injury done to the 
cause and work of God is incalculable. Mr. T.'s 
righteous soul was vexed by a godless wedding which 
he attended while on this circuit ; and the same day 
thus expresses his grief and indignation : " I spent 
three or four hours this morning at the wedding of a 
member of our society. The father and mother 
meet in class ; but we had neither the form nor power 
of godlmess. From such weddings, and from such 
Methodists, may my God deliver me !'* 

The circuit continued to rise, Mr. T. thankfully 
testifies, whUe he cherished lively anticipations of 
greater prosperity. He adopted what he considered 
the most effective mode of preaching, — the only mode 
that can be successful : ** I preach a present salvation 
attainable by faith in Christ, as pointedly as I can. I 
find this is the kind of preaching the Lord acknow- 
ledges." 

His sense of obligation, as the servant of the Con- 
ference, solenmly boimd to them by his ordination 
covenant, was clear and strong. To a suggestion 
that the whole family should go to America, to his 
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brother John, he thus replies : ** That might do veiy 
well were I not a preacher ; but while I would go to 
the farthest verge of this green earth, were the Irish 
Conference to desire me, I should feel very strangely 
indeed to desert the work to which they appointed me. 
I greatly respect and love the members of that Con- 
ference ; and I love them the more, the longer I know 
them." 

The year 1829 commenced with hopeful indica- 
tions : " Our Sunday school, a very good nursery, 
is doing well. A circuljiting library, newly com- 
menced, is in operation. An additional Sunday 
evening prayer-meeting, in a previously imtried part 
of the town, was crowded the last two Sabbath even- 
ings. These, we think, are good omens. Last Lord's 
day, two obtained Gospel liberty at one of our class 
meetings, and all the rest were quickened. "We went 
to prayer with them three or four times. Two yoimg 
persons had been converted the week before. Glory 
to God for a little reviving, and for a hope of greater ! 
Wife and I have had some very profitable seasons 
lately while at prayer together. We feel it needful to 
keep ahead of our people. The Eomanist about 
whom you inquired-the Irish teacher-heard me 
preach in Dublin last April ; was very glad when he 
learned I was appointed to this circuit ; has come to 
hear me every visit I paid to his neighbourhood ; 
joined our society the last time, and in our Love- 
feast professed justification and peace with God. He 
is a man of cool judgment, and ponders every step; 
a man who I hope will wear well. His wife is not 
far from the kingdom of God." 

This communication, dated, in the conclusion. 
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Jahuary 1, 1820, has this significant postscript: 
"How soon do dates change ! The world (wear old) 
passeth away.'* Possessed with the thrilling convic- 
tion that he must watch for souls, in and out of the 
pulpit, as one that must give account, he thus 
writes the next month : ** In observing the state of 
our society here (Drogheda), I saw that searching 
preaching was especially called for; and hence I have 
preached as closely, if not more so, than ever I did in 
my life." Then he adds this testimony to Mrs. 
Tackaberry's spirit and character : " Wife walks very 
evenly. Her soul is thoroughly converted, and her 
temper good. I think she will continue in the ways 
of God till she goes to glor}'. The more of life I see, 
the more I value soiuid Scriptural conversion, such 
as is described, 2 Cor. v. 17, * If any man be in Christ 
he is a new creature ; old things are passed away ; 
all things are become new.* I long for this entire 
change of heart to be wrought m every member of 
my family." 

Is not " searching " preaching invariably called for? 
How else can the minister commend himself to every 
man's conscience in the sight of God, and save souls 
from death ? If, indeed, his object be to " watch for" 
admiration, applause, emolument, then let him pan- 
der to the taste of the worldly and superficial, by all 
those rhetorical arts which " please" such " men," — 
an expedient which proves, meanwhile, that he is 
"not the servant of Christ;" but, if his absorbing 
aim be usefiilness, then he must " not seek his own 
profit, but the profit of many, that theymay be saved." 
Every useful minister will be popular * in the best 
sense, as certainly as the services of the skilful and 
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successful medical practitioner will be in growing re- 
quisition. 

The craving of some in the present day for exclu- 
sively intellectual or flowery preaching, is nothing new. 
It is the old demand, " prophesy not imto us right 
things, speak imto us smooth things" * — a demand 
too often prompted by a desire to indulge in lying 
vanities undisturbed. An intellectual ministry, pro- 
perly such, " teaching every man in all wisdom," is 
indispensable ; but conscience-preaching is not less so. 
The early Methodist preachers purposely "threw" 
their unconverted hearers " into conviction,*' in con- 
formity to their instructions, — " to convince, to offer 
Christ," — as " the best general method of preaching."! 
And what was this but the method of our Lord him- 
self ? Witness his address to the woman of Samaria, 
and his appeal to the Scribes and Pharisees when 
they were convicted in their own consciences.} What 
was it but the method of the apostles and first evan- 
gelists, as is abimdantly evident from their acts and 
epistles ? In their ministry there was as much at 
least for the affections, the conscience, the will, as for 
the understanding ; their grand desire and aim being 
to succeed in beseeching and persuading revolted 
sinners to be reconciled to God. Few men in modem 
times have employed this apostolical mode in their 
published discourses with greater effect than President 
Davies, of America. A specimen from his Sermon on 
the Ministry of Reconciliation is subjoined : 

" Ye rebels against the King of Heaven ! Ye 
enemies of my Lord and Master Jesus Christ— -I can- 
not flatter you with a softer name — ^hear me : Attend 

* Isa. XXX. 10. f Large Minutes. | John iv. and viii. 
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to the proposal I make to you, not in my own name, 
but in the name and stead of jowc rightful Sovereign. 
I pray you in his stead — that is all I can do— be ye 
reconciled to God. In the name of the greatest and 
best of beings ; the name of the immediate Father of 
your spirits ; the name of your Preserver and Bene- 
factor, in whom you live, and move, and have your 
being ; who gives you life and breath and all things ; 
the name of your Sovereign Lawgiver, who has a ri^t 
to demand yotur love and obedience; the name of 
your Supreme Judge, who will ascend the tribunal, 
and acquit or condemn as he finds you friends or 
foes; the name of that God who has replenished 
Heaven with happiness in which He will allow you to 
share, after all your rebellion, if you consent to the 
overture of reconciliation; in the name of that God 
of terrible majesty and justice, who has prepared the 
dungeon of Hell as a prison for His enemies, with 
whom you must have your everlasting portion, if you 
continue incorrigible in your rebellion ; in the name 
of that God who sent His dear Son to satisfy Divine 
justice for you by His death, and thus remove all ob- 
structions, on His part, out of the way of your recon- 
ciliation. In this endearing name, I pray you be re- 
conciled to God. 

'* In the name and for the sake of Jesus, the friend 
of publicios and sinners, who assumed your degraded 
nature, that He might dignify and save you; who 
died ot a torturing cross, that you might sit on 
Heavenly thrones ; who was imprisoned in the gloomy 
grave^ that you mig^t enjoy a glorious resurrection ; 
who lias discovered more ardent love for you than all 
die friends in Hie world; for His sake I pray you be 
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reconciled to God. Will you not do a thing so 
reasonable, so necessary, so conducive to yoin: happi- 
ness, for His sake who has done so much for you ? 
Alas ! has the name of Jesus no influence among the 
creatures whom He bought with His blood ! It is hard 
indeed if I beg in vain, when I beg for the sake of Christ. 
** But if you have no regard for Him, you certainly 
have for yourselves. Therefore, for your own sakes, be 
reconciled to God. If you refuse, you degrade the honour 
of your nature, and commence mcamate devils : for 
what is the grand constituent of a Devil but enmity 
against God? If you refuse to be reconciled, you 
will soon weary out the mercy and patience of God 
towards you, and He will come forth against you in 
all the terrors of an Almighty enemy. He will give 
death a commission to seize you and drag you to his 
flaming tribunal. He will break off the treaty, and 
never make you one offer of reconciliation more ; 
will leave you nothing but bare being, and an 
extensive capacity of misery, which will be filled up 
to the uttermost from the vials of His indignation. 
He will treat you as an implacable enemy, — as Amalek 
with whom He will make war for ever and ever. 
Long hath he endured your rebellion ; but He will 
soon * go forth as a mighty man ; He shall stir up 
jealousy like a man of war ; He shall cry, yea roar ; 
He shall prevail against His enemies. Ah ! He will 
ease him of his adversaries !' He will give orders to 
the executioners of His justice : * Those, mine 
enemies, who would not that I should reign over them, 
bring hither and slay them before me.'" * 

* The celebrated Dr. Chalmers states, in his address to the 
inhabitants of the parish of Kihnany, that the ^^«.\£t ^^^sN^ ^1 

Q 
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"Since I wrote last," Mr. T. relates, under date 
March 10, 1829, " Our gracious God has visited us in 
Comakill, near Kingscourt, county Cavan. Fourteen 
or fifteen persons have found peace with God within 
foiu' weeks, and there is room to hope the good will 
spread. February 28, I preached among them on 
Luke xii. 32. One soul was blessed ; next morning, 
at the class, the Irish teacher's wife obtained mercy, 
and his own soul was almost in Heaven. The work 
was in preparation these four months, though we 
had no outbreak imtil now. The meetings are just 
like those of former days." 

In the accoimt of the circuit, which he forwarded to 
Mr. Hamilton at Conference, he mentions that about 
fifty had joined the society during the year, and 
thirty-five or forty received pardon of sin ; that circuit 
and missionary finances were in a more healthy state 
than the previous year. The note conveying this in- 
formation contains Mr. T.'s definition of vital religion 

the twelve years he spent among them, while he expatiated on 
the meanness of dishonesty, the villany of falsehood, the despi- 
cable arts of calumny and other deformities of human character, 
it never occurred to him that these vices might have been re- 
linquished, and yet the souls of his hearers have remained in 
full alienation from God ; that he was not sensible that all the 
vehemence with which he urged the virtues and proprieties of 
social life had the weight of a feather on the moral habits of his 
parishioners ; that it was not until reconciliation to Ood through 
the death of His Son became the distinct and prominent theme of 
his ministrations ; it was not until the offer of free forgiveness 
through the blood of Christ was urged upon their acceptance, 
that he heard of those subordinate reformations which he afore- 
time made the earnest and zealous, but he feared the ultimate, 
object of his ministry — See life of Dr. Chalmers, by Rev. Wm. 
Hanna, LL.D., vol. 1, p. 481. 
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as to its essential nature : " I think the very essence 
of piety, as it respects the enjoyment of it, is a con- 
stant, thankftil delight in God." 

This year the Roman Catholic Relief Bill, as it 
was called, obtained the royal signatiu-e ; an event 
regarded vsrith apprehension and dread previously, and 
subsequently with indignation and grief, by Mr. T., 
because stubborn historical facts, and facts of daily 
occmTence, demonstrated to him that Popery could 
not be entrusted with political power, without preju- 
dice to civil and religious liberty. Persons who might 
regard his views as narrow and illiberal at the time, 
would now, perhaps, admit that recent events are in 
evidence of the general correctness of those views, and 
confirm, to a large extent, his worst fears and predic- 
tions. Shortly before the passing of the Act he thus 
writes : "I never did feel deep concern about the 
state of England until now. But it may be, if the 
bill should pass, another King will be placed on the 
throne, and a revolution effected. However, all shall 
in the end be made subservient to the Divine will, 
and in the meantime it shall be well with the 
righteous." 

A month after the measure became law, in answer 
to the enquiry, " What do you think of the times ?" 
he replied, manifestly under the influence* of strong 
emotion : ** I scarcely know what to think, but this I 
believe, that on the 13th of April, 1829, the King did 
what he could to emancipate every Protestant in the 
British dominions from his oath of allegiance. He 
has broken down the walls of the constitution ; let in 
& drove of the wild boars of the wilderness; and God 
only knows wliat will be the state of the vineyard 
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l>efore they hare do<ne rooting up, trampling' and 
destroying ! 

*' It may be that Government saw a necescdty lor 
this concession, which I have not yet been able to 
see ; and therefore I think as coolly as I can upon the 
subject ; but in my mind it is a dreadful expedient, 
a frightful experiment Since this question was agi- 
tated, I have looked over all the laws ever enacted 
against the Irish Papists, so far as they were accessible 
to me. I believe, formerly they were cruelly treated ; 
but, alas ! if the policy of bye-gone days is to be de- 
plored, this trebly so. This I fear is the worst of all 
the bad ones. 

'' From travelling throu^ Ireland these seven 
years, and especially having resided the last two in 
Dublin, I am persuaded, notwithstanding all that is 
said about religion, there is very little New Testa- 
ment piety in the country. Worldly-mindedness, for- 
getfiilness of God, and pride generally prevail among 
all sects. I need not name the Bomanists on the 
subject of vital religion. In the Churches of Pro- 
testantism how much of form, and how few instances 
of Scriptural conversion, and of deep devotedness to 
God ! Even the Methodists — ^whom, in my partiality, 
I believe to be, by many degrees, the most spiritual 
people in the land — ^have faults over which I throw 
the mantle of charity, while I say, alas for them ! 
Their tenets I believe to be entirely Scriptural They 
hold the doctrine of the witness of the Spirit, Bom. 
viii. 16, 16 ; Gal. iv. 6 ; and the possibility and privi- 
lege of being cleansed from all sin ; of loving God 
with all the heart; but where shall we find the 
Methodists who walk in this light, who rejoice ever- 
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more, pray without ceasing, and in everythinig give 
thanks ? It may be that on account of this destitu- 
tion of vital and eminent piety among those profes- 
sing to be guided by the written Word, as the rule of 
their faith and practice, the Lord has permitted this 
desolating event to take place. It is probable that 
the Church of England wiU first pass under the rod, 
and then the Dissenters and Methodists : and after 
the righteous Lord shall have scourged His people by 
those a thousand times worse than themselves, He 
may then throw the rod into the fire. 

" I think Infidels and Komanists will imite against 
the Establishment ; and once overthrown, she will no 
longer sit a queen. I do not think the Presbyterians 
a bad people ; but they remember the days of Charles 
and of Claverhouse, — die persecutions they suffered 
at the hands of the Prelatical English Church ; and 
they will probably retaliate, if ever they shall have op- 
portunity. Do not say I am turning prophet; no, 
but I regard these a& rational deductions from the 
present posture of affairs, — as what will most likely 
be the result, unless God, will I say, miraculously in- 
terpose. However, it shall be well with the righteous ! 
Hallelujah ! The Lord God omnipotent reigneth ! 

" Were I a man of business, I would go to America ; 
but it would be awfully imlike my Master, were I to 
flee from the sheep when the wolves are getting into 
the fold. My mind is not now uneasy as it was be- 
fore the bill passed. The dyke is broken; the 
raoimds are swept ; the waters are pouring in ; and 
the coimtry will soon be deluged. I cannot help it, 
and I think it quite useless to &et about it. David 
was a man after God*s own heart while he kept the 
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laws instead of mending them. I nerer wrote so 
much on politics before, and probably will not soon 
again." 

This letter, written to his brother, concludes by an 
affectionate exhortation to consecrate himself and his 
services to God : *' Heniy, a number of young men, 
lately converted, near Kingscourt, are already holding 
meetings, and doing good. O ! when shall my brother 
Henry be thus engaged ? Henry, the Bible is true ! 
It is God's book It tells much of the love of Jesus, 
of His love to you. He died for you ; wants you to 
be happy for ever ; and you do not lore Him. Ah ! 
Henry, how long? The love of Jesus first broke my 
heart. An interesting young person with whom I 
am acquainted heard a sermon, six weeks since, on 
Proverbs xiv. 32, was cut to the heart, thoroughly 
awakened, and never rested day or night till she 
fomid the Saviour. Walk out in the evenings, and 
think over this matter. Shame, pride, pleasure, sin, 
Satan will all endeavour to hinder ; but Christ will 
help you ; Jesus will be your Mend. Farewell." 

Soon after Conference there were several converted, 
in some of whom Mr. T. never expected to see a sav- 
ing change ! One of them, a young man learning 
classics, all whose family were opposed to Methodism. 
There were three young ladies also, very fine, who 
used to sneer at piety, but old things were passed 
away. Friday, 2nd October, was appointed as a day 
of special prayer and fasting, that God might revive 
His work on the circuit. He requests his mother to 
meet him before the throne of grace, at six, twelve, 
and five o'clock. 

God never said to the seed of Jacob,— His wre$tUng 
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people, — seek ye my face in vain. Abont thirty-five 
persons, Mr. T. states, had found peace with God in 
the neighbourhood of Kingscourt, in two or three 
months, the previous year ; and he notices, as a re- 
markable feature, that, at the time he wrote, not one 
had turned back, or lost his religious comfort. The 
converted young men were like a flame of fire wher- 
ever they went. Drumcar was the place next visited, 
where a few were brought to God. Then Dundalk, 
where eleven, by profession, obtained pardon of sin. 
** Sanguine as I am," he observes, *' I make great al- 
lowance for the excitement of the passions, and hence, 
with reference to these, I wait for the fiuits." 

The cloud next moved in the direction of Drogheda. 
Mr. T.*s description of the work is vivid : '* I met a 
class yesterday morning, at which two young men, 
lately in very deep distress, related how the Lord had 
removed their load of guilty woe the preceding week, 
while agonising with Him in secret prayer. Last 
night after preaching we held a prayer-meeting. I 
invited penitents to come forward that we might pray 
with and counsel them. Eighteen men and nine 
women did so. Of these five professedly received 
pardon before we withdrew. The meeting closed 
before nine. This night we turned the class- meeting 
into a general prayer-meeting. One or two found 
mercy. To-day I visited some of these new converts, 
and found them gloriously happy. All thanks to 
God ! Many here wonder to see any stir in poor, 
cold, dry, barren, critical, pharisaic, high-church 
Drogheda! Some of the leaders, firom whom I ex- 
pected better, look on with suspicion and fear; others 
again join in right heartily. God made our day of 
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&stmg and prayer a very great blessing to the circuit. 
Many of those whom the Lord has forgiven were mem- 
bers of our society ; but if they are unpardoned, of all 
others they need it most. This work is confined for 
the most part to the humbler classes. The respect- 
ables of Drogheda are far too high to enter a Wes- 
leyan Chapel, and are very careless and ungodly.*' 

One feature of this revival was regarded by Mr. T. 
with special interest. The persons converted were 
powerfully awakened, and drank deeply of the worm- 
wood and gall — eliciting the remark, that in ten 
years* observation of such displays of Divine mercy, 
when some at the commencement were pungently 
convinced of sin, the work generally extended wide. 
The saintly Mr. Hamilton was so elated that, Mr. T. 
says, he was a new man. 

Mr. T. preached in Kingscourt, Nov. 8. The chapel 
was so full, the people were sitting all the way up the 
pulpit stairs. The next night he preached a mile 
outside the town. He feared the little cottage might 
be pushed down, there was such a multitude. Four 
Romanists were present, whose attendance would have 
perilled their lives, were it known. The prayer- 
meeting after preaching was a glorious time. Three 
persons, by their own confession, were made the sub- 
jects of justifying grace. Nov, 15, he preached in 
Newry, having exchanged with Mr. Holmes, who 
supplied his place in Dundalk. *' I spent the day and 
night," says Mr. T., " in the house of Mrs. M*Kcnny. 
Such a mother in Israel I have seldom met. Her son 
is our missionary in Ceylon. She told me several 
anecdotes of the venerable Wesley and the early 
preachers. She also spoke feelingly and very profit- 
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ably on the blessing of perfect love. At seven in the 
evening the honse was packed, and the Lord gave me 
strong words and much freedom in preaehing to them. 
Three weary and heavy-laden souls fonnd rest. I 
could not sleep for a ccmsiderable time after I lay 
down, from exhaustion. 

'' The Newry preachers are most happily paired. 
Brother Holmes will set the vessel before the wind ; 
hoist every sail ; call all hands to work ; and, when 
she goes t^i knots an hour, sing histily, 'All'ii 
well !' While solid Mr. Nelson will look well to the 
helm, and probably discover that she needs some more 
ballast. 

" Nov. 16. — ^Was on the coach with my face towards 
my own circuit just as the smi began to gild the tops 
of the surrounding mountains. The scene was truly 
grand and beautiful. The sun, thawing the frost, and 
cheering creation, led my mind to that imcreated Sun 
who years ago melted my frozen affections, warmed, 
and still warms, my cold heart, shining more and 
more unto the perfect day. The ample, cloudiest 
concave with which we were surroimded reminded 
me of that eternal house above, where they need no 
candle, neither light of the sun, for the Lahb is the 
light thereof, and the redeemed walk in that light ! 
Hallelujah ! As I passed through Dundalk I learned 
they had a veiy good meeting the previous evening." 

The gracious revival continued. Several of iike 
converted young men commenced to pray in public. 
The societies in general were quickened. Drogheda, 
and the neighbourhood of Kingscourt especially, were 
the scenes of prosperity. March 2, Mr. T. called 
to see an aged woman who had been confined to her 
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bed by rheumatism for years — a hardened, mipromis- 
ing subject for religion. Her daughter had been 
blessed a month previously. This stirred up the 
mother, who earnestly sought imtil she obtained 
mercy. Often had he called to see her before ; but 
now she wanted to see him that she might declare 
what great things Christ had done for her soul. In 
April, he states that some were saved every week in 
one or other part of the circuit. For these reasons 
Mr. T. deemed it right to propose to Mr. Hamilton 
the observance of a day of thanksgiving by all the 
societies. 

In the midst of these labours and successes, anxiely 
for the salvation of the imconverted members of his 
family oppressed his loving and tender spirit. Once 
more he urges personal and immediate consecration 
to God upon his brother with importunity, which was 
not long resisted ; " Henry, you are very much on my 
mind. It is time, high time for you to give your 
heart, your all, to Him who claims you for His own, 
and leave the rest with Him. I beseech you think 
more on this subject. Henry, go to your room two 
or three times a day, and, on your knees, beg of God 
to give you strength to make the needful sacrifices. 
I ask you, by all the regard you feel for a brother who 
loves you, as well as for ten thousand reasons be- 
side, to attend to this. Had I a letter from Toma- 
gaddy, to tell me, your brother Henry died this 
morning quite suddenly— just dropped down and 
spoke no more — ^how would I feel ? The very thought 
is intolerable. 0, my brother ! My dear long-sought 
brother, give your heart to Jesus now. I long for 
this. Henry, make the effort. Tear yourself from 
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earth. God, who loves you, and has long waited for 
your decision, will help you. Go to one of the classes 
next Sunday morning ; and may Jesus meet and bless 
you." 

Shortly after, on a Sabbath morning, this " long- 
sought brother" came into Ballycanew to preaching ; 
and while a class was meeting in one room of his 
Uncle Morris's house, he went into another, and 
seeing the Bible open looked into it incidentally, when 
the following passage met his eye, and was applied to 
his conscience by the convincing Spirit with power : 
" He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, 
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy." 
Immediately he went into the class-room; joined him- 
self to the society with purpose of heart; soon ex- 
perienced conscious justification ; and not long after 
became a preacher of righteousness. 

The people on the Drogheda Circuit anxiously de- 
sired that Mr. T. should remain a third year, and 
steps were taken to secure his appointment. " Never 
in my life," he observes, " did I feel more passive. 
The Lord shall choose my inheritance for me ; then 
all shall be well." 



CHAP. VI. 

1830-1835. YTICKLOW, bandox. 

Thebe were reasons sufficiently strong, in the judgment 
of the Conference, for Mr. T.*s appointment to the 
Wicklow circuit, in July, 1830. His correspondence 
exhibits the same ardent longings for exalted spiritual 
attainments, and for success in his beloved woi^, dur- 
ing his stay on this circuit ; while his state of mind 
was more chequered, his joy subject to more fluctua- 
tion, than had been the case since his entrance into 
the ministry. He had frequent and powerful mental 
conflicts ; yet did he endure hardness as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ ; and, although the contest might at 
times seem doubtful, arrayed in the panoply of God, 
and 

" Strong in the strength which God supplies, 
Through EQs eternal Son^** 

his were ultimately the joys of victory, and the spoils 
of conquest. 

It is not the least encouraging feature in the in- 
structive allegory of John Bunyan, that the Pilgrims 
were as much in the way to the celestial city, — that 
they made " progress" as certainly, — ^when climbing 
the hill of difficulty, passing through the valley of 
humiliation, and engaged in fell encounter with 
Apollyon, as when transported with the visions of 
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the delectable mountains ; or, when fanned with th6 
balmy breezes, and regaled with the fragrant odours 
of the land of Beulah, where the sun always shines. 
At one time Mr. T. relates his experience as foUol^i^s : 
'' I am hungering and thirsting after holiness, some- 
times reproaching myself, sometimes rejoicing; 
Heaven seems very near ; I love to speak and think 
about it. I could live in meditation and converse on 
this subject. I am happy, but shall be much happier 
when I get into the element of praise." 

At another time he writes : " We might be much 
happier did we avoid severe reflections on ourselves. 
I often felt it good while making my own of Eom. 
viii. 28. Try to go forward rejoicing, in spite of a 
weakly body, low spirits, bad health, and the prino^ 
af darioiess. Ponder that lovely Scripture, John idv. 
27, especially the last clause of it And let us re. 
member 

' If eyUa come not, then otir fears are vain ; 
And if they do, fear but augments our pain.' 

I can often greatly rejoice in God, and in the prospect 
of endless life ; yet I have my low seasons. Despite 
this occasional ebb of exulting emotion, let us hold 
fsatfidth, hope, and hve. Waiting in the use of the 
means we shall have a spring-tide of joy by and by. 
There is a great deal in a wUl steadily and uniformly 
devoted to God, and in a conscience void of offence 
towards Him and towards men." 

Not only had he to wrestle against his own de- 
pressions, needless fears, and temptations to unbelief, 
but to war against doctrinal error on the part of 
others, lest those who had embraced the truth, and 
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placed themselres under his spiritual overri^it, mii^ 
be led away, and fall from their own stedfiEMtnew. At 
one of his stopping places he met a clergyman ci a 
bigoted and exclusive spirit, self-opinionated, dogma- 
tical, and aggressive. In conversation this die r g yn i aa 
broached some tenets glaringly tmscriptoral, and main- 
tained them offensively ; tenets which Mr. T. felt him- 
self called on to impugn, although a controversial dis- 
position was foreign to his nature. ** We had the young 
priegt,'" he says " with us last night He has as mudi 
effrontery as any other man of his age in Ireland. 
Our people do very wrong to hear him. He declared 
himself the secret and open enemy of Methodism ; 
told us he was writing against it, and would do all 
he could to uproot it. He said he did not like to 
talk with Methodist preachers, as he did not consid^ 
them to be Christians. I replied, ' Thank you, sir, 
for declaring yourself. I shall now write to the 
Methodists concerning you, and use my influence to 
prevent them from receiving you into their houses/ I 
therefore beg all who have any regard for me, or for 
our cause, to give him no manner of encouragement" 
Such a collision would be intolerably irksome to him 
'-•his strange work. Prayer, praise, fellowship with 
spiritual Christians of every Church, self'sacrifie- 
ing labour for the salvation of souls, was his 
delight. One of his maxims was, that " eveiy one 
grows or declines in grace, just in proportion as tteerei 
prayer is omitted or attended to." Conscientious^ 
observant of the whole range of religious duty, he 
seemed to fed supreme satisfaction in the devotional 
exercises of the closet There he talked with Ood, 
as a man talks with his friend And he sighed for 
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still closer commmiioii,-^-as he phrased it, " to prajf 
and live like Bramwell, in the suburbs of Heaven." 

Having frequent opportunities of visiting Toma- 
gaddy while on this circuit, his letters were brief and 
infrequent ; and indeed he did not consider that the 
intervals furnished him with intelligence of sufficient 
importance to communicate in writing. There was, 
however, one exception. On the 18th January, 1831, 
having recently been in Dublin, he describes one or 
two pleasing incidents in a lengthened espistle, some 
extracts irom which will exhibit him as the soundly 
Protestant and eminently successful minister : 

" I seldom have anything very interesting ta write 
since I left Drogheda ; hence, my letters are short 
and few. After a good young man in the city had 
sought and foimd me in the evening, he requested I 
should breakfast with him and some friends at eight 
o'clock next morning. I found four young men happy 
in God, who, by mutual agreement, dieted and lodged 
together. We had a delightful meeting. When we 
eould spare time for conversation I was asked, * Do 

you know C here ?' * No : I have seen him, but 

do not know him.' * Indeed then, I know you, sir. 
Do you remember the evening you preached in 

Whitefriar Street on Heb. vi. 1 7-20 T * I do, C , 

remember it well, for I felt so hard set to get through, 
that I thought I must stop : hpnce, I never preached 
on that text since.' * Under that sermon I was 
awakened, found peace at a prayer-meeting you held 
after preaching another Sabbath evening, have been 
kept to this hour, and am now among the prayer- 
leaders !' J. W. then asked, * Do you remember the 
morning my master's son died ? On that occasion, 
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when you called, you took me by the hand, obsenred 
how suddenly he was called away in the midst of 
blooming hopes (he had been newly mairied) ; and 
enquired, as I might not have long to live, was I con- 
verted ? Was I happy ? I answered in the negative/ 
* Do you meet in class ?* ' No.' * You then advised 
me to join the class in R *8 place. I did so : 
found salvation before you left Dublin, and now have 
the care of a class myself.' 

'* We then conversed on the subject of purity of 
heart, &c.y when the eldest observed, ' We must now 
tell you the particular reason why we were so desirous 
for your company this morning. The Band-meetings, 
which you re-commenced when in town, have been 
going forward.' We are to have the first Band Love- 
feast in January which has been held in Dublin for 
many years. We are anxious to have you at it, and 
have gotten permission from Mr. Stewart to appoint 
it for any evening you can come to us. We will/rant 
you up and down in the day-coach, and only ask you 
to stay the one night, if your time be limited.' Next 
morning I rose in time to be at the coach by m. 
When W. G. opened the hall-door, he dosed it 
abruptly, and, laughing, said, ' there are two of tha 
brethren outside waiting for you !' It wal^ so. Two of 
those d^fur fellows at six o'clock, and on such a morn- 
ing ! One of them seized my travelling bag ; another 
put a large cloak, which he had brought, arotmd me, 
and, taking my arm, swept me off to the coach, while 
good-natured W. G. turned back with a broad smile. 
Who will say that there is not some love, of the old 
sort, still among the Methodists ?" 

The other incident is illustrative of Mr. T.'s ardent 
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loyalty : " On December 16, I was overtaken, near 
Newcastle, by an old gentleman and lady in a gig. 
After enquiring my name, calling, &c., and bringing 
me a little out of my road through his nephew*s 
demesne, he requested me to visit him the next time 
I came to Newcastle. On Thursday last, 1 called to 

see W. E , Esq., of K , and spent a most 

agreeable day. Mr. E. is about ninety years old, his 
intellect and health quite good, and he is as true a 
Brunswicker as ever lived. His grandfather's was 
the first house King William set foot in when he 
landed in Ireland. Mr. E. himself was baptized on 
the king's birth-day, and is called William after his 
Majesty, — a statue of whom, beautifully cast, with 
Orange ribbons for his bridle reins, being placed on 
the drawing-room chimney-piece. In another room 
he has painted in gold letters^ on a purple ground, and 
elegantly framed, the answer of George the Third, 
when asked to sign the Popish Belief Bill : * I have 
firmness sufficient, if required, to abdicate my throne, 
and retire to a cottage — ^to lay my head on a scaffold 
to be cut off — ^but I have not sufficient firmness to 
break my oath.' 

" Mr. E. spent his early years in the army, and saw 
much foreign service. He is a very agreeable and 
instructive companion, especially to one who had 
never been out of Ireland. While he told me of being 
in company with Louis the Sixteenth, George the 
Third and FomHi, described both French and Eng- 
lish manners of nearly a century ago, and showed me 
some paintings with the costume and appearance of 
ancient days, all I had ever read of knights and 
castles rushed across my mind. I had some profit- 
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able conyersation with a niece of the old g6ntleiiUBi« 
who, I believe, is truly converted. Mr. E. is enqair* 
ing, and his lady may be brought to enquire. He 
begged I would spend a day with him every time I 
come round ; and wishing me every success in my 
public laboiu's, handed me a little pocket Bible which 
he had for above seventy years, and used in his official 
capacity as magistrate for nearly fifty years. 

'* Intreat my dear family to live every hour in the 
enjoyment of God." 

The younger members of it had not yet been brought 
into this enjoyment. Bestlessly anxious that they 
might all be thus happy, he wrote the following 
characteristically tender, simple, persuasive letter to 
his brother William, while yet a boy : 

*' My dear brother Willy, — I was very glad to 
find, by a letter from our beloved mother, that yon 
continue to read the Bible — the precious, precious 
Word of God. But, my dear, when you read, pray 
that the Lord may cause you to understand His own 
good book. Often stop and think ' I must be judged 
by this book: am I living as it directs?* And then 
pray, ' Lord, let me know what Thou wouldst have 
me to do : help me, and I will do it.* The Lord 
help my dear brother Willy to be good. I hope you 
are also learning to write well, that you are forward 
in grammar by this time; and especially that you 
are every day increasing in sweetness of temper. Be 
kind to everybody, and you will be so far like Jesus, 
who, as he increased in stature, grew also in favour 
with God and man. Never be hard to please ; be 
thankful for everything, learn to bear little disappoint- 
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ments without murmuring, and you will be saved 
from much unhappiness. 

" And, William dear, you are not too young to love 
God, our good God who loved you, and gave His son 
to die for you. O, the love of Jesus ! And will you 
not love Him ? How often do you pray every day ? 
Eternity is very near. A few years and we will all 
be dead. ! God ! Shall we all be in Heaven ? 
William dear, what would we do, were we to lose 
Heaven ? The Lord bless you, my dear child, and 
make you His own for ever." 

The Lord did bless him. William was converted 
while yet young, and became a useful member of the 
Church of God. 

Mr. T.'s next sphere of labour was Bandon, to 
which he was designated in July, 1833. The state 
of his heart, at that Conference, will be best described 
in his own words : " I do not anticipate any changes 
in the stations, and, therefore, I hasten to give you 
the earliest information. Bandon is my destiny. In 
this appointment I had no hand. Indeed, I never 
thought of the circuit, much less of being made super- 
intendent of it. I take it therefore as from above. 
The chapel is a splendid one, and the congregation 
and society large and respectable. I know it a little 
since I was in Skibbereen. We had a very blessed 
Conference ; very little that was afflictive, good news 
from many parts, and such an unction from above at 
our sittings and public meetings as I have not wit- 
nessed before. Had you been at our preachers* love* 
feast to-night, you would never forget it Bandon is 
like Drogheda, half time in and half out of town. 



1^ 

That is the plan of circuit I like. It agrees best with 
my body and mind." 

His first impressions on his arrival were of the 
agreeable and solemn kind : '* Om: chapel is re- 
painting. It is by fBiT ihe most beautiful in Ireland. 
Our lodgings are neat and well furnished. The 
stewards, leaders, and their wives seem all disposed 
to make their preachers comfortable. I wish there 
were many like them in every circuit. We have about 
250 in society in the town, 180 in the Simday-school, 
120 boys and girls in the day-school, and 60 in the 

infant-school. H. C , Esq., a Methodist to his 

heart's core, principally supports the day-school. He 
is a simple, pious man, and useful wherever he goes. 
Thank God there is no cholera here now, and we 
hope it may not return. Two of our leaders in Skib- 
bereen, men whom I knew and loved nine years ago, 
have lately fallen by it. They finished weU" The 
repeated renewal of his covenant engagements also 
gave evidence of his ardent and fixed purpose to be 
wholly and usefully the Lord's : " In my study, where 
I now write, I have more than once, since I came, 
made a fresh surrender of myself and my all to God. 
My soul is happy, and I believe he will bless me and 
be with me." 

The devastating malady referred to did return the 
next month, finding Mr. T.*s mind, as to himself, 
calm and undismayed : " Sept. 25. — ^We have cholera 
in this town, in Kinsale, and Clonakilty. Not very 
many dying, however. I never was more earnest in 
following after God than since I came to Bandon. 
My gracious Lord visits and waters my soul. I hope 
to see good days. Indeed the present are good. I 
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thank God I never feel anything ccHiceming cholera, 
except an ardent breathing that I might be found 
ready for anytJiing and everything. If Heaven per- 
mitted I should be as well pleased to die of cholera 
as of any other disease. My mind has been veiy 
solemnly affected by the death of that great, good 
man, Dr. A. Clarke, since I heard it.'* 

A letter to me, written the following month, con- 
tains an instructive exposition of his views, plans and 
proceedings when entering upon a circuit : " My 
dear Huston — Few will rejoice more in your joy 
than I. I am thankful to hear of the state of your 
mind and of your affairs. You know that my plan, 
when I come to a circuit, is not that from which you 
might expect to hear of conversions immediately. 
Since I came to Bandon I have been enquiring con- 
cerning everything; have taken down the names of 
every class in my pocket-book, also the circuit regu- 
lations, &c.; have held leaders' and society meetings 
in every place ; and am feeling my way as I proceed. 
Up tp tills, my grand aim has been to excite a hunr 
gering and thirsting after righteousness among our 
own people ; to arouse the leaders to an exact atten- 
tion to their classes, the local preachers to their ap- 
appointments; and, thank God, not in vain. The 
return this year was 541, and it might have beenfrom 
60 to 100 less. I have dropped some names for non- 
attendance, after first calling on them three times, 
and I will drop more. Our congregations in most 
places are doubled. At our love-feast here, (Bandon) 
one of owe leaders said, in his experience, that he had 
not seen the society in a more hopeful state for years. 
This was encouraging. We have had a little reviving 
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all round ; but I have not heard of more than oiM n- 
ceiving a clear sense of pardon since I came. 

'* It will seem strange to you to say after thia that 
I expect a better work on the Bandon circuit than I 
have seen since I entered the ministry. My method 
is first to make my arrangements, then call aU bands 
to work ; and, having done so, to wait for the oui^ 
pouring of the Spirit. My own soul is following hard 
after God. Never did I labour more earnestly in the 
closet than for the last two months. O the seasons 
I have enjoyed ! The times of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord ! Such an overwhelming sense 
of the Divine goodness I have seldom enjoyed ; anch 
views of the love of Jesus and of the glories of the 
skies; and these followed by the thought, and ItMl 
be there ! O wonder of wonders ! This sense of the 
Divine goodness, and a feeling of gratitude till my 
very heart seems to melt, constitutes my happiness in 
secret, and in public too. 

** I never was in any place where the people talbso 
much about good preaching and preachers ; they are 
much more difficult to please than in Dublin, if we 
are to believe themselves ; but I do not mind ; I go 
straight forward, and never strive to aim higher than — 
the heart. I have commenced two Sunday schools 
the last month, from which I expect much good, and 
I hope to commence more. I have also begun a 
meeting for young persons every Friday evening, from 
which I look for fruit, and occasionally we have chil-- 
dren's sermons. I have divided the town into dis- 
tricts, and hope regularly to visit eveiy Methodist in 
Bandon during my fortnight in town. ' Work while 
it is called to-day.' Dr. Clarke's death has greatly 
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aflfected me. May I be found ready whenever the 
Master calls.** 

How can it consist with a minister*s views of duty 
to Christ fuid to souls to absorb his time in elaborat- 
ing and polishing his sermons, so as to gratify the 
taste of a few intellectual and refined persons in his 
congregation, — persons more alive to the beauties of 
style than to theological soundness or saving results, — 
while, in consequence, his pastoral work is neglected, 
or but superficially performed ? How can he expect 
his Lord to pronounce "well done** upon such a 
course of proceeding ? Had Mr. Tackaberry aimed 
at the head rather than the " heart;** had it been his 
highest ambition to earn the character of a talented 
preacher ; and, for this purpose, had he devoted his 
time so fully to the adornment of his public discourses, 
as to have little or none to give to household visita- 
tion or the instruction of the young, he would neither 
have secured the approval of his Divine Master, of 
hi» own conscience, or, ultimately^ of those whom he 
thus studied to please. To give the proper degree of 
attention both to pulpit duties and pastoral visitation 
will be the anxious care of every conscientious mi- 
nister ; and, to assist him in this effort, it is incum- 
bent on the members of his congregation to guard 
against unreasonable expectation in relation to the 
one or the other* Let them exercise the needful can- 
dour and forbearance. Should he in one department 
appear defective, duly considering the claims of the 
other. Meanwhile, let them derive all possible profit 
from the services of him who is over them in the 
liord, both ministerial and pastoral. 

Mr. T.*s closet exercises became stUl more profit- 
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•Me and delightfdL They^are thus noticed, Norembor 
17, 1832: " In my reading and general walk I am 
living as if I hoped to reach eightyjears ; but I am 
striving to spend my hours of retirement as thou^ 
to-morrow might be my List day. I hare many 
moments of deep communion with God in the closet; 
bat am labouring chiefly for that momentary spirit of 
praise, that constant, habitual joy, which the Word 
cf God clearly promises. Wesley's letters abound with 
what I look for." 

His hopes of spiritual prosperity were not imme- 
diately realized, in consequence of the disturbed state 
of the country, occasioned by the Whitefoot combina- 
tion. The men came armed into the Bandon chapel, 
when the service was after dark ; and in the country 
many were afraid to come at all. " The parlour in 
which I now sit," writes Mr. T., January 4, "has 
three broken panes, the Whitefeet having dashed in 
the windows last night, and left a notice for the 
master, coffined and dated, ' departed this life Feb. 9, 
1853.* Two other houses where we stop in this 
neighbourhood were also attacked last night, and the 
gates torn up. The whole of the cotmtry is pro- 
claimed, but the magistrates are afraid to do their 
duty. Matters are daily becoming worse. My col^ 
league sometimes carries a pistol. I have not, nor 
do I intend. You may think from all this that 
Fossey*8 mind is greatiy excited. It is not. I go on 
as smoothly as ever ; no difference or change in any- 
thing, but that I do not ride at all by night, and that 
I carry the top of my brass umbrella foremost by day ! 
I did not tell my good littie wife that I was coming 
to the place where I heard the windows were broken 
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last night. I suppose mother will be very uneasy. 
She need not. ^God protects. He can save as easily 
now as at any other tune ; and if he chooses to per- 
mit, I would just as willingly be killed as die." 

In the midst of these alarms, God vouchsafed some 
encouraging tokens : *' My soul grows in fidth, and 
tastes increasing sweetness in gratitude to my 
Heavenly Father. How pleasant is the work of 
praise ! I have held one or two penitent meetings 
lately ; and when I think the time for them is come, 
I shall have more. A few obtain pardon, and but a 
few. Two have experienced purity of heart lately in 
Bandon ; and others are all athirst for it. Gloiy to 
God!" 

He also remarks : '* I have often thought for weeks 
past of the phrase, the * cheerfulness of faith.* I am 
cultivating, and I tmist increasing, in it." 

" The cheerfulness of faith :" that is the serene 
and_holy joy which is the fruit of faith. It is a feUci- 
tous phrase, and admonitory as weU. How many 
are the subjects of faith, who are strangers to its 
cheerfulness, because they themselves hinder its joy- 
producing operation ! Children of a King, they go 
mourning all their days, for this sole reason ! Beligious 
joy has its degrees. There may be the joy of com- 
placent submission to the will of God, as well as the 
joy of exultation in doing it. Some degree of it is 
possible for the Christian "at all times." The scat- 
tered Churches to whom Peter wrote, notwithstand- 
ing their dispersion, their manifold temptations, 
and the fiery trial awaiting them, could rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. " Aye," says 
one, " they could rejoice under persecution, and I 

• . • s 
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think, by the grace of God, so eonldl ; bat I am con- 
stantly suffering under physical infirmity, the prey <^ 
deep, constant, nenrons depression.** Well, but, n^ 
friend, might not yonr case, I was going to say, be 
infinitely worse? Trae, nervons disorders, as Mr. 
Wesley says, are a ffeeXenemy to the joy of faith ; but 
are they to be allowed to conquer? Must they so 
mercUessly triumph as to deprive yon ot all Divine 
consolation ? *' My brethren,'* says an apostle, " count 
it all joy when ye fall mto divers temptations ** or 
trials. Your present affliction, rightly viewed, may 
be the greatest occasion for joy. God sees a "need 
be*' for it. In his judgment it may be the only medi- 
cine that can save your soul from death. Let your 
faith say, ^'He doeth all things well," and the troubled 
waves of fear, dissatis&ction with your lot, and in- 
clination to murmur, will subside ; and there will be a 
great calm,— a calm implying at least botm measure of 
joy. But remember, saving religion, especially in your 
case, is confidence, love, submission, not transport. 
Your choice, your preference of God for your portion, 
may be decided, when your degree of joy is weak. If 
you cannot sing as at other times, yon can trust ; if 
you cannot triumph, you can hope, though it be 
against hope; and in the one case you will be equally 
acceptable to God as in the other. Your malady may 
be '* physical not moral : it may be weak nerves, 
rather than weak faith." If, therefore, you cannot 
serve the Lord with as much " gladness " as others, 
as you did in former times, or as you now desire; for 
the credit of religion, for the honour of Christ, for 
the consolation of His people, as well as for your own 
sake, serve Him as joyfully as you can. 
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If the " cheerfulness of faith " be mcumbent upon 
Christians who are the subjects of suffering, how 
much more so upon those who are exempt from it ! 
It is the believer*s imperative duty, not merely his 
privilege, to be happy. This is evident from such 
commands of Scripture as *' Let the children of Zion 
be joyful in their King ;" and " rejoice in the Lord 
alway." The duty is implied in those passages where 
the affection of joy is spoken of in connexion with 
the faith that brings salvation : ** Now the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing :" 
" Believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory ** — implying not only the prerogative, but the 
obligation, to rejoice. This joy is not to be confounded 
with natural buoyancy, unhallowed mirth, or even 
the pleasurable emotions which are dependent upon 
pulpit eloquence, the power of music, or what is 
termed religious excitement. These are not the spring 
of true joy. God himself is its source. It is not an 
occasional impulse, but a habitual frame; not the 
state of the heart on the Sabbath and in the sanctuary 
merely, but at home and in the daily occupations of 
life. Christian ! how anomalous and unseemly your 
gloom ! Recovered from an inveterate malady which 
had well nigh proved fatal, — ^and sad! Pardoned, 
adopted, sealed, made a new creature, assured of the 
fact, — and yet sad ! Constituted an heir of God, a joint 
heir with Christ, a title to that inheritance in your 
possession, which all the powers of Hell cannot in- 
validate, — and yet sad ! An indisputable claim to the 
exceeding great and precious promises of Scripture as 
made to you — for " all are yours" — ^and yet sad I " I 
' love the Bible," said Luther, " for these pronouns, mine 
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end thine."* And is it bo that Ood in Christ, tndtfat 
consolatory traths of Scripture, and the glories.. of 
Heaven in yonr Eldor Brother*s ri^t, and by foretaste, 
are all yonrs, and yet that you are often found Tezinf 
yourself with a thousand groundless fears ? O I let 
it be your devout and resolute effort, henceforward, to 
cultivate '* the cheerfulness of fisuth** — to rejoice ever- 
more! 

Mr. T. advises a Christian friend to read Wesley's 
pastoral letters, with this warm recommendation ; **Jf 
you have not lately, do read them. They always do 
me good. Having looked them over a few weeks 
back, I love them more than ever. O ! ^forward, as 
he urges every one converted to do." These letters, 
perspicuous in style, breathing the purest spirit of 
piety, and exciting the renewed soul to follow hard 
after God, are worthy of a distinguished place among 
the best manuals of devotion. '* Forward, and active" 
Mr. T. adds, " should be the Christianas watchwords.** 

They were generally, but especially at this time, 
his own motto. The disturbance in the eoqniay 
having subsided, he devoted himself, with renewed 
zeal, to his holy calling, intent on doing and veeeiv- 
ing good. The sequel will show, as the preceding 
pages have already shown, that unreserved comieeica- 
tion to God, on his part, was always the sure indica- 
tion of circuit proq[>erity : ** Since I wrote last, my 
great Father has been unusually kind to me. lAst 
week was the biq>piest I had since I came to Bandon. 
The Lord is inclining me to hunger and thirst alter 
righteousness with much more earnestness; and then 
He satisfies the hungerings himself has created. . My 
highest joy now is of a more sober cast than that of 
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former years. I do not look for such rapture, but for 
enjoyment which is steady, solid, abiding. Lately, I 
have been often led to pray : * O I Lord teach me ; O ! 
Lord teach me.' Often have I earnestly pleaded this 
petition. And, also, * O ! Lord, keep me from mo- 
ment to moment dependent on thyself.' The death of 
Dr. Clarke, and now of Mr. Watson, has very deeply 
affected me. It is solemn work to grapple with death. 
I feel no uneasy thought at any time relative to my 
latter end ; rather, I have lately felt much sweetness 
at times in looking forward to it. Daily I am thinking 
of that world in which I hope to spend a glorious 
eternity. We have no general stir on the circuit yet, 
nor even much prospect of it. I am, however, living 
in hope. A few have lately been stirred up to seek 
purity of heart, and some have obtained pardon. 
Thanks to God for any good." 

The revival thus begun soon spread, and it may be 
traced, instrumentally, not merely to ministerial de- 
votedness and zeal, but to the harmony and united 
action of the ofi&ce-bearers. Of this Mr. T. speaks 
with feelings of lively satisfaction and hope : " Our 
prospects brighten : the congregations are visibly on 
the increase. One was converted on Sunday week, 
another on Wednesday. There may have been more 
if I knew them ; and in this large society, where there 
are several aged leaders, we have not one jarring 
string. This is no small matter. I expect to see 
very good days in Bandon before I leave it." It can 
scarcely be supposed that all these official brethren 
thought alike upon every subject; but they subordi- 
nated everything to the promotion of spiritual religion 
upon their circuit. This, with them, was the weighty 



108 

matter. Other things were bat m tfie ''mint, anitt 
and cummin,'* in comparison. Would that such 
unity, godly love and co-operation were uniTersal I 

May 15, he mentions: ''A member of my daif^ 
sister to one of our preachers, was conrerted on Moor 
day night while I was jMreaching ; on Sunday eresung 
the feeling through the congregation was Teiy general ;" 
and, June 17, he says : ** Yesterday was a Tery bi^ppy 
day with me. My cup ran over. In the love-feast 
it was difficult for me to restrain my feelings. O ! the 
weight of my obligations ! The forbearance, — O I the 
forbearance of God!" Thus closed his first year in 
Bandon. 

On his return from Conference, he entered upoo 
his work with renewed zeal : *' I have come back to 
Bandon resolved to lay myself out wholly Ibr God. 
Never was I farther from being contented with my 
own state than at present. Holy myself, and souls 
converted to God, will satisfy me— nothing leM.** 
The desire for success became intense : ** My constant 
prayer relative to Bandon is, *Let me see good in this 
place before I leave it, or die !* I have had delig^tftd 
seasons in the closet the last month, and hope for a 
a continuance of them. God, I believe, will be 
with me." 

About this time his cousin, William Cranwill, died 
suddenly, but triumphantly, in Dublin* '' The news 
made me," says Mr. T., •* glad and sorry." Had be 
witnessed the scene, at which it was my privilege to 
be present, the joyous emotion could scarcely fail te 
predominate; a scene impressively illustrating the 
sentiment : 
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** The ehamber where Ute good maa meets his fsAe 
Is privileged beyond the commoa walks j even of virtiaQixs Hfe,-^ 
Quite in the verge of Heaven." 

Sent for in haste to visit the joung man, I fbmid him 
struggling with the last enemy. Previously converted 
and devoted to God, — ^through Christ strengthening 
him he had so far triumphed as to he assured of ulti- 
mate victory. Thus persuaded of his ovm final safety, 
he had his widowed mother, his brother and sistets 
summoned to his bed-side, to receive his last charges. 
And such a charge! A few affectionately urgent 
counsels addressed to each, in rapid succession,--^ 
for he felt his end was at hand^-^he ccmcluded, 
with a tender request to hia youngest sister, who was 
but a child, to follow him to Heaven; while the 
weeping &mily responded, **Well all follow you." 
His address to his mother was memorable as it was 
touching : '* Mother, make the salvation of your soul 
yoinr first concern, and leave temporal things to God." 
Exhausted with the effort, he rapidly sunk. 

In October, 1833, Mr. T. describes the state of 
things as presenting more favourable indications than 
he had witnessed {previously; improved congregations^ 
more lively meetings, an increasing spirit of prayer 
and expectation, some conversions, and a sensible 
quickening in his own soul. Twice before since he 
came to Bandon was he *'much stirred up ;*' but he 
had not enjoyed such intimate and happy intercourse 
with Heaven as recently. " I think," he remarks, ** I 
have more cause for gratitude, eveiything considered, 
than any other individual on earth. I enjoy much at 
the hand of God, and have very little to desire. Be- 
sides being in the Divine favour, I am a minister 
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among the people <^ mj dunee, — a peofde ulio, wjA 
an tfaeir fanlts, I eonnder by far the best 19011 eaidi. 
And God giTes me to see some good doing. Widial 
I am stin enabled to sing : 

' 5or is the least a thmi/ul heart, 
That tastes those ^fts with joj/ " 

In Mr. T/s case, — and in the case of how many be- 
side, — there was an inseparable connexion between im- 
portmiate closet-prajer and froit of his public labours. 
A short note, addressed to me, October 25, 1833, con- 
tains his own sentiments on this subject : " I am 
always glad to hear from you. and always thankM 
idien you deal plainly with me. I have long believed 
that closet labom* is never miprofitable ; indeed, / do 
not expect success but in connexion with it I have 
not spent a more profitable time for years than since 
last Conference. The Lord has been drawing me 
nearer to himself and I trust will continue to do so. 
I am following hard after Him, and, I thank Him, not 
in vain. His dealings vdth me remind me of the 
tree planted by the rivers of water. I see that, if 
matters rise in Bandon, it will require a powerful and 
continued effort. May the Holy Spirit be shed forth 
abundantly !*' 

The testimony he bears to the stabilUy of those who 
were, by their own profession, made subjects of re- 
newing grace, is worthy of notice : ** I observe the 
few who are converted on this circuit have had a very 
deep work wrought in them, and evidence a sound- 
ness of character not always to be met with in revival 
times.** Meanwhile his own soul continued to pros- 
per: ** I generally enjoy sweet fellowship with God, 
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^d therq are tiines when JJeayen seems let down 
indeed. I am daily becoming fonder of Scripture 
study. The Word of God is a marvellous book. O 
that He may open my eyes to behold, more and more 
clearly, wondrous things out of His law." Then 
follow notices of what unifom^ly resulted, whenever 
his owi;i spiritual state, as to its health and vigour, 
was improved — ^namely, circuit prosperity : ** My wife, 
and two or three other pious women, have commenced 
a female prayer-meeting in my parlour. I do not 
hear of much fire as yet. My Monday night class 
has increased in . number, and is blessedly alive. I 
am always quickened by meeting it. 

" A few weeks back I witnessed a remarkable in- 
stance of the mercy and power of God in the case of 

a young man named L . Mr. C. asked me to see 

him. I foimd an educated, mild-spirited young man 

in the last stage of consiimption. I paid him many 

visits, Jaad good hope of )iim, but there was nothing 

clear, until Sunday, 27th October. After speaking to 

,hipi of thp very happy death of the saintly Fletcher, 

I prayecl yith him, and felt myself that God was 

there. .. Whej^ I rose £rQn[i my Jmees, he praised God 

. aloud, aufi excl^med, * O, Mpther, I never felt so 

,li^^pybefp^e!* Haying taken his hand, in the act of 

bidding him goo^ morning, I began to sing, some 

verses of the *joyful*| hymn, when he broke out into 

-. such rapture as I . havi^ seldom witnessed. ' ! 

. i|[^otber, I never was so happy ! My heart is full of 

r God ! , I cquld npt contain fuiy more ! It is enough. 

Lord 1 p ! I long to go now V Thus he continued 

tiU I l^ft him." . 

The services of Christmas-day, 1833, were emi- 
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nently happy and hopeful : " December 25 : — ^A very 
blessed day. The sacrament, after* early preaching, 
remarkably good ; but, at eleven, while administering 
the precious ordinance to an afflicted family, we had 
such a season ! It was the overwhelming of love — ^it 
was the fulness of God!" The love-feast the fol- 
lowing Sabbath he thus describes : " Such a meeting 
we have not had in Bandon in my time. God was 
in our midst. All seemed quickened. For some 
weeks I feel much encouraged to hope for good days. 
A few very promising young persons have been con- 
verted the last six months ; and now the fire is, I 
think, about to spread through our society at least. 
A few, who received the blessing of perfect love, are 
likely to be useful We have fine material in Ban- 
don. The good doing is of the most solid description ; 
no noise, but a melting power which no heart otight 
to resist." 

A young friend who had commenced to preach, but 
was tempted to think he should by so doing lessen 
his own enjoyment, Mr. T. thus admonishes and 
directs : ** You say you would be much more happy 
as a private Christian. No: no man was ever as 
happy as he who does something for God. It is be- 
neath the noble spirit of a Christian to live to him- 
self. Mr. Hadden is a man of whom I have a higher 
opinion every year I live. Make him your Mend. 
He is a good and safe man. I will never, in time or 
Eternity, forget the day, the day of darkness, he said 
to me, * Brother T., I would ride my horse across 
Ireland to serve you !* You ask * will the people bear 
with me without variety?* Mr. Fletcher used to say 
it is unction which makes the preacher. Simplicity, 
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unction, directness of aim, will carry a man through, 
where splendour would fail. There are such things 
as skeletons of sermons. Most of those which I have 
seen are worse than worthless. I am thankful I did 
not know such things existed when I became a 
preacher. You must read. Nothing will give variety 
to your preaching imless you give yourself to reading." 

January 29. — ^A few weeks after writing the above, 
he was enabled to communicate still more joyful 
tidings. Four young persons were converted the 
previous Monday night, and two others that morning. 
" Indeed," he says, " we see good doing now every- 
where we turn." Then he comments upon the cha- 
racter of the work : ** I never saw a revival go on so 
quietly; no noise, no bustle, no confusion, but a 
Heavenly influence which is * as the dew unto Israel.* 
Yes; the operations of the Holy Spirit are like the 
small rain upon the tender herb. Some have re- 
ceived purity of heart, and several are earnestly seeking 
after it; but still there is something so gentle, so 
noiseless, as you have seldom seen. My own state 
is calm serenity and deep gratitude to God. O may 
the good work spread wide I More than thirty, in- 
cluding the young persons, have foimd peace with 
God lately. As yet it is confined entirely to the 
members of the society or congregation. May we be 
\nse to spread every sail while the gale is passing !" 

Sometimes a disposition is unhappily manifested 
to doubt the reality of revivals of religion, except the 
circumstances are in accordance with certain pre-con- 
ceived notions and prejudices. If accompanied by 
noise, or what is termed irregularity, some will de- 
nounce them as the fruit of mere rant and fanaticism ; 
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if the maxiner of them be the opposite, as just de- 
aeribed by ICr. T., then others will consider them 
tame and flat, and consequently suspect their genidne^ 
ness. Now, these errors are corrected by the gresCt 
diversity of the Holy Spirit's operations — great as 
those of the " wind," wluch, in its sover6iignty , 
" bloweth*' as " it listeth." It seems, therefore, an 
unwarrantable presumption to complain of the mode 
in which that Divine Agent may choose to work upon 
the hearts of men. If, on some occasions, it be com- 
parable to the roaring storm, well. If, at other times, 
it be mild as the gentle zephyr, equally well. In both 
cases it is His prerogative to " do according to His 
will," and none should ** stay His hand, or say unto 
Him what does Thou V" 

The features of tiie holy excitement, distinguishing 
it as truly the work of God, became still more marked. 
On January 16, 1834, Mr. T. proceeds to relate : " I 
trust the many prayers oflFered up for a revival of re- 
ligion in this town are about to be answered. I have 
been called on recently by persons in deep distress, 
enquiring * what must I do to be saved ?* and have 
had a pleasure which only the Christian minister can 
know, in taking them to my study and praying with 
them. At our love-fe&st it was evident to all that God 
was deepening his work in the society. Some bore 
happy testimony to the great change lately wrought 
in their hearts. At this staige Mr. Fackman, a very 
earnest man of God, but a Uttie rough, and Mr. Field 
from Cork, also a blessed revivalist, and very mild, 
visited Bandon. They saw the people were prepared 
to receive good, prayed and laboured in faith, and G6d 
has made their visit an eminent blessing. 
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*' As nearly as I can learn, from ten to fifteen have 
obtained justification, and four or five the blessing of 
pore love» since Saturday last ; and what is yef more 
encouraging^ expectation is raised, faith increased, 
and prayer ojSered on every hand. A few sneer who 
should rejoice with us, but many are excited to grati- 
tude and zealous effort. I need hardly say that i 
have cordially co-operated with these good men whom 
God in His mercy sent to visit us at a most stiitible 
time. I do delight to honour those whom God 
honours ; and am truly grateful to see His work car- 
ried on by amy instruments whom He chooses to em- 
ploy. Although not as sanguine in reference to re- 
vivals as formerly, there are several circumstances 
which encourage the hope that this wiU be of a per- 
manent character. I called yesterday to visit the 
family with whom I had such a season on Christmas- 
day, and foimd that Mr. Fackman has bean made in- 
strumental in the conversion of one of its members to 
whom I had often spoken, but apparenrtly in vain. 
Two others, who thought it most unseemly to have 
anything like noise or disorder in the worship of 
God, screamed aloud, while we prayed, as if pierced 
with a sword. My Eliza has been greatly profited by 
Mr. Field's conversation and prayers ; so I can scarcely 
fail to be a giuner myself. My mind, uniformly calm, 
is much drawn to thankfulness in private and public 
O, may this visit be &a extended blessing ! One of 
its results will be an increase of labour, and I thought 
we. had quite enough btfore; but the promise runs, 
* As your day is, so shall your strength be.' " 

Febnu^ ^, he states, as the result of the 
quarteriy visitation of the <tiMM$, that be found in 
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the Bandon society 278 members, ineluding tliosdon 
trial ; tliat now there were 370 ; that d4 of these pro- 
fessed to have received pardon of sin, and 12 entiie 
sanctification, within the previous three months. '* Of 
three of the latter/' he remarks, " I entertain some 
doubts: with the rest I feel satisfied. The good 
work still goes on, but so quietlj as I never saw be- 
fore." 

Unlike the famine, — cholera, now rife, was the oc- 
casion of deep and general anxiety for salvation ; and 
doubtless contributed, through grace, in no small de- 
gree, to the spiritual prosperity thus narrated: 
** Sixty persons," Mr. T. adds, " in the town of Dun- 
manway, were swept away, in five weeks, by this 
dreadful disease." Then follow characteristic reflec- 
tions and counsels : " How well to be ready ! I hope 
you are all living for God to-day. Do. Our race of 
existence may be short. O ! may the rest of our life 
be very well spent !" 

His motives for thankful joy became more power- 
fully operative, as his second year on this circuit drew 
to a close. " I often praise God aloud in my study," 
he writes to me in April, '*that I am what I am. O ! 
is it not glorious to live for Heaven myself, and to be 
instrumental in conducting others there ? Two per- 
sons, now recovering from typhus fever, were con- 
verted within the last sixteen months. Their ex- 
perience, while ill, would have done good to the stones 
of the wall, could they have heard ! Glory to God for 
examples, living and dying, that He is mighty to sav^ 
to the uttermost, and to the end !" So cheering and 
profitable was it to witness the power of grace in one 
of these persons, that he ofiten found it difficult to 
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drag himself from her bed-side, although aware it wad 
unsafe to remain there long. For several months she 
had professed the enjoyment of perfect love, and he 
sometimes wished that those who questioned the at- 
tainableness of such privilege, were present to hear 
her converse on the deep things of God. His emo* 
tion was similar to that of Paul when he said : "Ye 
are our epistle, written in our hearts, known and read 
of all men." 

Appointed to the circuit for a third year, he entered 
on his work in the spirit most likely to ensure con- 
tinued and enlarged success : " On my return from 
Wexford, in July, a train of circumstances led me to 
examine closely into the state of my heart. The re- 
sult was a calm resolve to seek after an increase of 
piety ; to let go and lose sight of everything preven- 
tive of such growth. Olearly perceiving that, if I 
grew in grace, some ground must be gained every 
day. I have, since then, made a daily effort to rise." 
As usual, the work of his hands prospered in propor- 
tion to the prosperity of the work of grace in his 
heart : " Our two servants have been lately converted, 
and will, I trust, be a greater comfort to us. Six or 
eight have found salvation within these three weeks, 
among whom is a college lad, and two or three other 
young men who, if they go forward, will be useful." 

October 22, Mr. T. mentions an interesting fEict 
of the Eev. William Smith, once a band-boy in a 
British regiment, but subsequently an able and po- 
pular Methodist minister in Ireland : " Old Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith took tea with us this evening. They 
have been fifty-six years walking together in the way 
to Heaven. H^ told me that he preached once in 
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Qravel Walk, at the commencement of his ministrf , 
aad that day forty years,-*-a Sabbath monimg;<'-'4ie 
preadied in ihe same house, takmg for bis text Deut. 
viii. 2, 3 : < Thon shalt remember all the way in which 
the Lord thy Qod led thee, these forty yean^/^. 
Both himself and his congregation were greatiy af- 
f«ted." 

The night of the day on whidi he mentioned this 
incident, he himself preached on 2 Cor. iii. ft, 8, H 
sennon characterised by a bold originality, aaA an 
encouraging degree of Heavenly unction. The pas- 
sage will, at least, be regarded as a suitable selection, 
considering the period and the circumstances of his 
ministry : " Ye are omr epistle, written in our hearts, 
known and read of all men : Eorasmneb as ye aire 
manifestly declared to be the epistle of €hrist, liiii' 
nistered by us, written not with ink, but with the 
l^irit of the living God ; not in tables of stone, but 
iti fleshy tables of the heart." Writing to hit mother, 
Mr. T. saiys: ''I made the Lord Jesus the leHer 
writer; the preachers the pens ; the influences of the 
Holy Spirit the iok ; and believers the letter. I felt 
help from Heaven while endeavouring to write hide* 
libly upon the congregation." The history of J^llvi 
BunyaUi Bichard Baxter, and m^aay others, ahowB in- 
structively thiat, lil^e their Divi];ie Master, useAil mi- . 
nisters'kmow *^ what sere temptatioiks mean.-) 'The 
same letter records Mr. T.'s method of proceeding in 
seasons of severe mental conflict: <* The last fork* 
night I hay^ been t^KOjgted, buffeted, sifted. In lihiB 
hurricitne I tried to furl the sails, keepthe vessel's heai 
to the windi and wait ^ favoursJile gale : It will eoane 
ag^, perhaps soon ; and then I will extend a^exy 
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yard of canvass, and sail, if possible, ten knots an 
hour. Formerly, at such times, I yielded to depres- 
sion, fretted, and feared all was lost ; but I think I 
have discovered a more excellent way." 

December 1, he mentions having attended the 
funeral of a fine young man, a local preacher, the only 
surviving son of his mother, and she a widow ! Such 
events at all times exerted a solemn and salutary in- 
fluence on his heart, as his reflections and purposes 
prove to have been the case in this instance : " The 
time is short. Let us redeem every hour of it. Our 
life should be one act of faith — a constant looking to, 
and rejoicing in, Jesus. Yesterday evening, for the 
first time in my life, I preached on Gal. vi. 14 ; but, 
if I live, it shall not be the last. What reason we 
have to glory in the cross of Christ!" 

As the year *34 drew to a close, he was, as he ex- 
presses it, very much in company, and very much 
alone. He had little intercoiu*se with his people, ex- 
cept in a pastoral way, and that was extensive and 
constant. But there were only a few, in town or on 
circuit, with whom he could have fellowship of spirit. 
Yet, he writes to his brother : ** I am anything but 
alone in the world. The last fortnight, I spent a 
large portion of my time in company with that vene 
rable structure, the English language ; with Dr. Hugh 
Blair, of Edinburgh ; with Mrs. Hannah More ; and 
with the bishops and literati of the latter end of the 
past, and the first of the present, centuiy. Hannah 
More was a very uncommon woman, and, for the last 
forty years of her life, sincerely pious. She always 
disliked Methodism ; but, if I get to Heaven, I hope 
to meet her there. She was another striking com- 
ment on the well-known words, < Vanity of vanities, 
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all is vQBily/ She had all thai earUi could yield, and 
jet re^ed from the \«:orld, weax^ and diagusled, «iid 
89Ugbt heir consolation torn 09 high." Hmd. he/i»- 
fers to the hopeful condition of his circuit as well, m, 
to the state of his heart : *' The circuit is veigr li]^ Hie 
season; weather &pe, but cold, and little gfowd^; 
however, some early buds begin to appear, the pledge 
of next year's £ruit; and my heart rejoiices to believe 
it is so spiritually. It is a profitable exercise, I £mdi 
daily to turn my thoughts to Heaven. I shall ne¥^, 
I trust, be as cold in my affections as I have too. often 
been di^ring the last twelve years. My judgo^entaad 
will are invariably on the side of deep piely ; but (be 
constant effort of cordial Mth is that which. earo>e# 
me forward. O I how sweet to feel my heairt ia fbd 
Lord's : to believe, adore, and love I 'Zrerpimig: 
short of this is splendid ^iffing. I had. a, leHiev to- 
day from W. B. to say all hope of life is- gone ! How 
ai^ecting to see fiieudafib^r friend drop off li£$*s bougbl 
4nd to think of making friends in oldage is ool-^ 
the question ! Glory to God, I hop<> to live for ev«r i^ 
The circuit from whence Mr* T.« came out to.tfeffrel 
was. at that time the spher^e of my labours. This lettair 
contains an enquiry all\idixig tq a remark once made to 
me by him 14 familiar cpnversation ; a remark m 
which he e^lployed a homely but forcible figure i» 
illustrate his meaning. '* Almost aU the pepple iB 
this coimtry,*' he said, ** passed through the fire of 
Methodism at one time or other. Some of them il 
made good stuff of; but the re^ it turned luto 
cjlinkers !" Whether the startlii^ observation were 
imiversally applicable, mighty perhaps, admil of a 
question; as a general rule, wiith soa^e exceptions, ili 
wa^ a]^4<>Hbtedly correct The enqwy referred to ii^ 
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the letter is the following : <* It is a long time since 
I heard anything of or from B. Huston. Is he mining 
out any firesh coal ? for, I fear, he will make little of 
the clinkers !" 

As the period of his energetic and effective ministiy 
in Bandon was about to terminate, he fervently 
longed for still more signal success. His own words 
are : " Our work for some time past has been hook 
and line fishing, rather than bringing nets fall to 
land. How greatly should I rejoice in one good 
haul before I leave the circuit ! Pray that in this 
matter God may give me the desire of my heart" 

Mr. Tackaberry's principles of conduct in relatioo 
to ciicmt afppointment? were now called iintO' opem^ 
tioo. ' ** You ask me,** he replies to the enquiry of » 
fjAd&d, ''"what i mean; to do with myself next year, t 
aiEd#er i ' know Hot; and cannot teH'. I never did 
anjrthing to proctit'e an appointment for myself but 
WidMow, and I believe in that I i/f sis justified. Nev^-^ 
tiieless^ I suffered more painful e^rcises of inind 
whilil' on tha£ ch^it, arising from complex busihesis^ 
affitirs which I was appointed to administer, than in all 
the otheir years of my itinerant life. God, I believe* 
will fts my lot; and I can, &0y and vM leave it ta 
Him.'! Accordingly, at the <£strict meeting, '* the 
brethren," he sa^s, " would put my name down f(&r 
Cork or Limerick. I was secretary, and did not ^nten 
it in the minute*book for any place; but Mr. Stewart, 
the cbairniaii, who is 'also our representative to the 
8tatioqiixg:«iDfmmittee, made the en:tiy as above. Were 
I tio choose I wouldprefer the north to the isouth; but, 
if I am usefully employed, pUtoes to me are of small 
concern. I now leave the whole matter' toi take its 
coiirse.'' ' ' ' 
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1^35.1839. — ^DBOGHEDA, BELFIBT. 

While God, by His Providence, BoperixiteDds liie 
affiurs of the world. His Word warrants the pemmnaa 
that, e^peciaUy in the case of His faithful ministas, 
that superintendence is most minute and patemaL 
His attention is continually directed towazds their 
persons, their interests, their movements, guiding, 
controlling, over-ruling, preserving; so that, while 
found in the way of duty, they are " immortal till 
their work is done/' Of this the A^stle Paul is an 
example. Many events in his history might be 
adduced to show that he was constantly the object of 
God*s pemUar care. One shall suffice : *' I am with 
thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee : for I 
have much people in this city" — (Acts xviiL 10) a 
passage demonstrating that the Saviour watched over 
him and bis work with more than ordinary solicitude. 
Mr. Tackaberry was a firm believer in this doctrine. 
And hlH faith was operative. It exerted the happiest 
influence upon his own mind, so that everywhere he 
attended to His Master's work without distraction. 
His re-appointment to the Drogheda Circuit was 
viewed by him as an arrangement made in Heaven ; 
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because, among other reasons he assigns, he had un- 
usual facilities for self-iinprovement. '*It is ahnost^' 
as difficult," he observes, " to read closely in Bandon 
as in Dublin ; but here I can read more, and more to 
purpose, than in any oliier circuit I ever travelled." 

The practice of early rising was adopted by Mr. T., 
convinced by the teaching and exan^iple of the wise 
and good, and knowing, from personal observation 
and experience, that it is, for many reasons, the more 
excellent way. Th6 venerable William Ferguson once 
observed, in the Irish Conference, that he was now a 
member of that body of ministers, *^ owing to early 
rising I" And how many have fallen from their mi. 
nisterial position, — to say nothing of the multitudes 
who have forfeited the privileges of church member- 
ship, — through ''softness and needless self-indul- 
gence I" **I have again," writes Mr. T., Nov. 36, 
<« ooinmenced my good five o'clock hour of rising, ai^d 
although it affects my health, it is of incalculable 
advantage to my mind and heart. I will strive hard 
to keep to it." 

He did not witness the same extensive revival this 
tslnie as tvhen stationed here before; but knowing 
'^ there ia joy :ih the preseaace of the angels of Qod 
oyer one sinner that repenteth," he exulted in the oe- 
casionai cdwersiKoixs v^ith whioh we were favoured-— 
for I^hai^pened to be his colleague in 18d5-Q. There- 
fore, he continues : '< I am beginning to hope we shaU 
soe bettet days. Last Sunday night, after preaching, 
a liemald aol deep distress asked me to call on her 
ttffiBtilayvV. Judging from her coimtenance how she 
M%i I 'biwisght her into my parlour, and set Mrs. 
HastoxirMi^ Brcrwne, and tny wife to pray with and 
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eneoonige her. She soon obtained relief and went 
home happj. We are thankful for a UUU.** 

VLr. T/s mode of insfnieting his children* though 
ftmiliar, waa Scriptural and impressive. An example 
is subjoined : ^* Before they went to sleep on Satordaj 
night I went into the room, when Maria said* *■ Papa, 
we were speaking of Daniel, and how God kept the 
lions from eating him because he was good.' ' Yes/ 
I said, 'He loved God, and God loved him/ ' But, 
papa,' said Jane, 'how is it the Bible says Go^ loves 
every one, even the animals?' I answered, 'God 
loves bad men with a bve of pity, but he hates their 
ways. He not only loves good people with a love of 
pleasure, but he loves their ways too.' Yesterdi^ the 
litde ones were looking out of the window, and Jane 
said, ' That girl is a Roman ; I do not love her/ 
Happening to hear the remark, I said* ' Jane, shoold 
you not love eveiy person?* ' O yes, p^pa, and I do 
love her with % love of pity, but I do not love her 
ways, because they are wrong.' Simple as these inci- 
dents were, they very much gratified me." 

In lAxjf, Mr. T. visited Dublin, on the occasion of 
the Annual District Meeting, when, as he relates, his 
heart was much cheered and comforted : ''I preached 
in Whitefriar Street on Thursdi^, with niair|r melting 
recollections, to a congregition whu^ can fo^ and 
deeply too. At the close I had a hearty salnte from 
two Band<m friends, one of whom was converted th^B 
my first year, and since has been very usefiiL They 
told me ihai others of my children after the common 
fiuth stand fast in the Lord" — in hearing whidi his 
joy was fnlL Then he proceeds to describe the 
peeadiers' children's breakfast-meeting, at idiicb be 
present: 
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" There were in all sixty-two persons. They were 
addressed by Messrs. Mayne, Ferguson, Deery, 
Murphy, GiUman, F. T., &c. A cast of Mr. Wesley 
was placed on the table, while a smiling company of 
his children and children's children sat around. 

" Mr. Mayne said that just fifty-one years ago that 
day, when a little boy, he heard the venerable Wesley 
preach. His heart was affected now at beholding his 
likeness, and calling former times to his remembrance. 
Little thought had he then of what he this day wit- 
nessed. 

" Mr. Ferguson told us he heard Mr .Wesley preach 
in the Danish fort at Clones in 1789, to about 4,000 
people, on * Come, for all things are now ready ;' and 
he gave us an outline of the sermon. Mr. W., he 
said, preached the following morning at five o'clock, 
on the circumcision of the heart. 

** Mr. Murphy was converted suddenly, after serving 
sin for nineteen years. All night he wrestled, and 
foimd Christ to be his Saviour at four o'clock in the 
morning. For fifty years he enjoyed his salvation. 
Mr. Mayne closed this exhilarating meeting with 
prayer." 

It was my privilege once to attend a similar meet- 
ing, in which the remark of a mmister called up a 
venerable preacher's widow. " What shall I do, Mr. 
R.," said a lady in Cork, " to make my son a preacher?" 
** Teach him," said he, ** to prefer eternity to time.'' 
Here Mrs. Myles rose, and apologising for the liberty, 
delivered an admonitory address to the young people, 
which seemed to produce deep impression, and the 
substance of which it may not be out of place to re- 
cord. It consisted chiefly of an incident in the life 
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t>f Mr. Bankin, one of the early preachers. A Mr. 
Griffin, at whose house he lodged, heing dmigaroiisly 
ill; Mr, Bankin proposed to sit np, when Miss Griffin 
said, *' No, sir, you are fiatigued ; you must go to rest, 
and should anything happen to father in the ni^i^ 
you shall be awaked." He retired, and as he slept he 
dreamed. Standing at the gate of Heaven, he saw a 
person come up and ask admittance. " Where is your 
passport ?'* it was enquired. As a passport, a quan- 
tity of gold and silver was produced. " These," it 
was rephed, '* belong to time, this is eternity ;" and 
admission was refused. A similar answer was given 
to one who came with wills and probates as a pass- 
port ; and to another with lace, ribbons, and finery. 
At last one came flying to the gate, exclaiming: 
" The blood of Jesus Christ has cleansed me firom all 
sin!" The gate flew open, and he was admitted 
with shouts of welcome. Just then there . was a 
knock at the door. '* Come in. Miss Griffin," said Mr, 
Bankin, '* I know what has occurred : your father is 
dead. Just now, in my vision, I saw him enter 
Heaven !" The matronly lady thence took the op- 
portunity affectionately to caution her yoimg friends 
against the idolatrous love of the world. 

An adulatory accoimt of Mr. T.'s services at the 
opening of Enniscorthy Chapel having been published, 
drew from him the following strictures, which show 
how lightly he esteemed the praise of men : '' I saw 
the piece of splash-dash to which you refer. All who 
read it will laugh at us and the writer. Approbation 
judiciously expressed is a pleasant condiment ^ the 
mind ; but our young friend*s artide is quite sur- 
feiting." 
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There can be little doubt that, but for the influenise 
of the priests of Borne in this country, the Word of 
the Lord would have free coiu*se and be glorified. Like 
their prototypes of old, they shut up the kingdom of 
Heaven against men ; they neither go in themselves, 
nor will they suffer them that are entering to go in. 
To this tyranny Mr. T. thus alludes : ** We walked 
over to Carrickmacross at seven o'clock, and I gave a 
temperance lecture to about 400 persons in the 
market-house, more than half of them Bomanists. 
They heard with the deepest attention. I published 
for preaching the next evening, when, to my surprise, 
I had the large room packed to suffocation. Most of 
the Protestants in Oarrick, with about 360 Bomanists, 
heard with solemn interest, while I applied the 
affectionate intreaty, the tender expostulation, Ezek. 
xxxiii. 11. This is amazing. I preached .here in 
August, 1823, to eight persons one evening and 
thirteen another ; and now we have by far the largest 
congregation on the circuit. But how long will this 
continue? Till the priest hears and forbids. But 
many begin to feel the yoke is too heavy to be borne. 
The day of liberty draws near !" Mr. T. adds : 
"Brother H. and I talked over the week's work; 
agreed to give some extra ministrations to Garrick, 
and thus spread oiu* canvass to the passing gale, 
which is difficult, seeing our time is so fully occupied." 

Mr. T. had a soul formed for friendship, a heart 
susceptible of gratitude, the most ardent and endur- 
ing. Hence, his affectionate tribute of respect to the 
memory of Mrs. Doolittle : " A Waterford newspaper 
annoimces the death of my dear friend. There was 
not another minister's wife in our connexion with 

u 
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whom I could feel so like a son. The two years I 
was in Dublin she was to me a mother indeed. I 
transcribe a paragragh of the letter I wrote to-day to 
Mr. Doolittle : * I knew Mrs. D. for sixteen years, and 
esteemed her more highly every month of that time. 
Often have our hearts burned within us while we 
talked of Jesus. She loved to converse on the deep 
things of God. Her strength of mind, soundness of 
judgment, thorough attachment to Methodism, dis* 
satisfaction with everything like display in Christian 
experience, in preaching, in manners; her steady, 
well- wearing, Scriptural piety all now pass before me. 
I shall not make many such friends in life. One likes 
to be loved, especially by the excellent of the earth. 
Her motherly, tender. Christian kindness to me ; her 
interest in all my interests, could not fail to take hold 
on my heart. Where shall I meet her like again?'" 
A dissatisfied, complaining temper, in a particular 
church, the temper indulged by parties whom no 
person or thing can please — the unenviable inheritance 
too often of such as have secret reasons for dissatis- 
faction with themselves — ^has ever been foimd a serious 
hindrance to the progress of personal and social piety. 
Widely different in its influence is the disposition of 
those who take their spiritual discontents, personal 
and relative, to the Throne of Grace, after the example 
of the Psalmist : " I poured out my complaint before 
Him ; I showed before Him my trouble." Having 
painfully witnessed its operation in one part of the 
circuit, Mr. T. thus characterises the evil referred ta: 
''Yesterday morning's congregation was thin, and 
cool enough, too. The spirit of croaking and com- 
plaining has fallen upon them here, and imtil that 
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foul demon be cast out, little good will be received or 
done. He makes bright-coimtenanced praise a 
prisoner ; puts faith asleep ; and paralyzes the hands 
of zeal. Hence, the good work drags on heavily." 

He describes, in pleasant mood, the results of a 
narrow-minded and persecuting clergyman's efforts to 
banish Methodism from that part of the countiy : 
" Eighteen months ago he said he would drive Metho- 
dism out of ; but, alas ! the plague has spread 

from the extremity to the heart of his parish ! We 
have now, in the village of itself, one of the live- 

liest classes on the circuit The clerk of the church 
the leader, the sexton and his family members, and 
more mischief likely to be done, for they have com- 
menced a prayer-meeting every night. Terrible !" 

To walk in the light of God*s countenance is to 
increase in his favour, to rise higher and higher daily 
in his esteem and approval. That this might be the 
<ase with his mother, Mr. T. coimsels her with all 
the solicitude of pure filial affection : ** I trust, my 
dear modier, you are daily seeking an increase of 
Heavenly-mindedness ; feeling a growing deadness to 
eartli, and delight in the prospect of eternal glory. 
Those who do not trouble themselves about trifles, 
who live by faith, and cultivate the spirit of praise, 
share largely in the Divine regards. Peace, joy, and 
love are only seeds or slips when God plants them in 
our souls. It is ours to dig about, water, prune, 
guard, and grow them up into wide-spreading, fruit- 
bearing trees, and then to pluck off the fruit, while we 
sit under their shadow with great delight. It is truly 
surprising, when properly cultured, how rapidly they 
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root, grow, and spread. Thanks to God that ever 
they were planted in our hearts ! 

" But, mother, what of thanksgiving? This also 
is a cutting from the Tree of Life in Heaven, the 
fruitfuhiess of which will he in proportion to its ex- 
ercise. Look around you ; review the past ; survey 
the mercies of a hlessed futurity ; and say have yotr 
not superahundant matter for praise ? Perhaps you 
wipe the gushing tear, and say * O, yes ! But I have 
heen miserably defective in thanksgiving.' What 
then? Praise the Lord now, mother! Now, new^ 
NOW, till you go to Heaven ! * Whoso oflfereth praise 
glorifieth me,' says Jehovah. Lord, if Thou art thus 
glorified, then will we glorify Thee ! 

' I will praise Thee, 
I will praise Thee, 
Where shall I Thy praise begin f 

May you praise Him for ever ! Amen. And so I 
believe it shall be, world without end !" 

The visit of the Rev. John Tackaberry, of America; 
to Ireland, in 1836, was looked forward to by the 
whole family circle with lively interest. The peii^kd 
of his sojourn was a season of high gratification and 
enjoyment to Mr. Fossey Tackaberry, who, at its ex- 
piration, makes these salutary reflections : '' What li 
dream John's visit, and the scenes of the past wtoe 
months, now appear to me ! Such will life itself be 
when it is past Dream though it was, it has vivi^^ 
called up before my mind the whole of my early life; 
that prospect which seemed so bright and beautiful 
in my days of boyhood. O ! with what gay colouring, 
what splendid drapery, youth and hope invest the 
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future of life ! So far as I have sought after and en- 
joyed religion, all my hopes have been realised. The 
world is painted and unreal, mankind an * imco squad/ 
and I myself have been the greatest fool of many. I 
take for granted Henry told you all about Liverpool, 
&c. This world is a chequered scene ; we meet and 
part, meet and part — soon to leave it O ! to be fully 
ready ! Happy in it ; ready to leave it ! This I hope 
to realise." 

At the Conference of 1837, Mr. T. was appointed 
to the Belfast circuit, — since then divided into two, 
North and South. A letter written to me in August, 
contains his description of the place, the work, his 
colleagues, and the other office-bearers. An extract 
is subjoined ; " We have here 67 classes, containing 
more than 900 members, and a great many out-posts. 
The circuit horse was sold in June, and my oak stick 
is all the substitute, likely, which I shall have while 
on the circuit. This gives us a great deal of wearing 
labour. We walk two weeks out of three ; one called 
the town, another the vicinity, and another the country 
week. This is my vicinity week ; and last evening I 
went more than three miles, preached to six people, 
and then had the comfort of walking home. I must 
not complain, for Mr. Eeilly and Mr. Grant do the 
same. We have a good, not a rich, society. Several 
of the leaders are right hearty men, and right hearty 
revivalists. On Sunday we had a field-meeting half 
a mile out of town. Sixteen himdred, I think, were 
present. Our people ardently hope for a revival, and 
the leaders are pushing us with both hands. You 
know the spirit of Mr. R., — cheerful, amiable, 
useful. And you have heard) if you do not know, of 
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good, zealous, dash-away Mr. G. Blessed spirits! 
At an humble distance ' 111 sing and follow too/Jf We 
have penitent meetings in the different houses, and 
I think we will have a hurst. Such a settledness I 
have not felt for some time. I am giving myself 
afresh to God and His work, and I believe I shall be 
brought nearer, much nearer, to Him. O ! if we get 
to Heaven at last ! Blessings brighten as they take 
their flight. I now think I love you and Mary Aime 
a great deal more than I was sensible of while with 
you." 

The next month he communicates additional par- 
ticulars to his brother Henry : " On li'hursday, Aug. 
81, and Sunday, Sept. 3, our new chapel was opened 
by the Kev. Messrs. Newton and Lessey. Mr. N.'s 
subjects were Psalm xxvi. 8, and Romans i. 16. At 
twelve, Mr. Newton was pretty but not great ; in the 
evening he was quite himself. Mr. Lessey was great 
noon and evening ; but he is not the same style of 
man or preacher as Mr. N. His sermons had more 
material but less beauty than Mr. N.'s. Everywhere 
I turn, I find oiu* people hope for a revival. This is 
encouraging ; for, when hoped for, it is always prayed 
for and expected. Indeed, we have the commence- 
ment of it already. Our superintendent has as little 
of the domino about him as any man I know. Our 
society is in a good state, and would have been in a 
better, but for the dissensions occasioned by the 
building of Frederick Street Chapel. 

" I need not tell you that the last two weeks, — Mrs. 

having been with us on a visit, — ^have not been 

the most studious. She is as amiable as ever. Till 
she came, I was rising at five o'clock — spending my 
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mornings in study, and redeeming time diligently, 
that is, diligently for me. To-day I am getting into my 
traek again. At present, I am reading^Campbell on 
the Gospels, and Watson's Sermons, which are beauti- 
ful and valuable. I also spend an hour every morn- 
ing comparing ten or twelve verses of the Pentateuch 
in Hebrew, Samaritan, Greek, Latin, and English. 
While this work is profitable, I do not let it occupy 
the time which should be given to other things. 
Pulpit preparation requires considerable attention ; 
the more so, since, in my opinion, the people here 
merit the character nmo which Mr. Wesley gave them 
sixty years ago — ^viz. : ' The Belfast congregation is 
fully as intelligent as the Dublin one, but with this 
difference, — they know that very well.* I am de- 
termined to speak plainly and leave the rest with 
God. The value of sends is impressed on my heart more 
amd more, as also the nearness qf eternity. I am striving 
hard to get nearer to God, and have some hours in 
secret which are worth worlds. My time may be short ; 
I should therefore be ready: and if it should be long, 
I shall have to give account, and therefore should 
watch and be usefiiL" 

Henry had recently entered upon the work of an 
itinerant preacher in Ireland, from which, after a few 
years, upon the sudden death of his father, he deemed 
it his duty to retire. Mr. T. therefore proceeds to 
counsel him : *' You are now fairly embarked in what 
I regard as the most important undertaking in which 
human being can be engaged. You have given your- 
self wholly to it, — an act which, if you live near to 
God, will never be a source of regret. In proportion 
to the depth of your piety, and the iadxiai^ ^^^S^ 
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your happiness, honour, usefulness. An idle preacher 
is a disgrace to his calling and to himself, whDe 
the hand of the diligent maketh rich. True, neither 
you nor I, no matter how holy and laborious, 
will ever take oin* stand in the front ministerial 
rank ; but we may among the useful in time and 
eternity. Much will depend on the habits you now 
form — on the outline which you now mark out Let 
not that outline be too much extended; neither engage 
in too many things, nor hastily in anything ; but once 
entered upon your course of well-considered duty, go 
forward steadily, doing a little every day, and it is 
surprising what will be eflfected in a few years. The 
venerable Wesley, for unwearied activity and useful- 
ness ; and the self-denying Baxter, for pathos, energy, 
and a determination to make the best of unfavourable 
circumstances, are glorious examples; and you can 
scarcely read human writings more valuable than 
theirs. It will be better for you to restrict yourself to 
a few choice authors, than to aim at reading many 
books. 

'' In reading be systematic and deliberate, making 
your own of what you read. Get a small portion of 
Scripure well committed to memory eveiy day. Keep 
close to the Word of God. Make one good sermon 
every fortnight ; resolve on this, and then keep to your 
determination. Pray, labour, expect to see souls con- 
verted. Never be satisfied otherwise. ! aim at this 
in every sermon. Be punctual. Go to your places 
in time. Never, on any account, be late. This, 
though a small matter, is of moment; observe it. 
Begin the service at the proper time ; and, in general. 
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do not preach long — at least be short on week-days. 
Beware how you talk about one family on the Circuit 
in another, or you may do irreparable mischief. And 
guard against egotism in speaking of home and family 
connexions. The less of controversy with Protestant 
Churches in your sermons and conversations the 
better. To whom does such preaching or conver- 
sation do good? Treat your superintendent with 
respect and attention when present, and speak of him 
respectfully when absent. In so doing you respect your- 
self. Never let an absent ministerial brother be the 
subject of contemptuous merriment. The people with 
whom you join in such merriment will despise you* 
for so doing, and laugh at yourself when absent. My 
dear Henry, I love you, I pray for you, and wish you 
to be everything that is wise and holy and useful. 
For this purpose let me farther advise you to form 
your public and private character by the teaching in 
Paul's Epistles to Timothy and Titus. Take care of 
your health, and may you live to be a blessing to 
thousands ! Once more : Are you hiunble ? If you 
be, continue so. Some young preachers greatly forget 
themselves. In a few years they become so inflated 
that you hardly know them to be the same men. Write 
the twelve rules of a helper in the blank leaves of 
yomf pocket Testament, and read them frequently. 
I ani striving to keep these rules for conscience 
sake.'* 

The character of the young preacher on the Belfast 
(sircuit hias been already noticed. He describes him 
subi^equently more fully as " a simple-minded, piu'e- 
hearted, lively, loving, happy spirit;" adding, ** he is 
inade^ very useful at the prayer-meetings. Mr. B. and I 
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help him all we can. So do our leaders. He ii 
setting us all on fire. Now and then a fine-eared 
lady or gentleman is offended hy his plain speaking ; 
but to most of the people his ministrations are verjr 
profitable." 

Devoutly purposed to make full proof of his 
ministry, and thus realize the largest possible amount 
of success, Mr. T. sought the attainment of this end 
by means which, with him, had never failed, — namely, 
vigorous and growing personal piety. The large 
population to which he had access ; the abtmdanceof 
Protestant material ; the spirit of zeal, tmify and co- 
operation manifested by the circuit officers; and a 
prevailing impression or presentiment that eternity 
was at hand, all operated upon him as a powerful 
stimulus to ''work** with increased energy ''while ii 
was called to-di^.** Hence this record under date 
December 23, 1887: " I thmk the last half-year the 
best I have had for a long time. I have gained more 
in close communion with Ood than for some years 
before. I feel at times as if Heaven is veiy near to 
me, and I am not without hope of being more devoted 
to the Lord than I have ever yet been« Have not I 
eause to be thankful?** 

He was "not without hope,** because it was matter 
of contrivance as well as of resolution,— as he writes 
the ensuing month : " I am purposing haw I may live 
more fully to Ood than I have done in all my life 
before. I do hope our circuit will look up in dne 
season.** The sincerity of his purpose and hopes he 
evinced by increased diligence in ** closet labour:*' 
" My seasons of richest blessings lately have been in 
private. Indeed, for some time past the Lord has 
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been unusually good to me in the closet. In the 
reading of His own Word, and of * Howe's Blessed- 
ness of the Bighteous,* I have been much profited. 
But in meditation and prayer my cup often flows 
over. I feel eternity to be inexpressibly near. I 
wish I had breathed my every breath for it these foiu*- 
and-twenty years. O ! that I may do so from this 
day forth and for ever ! Often have I felt applied, 
while sitting in this little study, surrounded with 
mercies, the words of Joshua: *Ye know in all your 
hearts and in all your souls, that not one good thing 
hath fiadled of all the good things which the Lord your 
God spake concerning you ; all are come to pass, and 
not one thing hath fedled thereof.* This my heart 
feels to its very centre. And then the prospect of 
being for ever with the Lord ! The very thought is 
overwhelming. And I feel it so near, so veiy near, 
that it seems but a moment until we are there." 

The centenary movement shared his approving 
sympathy and cordial co-operation : " You have heard 
of the noble centenary doings. I am glad of this for 
the sake of Methodism : it shall be told for a me- 
morial of her. And no doubt God is well pleased 
with these grateful offerings of His people ; but while 
frightful, abominable Popery is encouraged by the 
nation as it is, I cannot help fearing that judicial 
visitations will follow, though there be many more 
than flfby righteous men in our cities. O ! that Pro- 
testantism may awake and arise before it is too late !** 

Fever was rife at this time. He notices the 
tranquilly-triumphant end of two youthful members 
of his flock with melancholy pleasure : " Death is 
making great havoc around us. We buried Margaret 
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Porter yesterday, one of the finest girls in Bel£ast-*^ 
intellectual, accomplished, and pious. A few weeks 
back she was as likely to live as any person I ever 
saw. Her death was glorious. And this morning 
Sarah Owen is gone, a mild, gentle spirit, one who 
suffered much, yet said little, and who, after adorning 
the Gospel for nearly four years, fell asleep in Jesus, 
— silent as morning dews." 

On a Monday evening he preached Miss Porter's 
funeral sermon to more than a Sabbath congregation, 
on 1 Cor. XV. 6, 7. " Thanks be to God who giveth 
us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ." ** She 
was a very extraordinary young person," he observes, 
" had been religious in early youth, but left her first 
love, and for years had ceased to meet in class; 
was re-awakened last February ; and jfrom that time, 
until her death, lived quite on the verge of Heaven. 
Even in the depression inseparable from typhus fever, 
^he glorified God, and died very triumphantly." 

His devotional exercises in secret, became increas- 
ingly refreshing : '' Taking the last six weeks as a 
whole, they have been, by many degrees, the best I 
have spent in Belfast. I feel a power with God in 
the closet, an unusual sweetness and enjoyment in 
reading His Word, and a nearness to God and 
Heaven, at which I often wonder. Indeed my mind 
has often been in that state latterly, that only I am 
called on to live for others, I should long, — earnestly 
long, — to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. 
The Lord is very good — I could hardly tell you how 
good, to me : * He restoreth my soul ; He leadeth me 
in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake.* I 
feel as if I trod the very vei^e of eternity. O ! maj I 



be ready to enter it at a moment's warning !" Accord; 
ingly, his field of labour was soon visited with a 
gracious rain : " You wish to hear how the Belfast 
circuit is doing. We had our love-feast on Sunday, 
December 16. About 650 present. The best 
meeting I have yet seen in Belfast. My text was, 
* They that are with Him are called, and chosen, and 
faithful*" — (Rev. xvii. 14.) He had freedom in preach- 
ing, and at the love-feast, especially, there was 
distinct good done. 

Mr. T.'s views of the duties incumbent on a mi- 
nister's wife may be gathered from the following 
letter, addressed to Mrs. Huston, dated Patrick 
Street, Belfast, January 12, 1838: "It will take a 
great deal to cure me of living over the past again 
and again, — ^thus losing sight of the present. Many, 
many times have I thought these six months, * Well, 
I wish I had received more good from my dear Mary 
Anne the two years I lived at her door ; and, O ! I 
wish I had endeavoured, by my example, conversation, 
manner, to be more useful to her.' Then the thought 
comes : * Should any favourable wind blow us together 
again, how I will live !' That may — I hope will be ; 
aye, but it may never be on this side Heaven ! Then 
I will neither so feel about the past, or anticipate the 
futiure, as to forget present duty. Are you meeting a 
class ? Are you laying yourself out for God as you 
have often wished, hoped, aye and determined too ? 
What if you would take Mrs. Bogers for your ex- 
ample, until you find a better ? Bead her letters — 
read Mr. Wesley's letters. Up, woman ! live, breathe 
and act for God 1 You say, * I have an example in 
my mother.' Yes; but you are difTerently circum 



stanced. She had hindrances to zeal and effort which 
you have not. You have a larger field, and more 
powerful motives for usefulness than she had. Woris, 
therefore, while it is day. The night cometh. Yes ; 
determine, sick or well — strong or weak— cheerful 
or depressed — at home or abroad — live long or 
short — I will do what I can for my Divine Master. 
What a testimony borne by the Eedeemer to the 
woman in the Gospel : * She hath done what she 
COULD I' May this eulogy be yours !" 

He and his brother ministers met weekly for mutual 
improvement in sermonizing: "Mr. Reilly, Mr. 
Grant, and myself have commenced a practice which 
promises to be very advantageous to Mr: G. and me. 
A text of Scripture is selected every Saturday, on 
which we write our thoughts by that day week. We 
breakfast together at Mr. R.'s and here alternately, 
when each reads his sketch, on which the others make 
observations. Each one selects a text in turn. There 
are two reasons why Mr. R.'s skeletons are not criti- 
cised so freely as Mr. G.*s and mine. He is a better 
sermonizer, superintendent of the circuit, and chair- 
man of the district. His obse^^^ations are very 
valuable to us. I cannot say ours are to him. 
It is understood that such a passage be chosen as 
will lead to the consideration of some important doc- 
trine of the Gospel. Mr. R.*s observations on Heb. 
iv. 14-16 were very beautiful, especially on the time 
of need, and the sympathy of Christ. 

** On Col. i. 21 , 22, ' And you, that were sometimes 
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked worire, 
yet now hath He reconciled, in the body" of His flesh. 
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through death, ta present you holy and unblameable, 
and unreproveable in His sight* 

*' Ileilly*8 division : Eeconciliation — in its nature, 
eflBcacy, and end. 

" Tackaberry*s : We have here — ^First, the state in 
which the Gospel finds man ; secondly, the state to 
which it brings him ; and thirdly, the state to which it 
will eventually raise him. 

** Mr. Grant's I have mislaid. 

" On 1 Thess. v. 19, * Quench not the spirit.' 

" Eeilly's division : First, the doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit, as assumed by the apostle ; secondly, the brief 
but solemn admonition of the text; thirdly, some 
motives to urge that admonition. 

*' Tackaberry's : First, explain the language ;• 
secondly, enforce the exhortation of the text. 

** Grant's : First, the divinity and personality of the 
Holy Spirit ; secondly, His op^ations ; thirdly. His 
influences, which may be withdrawn; fourthly, in 
what manner He should be treated. 

** On Luke xxiv. 46, 47 — ' Thus it is written, and 
thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the 
dead the third day; and that repentance and re- 
mission of sins should be preached in His name 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.' 

" Reilly's division : First, the two principal facts by 
which the scheme of human redemption is effected ; 
secondly, tihe two leading doctrines by which it is ap- 
plied ; thirdly, the order in which it is promulgated. 

" Tackaberry's : In our text Christ directs the atten- 
tion of His apostles to— first, the important facts 
which they are to testify; secondly, the leading 
doctrines which they are to preach. 
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'' Grant's was ' a brief siimmary of Gospel history, 
Christian doctrine, and ministerial duty.* " 

Mr. Beilly and Mr. Tackaberrj preached at the 
opening of Wesley Place Chapel, of which Mr. T. 
says, ** It is extremely neat ; situated in a nice neigh- 
bourhood in the suburbs of the town ; will seat be- 
tween two and three hundred ; and there is room for 
a gallery when required. It was built by Wm. M*Con- 
nell, Esq., a member of oin* society here, at an ex- 
pense of £450 ; and he has settled it on the Conference 
plan, without costing the connexion a penny, and 
without compromising a single principle of Metho- 
dism. There is to be no collection at the opening; 
and a few other matters which Mr. M'Connell wishes 
will, of course, be attended to." 

So amiable was the spirit, so engaging the man- 
ners of the Eev. Charles Mayne, that Mr. T.'s 
testimony will obtain ready credence from all who 
knew him: "We have just heard that Mr. Mayne 
was buried on Wednesday last. Lord, what is life ! 

I have heard himself evil spoken of; but never 

did I hear a human being speak unkindly of Charles 
Mayne." 

The duties of the circuit had now become so nume- 
rous and urgent, with the prospect that they would 
soon be more so, that Mr. T. writes : " The leaders 
and stewards waited on Mr. R. the other day, in a body, 
to beg of him that neither he nor I should be out of 
Belfast on a Sabbath, except the occasion were a very 
special one. I do not like this, but must submit. 
Since then I had to say nay to three applications, one 
of them from my old friends in Ballinamore. This I 
regretted ; but all is well." The next paragraph 
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shows the necessity of giving his whole time and 
attention to his own circuit: "I have set my heart 
on getting two small chapels huilt before I leave — in 
two very neglected outlets of this populous town. 
They will cost but £200 each; nevertheless, if I 
engage in them they will give me some trouble. The 
two new ones, opened since we came here, are well 
attended, and will, I hope, be better attended by and 

His description of the state of the circuit, at the 
close of his second year, is reviving : " Our centenary 
meeting, love-feast, and quarterly leaders' meeting, 
held within a short period, have all left very pleasing 
recollections. The first exceeded our expectations, 
the second was good, and the third gave us an agreeable 
surprise. The income is better than at any fonner 
time ; and hence the stewards have paid off £45 of 
their circuit debt The classes are increasing in 
number and steadiness, and the tone of our leaders' 
meeting is much improved. Mr. E. and I were 
unanimously invited by the quarterly meeting to remain 
a third year, and soon after doing so they added the 
name of Mr. G., so that the whole three are cordially 
asked to continue with them. How the Conference 
may dispose of this is another matter. We have now 
a better prospect than at any period since our appoin^ 
ment. Several in the prayer-meetings and classes 
have been converted lately, and the number is daily 
increasing. I should not wonder if we are near great 
good. I was in last Sunday night's meeting up to 
eleven o'clock, and even then the people showed some 
reluctance to leave. We sometimes permit persons 
who receive good to declare what God has done for 
their souls. We did so last Sunday night, and it 
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had a melting and subduing effect upon the congre- 
gation. Strange to say, we have seldom any noise in 
those meetings ; and yet the people tremble as if 
their very heart was shaken, and sometimes they fidL 
This iB the best field for Methodism in Ireland. In 
a few years it will very much take the lead of Dublin, 
bo til iu members and influence." Yet eren this be 
regarded as requiring a proviso : '* Party feeling, 
soTiK'what subsiding, I hope will subside, and if it 
doca. w<* will see good days in Belfiast.** 

Ho gives a vivid account of a visit be made to the 
Giiuit's Causeway, in 1830 : ** Went to visit that ex- ^ 
traordinary natural curiosity, the Giant*s Causeway. 
Extraordinary it is, indeed. Nothing I had read 
or heard, or seen, conveyed any idea of it m it 
is to my mind. The surface or ground plan is 
irion,' like a honey-comb than an3rthing else to which 
1 can compare it; but, instead of being empty, 
nMtry cell is a stone of twelve or fifteen inches in 
diameter, so closely joined that you could not in- 
sert the blade of a knife between them ; and yet in 
no wise fastened the one to the other. No person 
knows how deep these columns go down in the earth ; 
but, in several places, they are twenty feet high, 
Wlien r examined, I found a joint at about every 
fourteen inches of the columns ; every joint resting 
in the other by a convex into a concave, or by a con- 
cave upon a convex. Like all the other works of 
nature, I found it was a splendid piece of regular 
irregularity. All these basaltic columns bear a strik- 
mg resemblance to each other, and yet I saw no two 
exactly alike, which, I imagine, is the case through the 
whole (Causeway. Some had four, five, six, seven and 
eight sides, and yet no two were the same. I saw but 
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one perfect four-sided one, and that was the square 
called the Ehomboid. For seven miles into the 
country, wherever they open quarries, the same soet 
of pillars are found ! Some say they were caused by 
volcanic agency. I do not think so. I believe, if not 
a primary creation, which I doubt, they owe their 
present form to crystalization on a great scale. 

" From this we went to Dunluce Castle, once the 
seat of boisterous revelry, but now in ruins ; and 
afterwards we visited— where think you ? The house 
in which Adam Clarke was reared. It is very much 

like ; all the farm houses in that country are 

long and low. We saw the walls of the church in 
which he worshipped before he knew Methodism, and 
in which he first received the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper ; the field at the back of his father's house in 
whi?ch he found peace with God ; the part of the sea 
near his father's where he believed he was drowned, 
but miraculously saved again ; the house in Port- 
stuart which he purchased the year before his death, 
when he could not get his favourite meadow to build 
on ; also, the sun-dial in Mr. Cromie's garden, which 
the Doctor had engraved and pres'ented to that gen- 
tleman. I copied three inscriptions from the dial, 
but had not time to copy two others. They are quite 
like the Doctor : 

' I . Go about your business. 

* *2. We are time's subjects, and time bids us begone. 
' 3. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 

above, and cometh down from the Father of lights. — 
(James i. 17.) 

* To John Cromie, Esq., of Portstuart. May his 
shadow be extended for ever. 

Adam Clabkb, LL.D., 1830.' 
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*' At dinner, I had a long conversation with Mr. J. 
Oalt, one of Dr. Clarke's school-fellows ; and while 
he talked, I wrote on my knee in short hand. Dr. 
G. told him that, one evening after school, Mr. Mark 
0*Neil said : ' Adam, there is a Methodist preacher 

to preach this evening at . Will you come and 

hear him ?' * What is a Methodist preacher T * I 
do not know.' * What is he like T • I do not know, 
hilt I will go and hear him.' * So will I.' * Upon 
entering the house,' said the Dr., * I was veiy much 
struck ; a tall man, with lank hair, was standing be* 
hind a chair, with a book in his hand. He gave out 
and sung a hymn, which seemed very pretty to me, 
for I had never heard one before. He then prayed, 
but I thought all his prayer was at me. Then he 
read a portion of the Bible which he called his text, 
and I liked his sermon, but I thought he preached it 
all at me. When done, he came over, laid his hand 
on my head, and said, ' for what purpose do you come 
here ?' * I do not know.' At the end of a fortnight 
he preached again. I was there. Again he laid his 
hand on my head, and asked me why I came? I 
said, ' Because I like what you say.' * This,' said the 
Dr., 'was the beginning of my going to preaching.' 
Mr. M. O'N., his school-fellow who took him, never 
went again. I felt much interested in eveiy thing re- 
lating to the good old Doctor." 

Among other means which Mr. T. employed to 
promote the revival of religion on his circuit was out- 
door preaching: *' I was on the street," he writes, in 
July, 1830, "at five o'clock the last two Sabbathsi be- 
sides attending to my other work ; we had a large 
assembly, an attentive hearing each time, and a 
blessed prayer-meeting last Sunday night Several 
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stood up and testified of God*s pardoning love." 
Three sermons— o«^ of them out of door% — and a pro- 
tracted prayer-meeting, exhibit him truly as the 
EARNEST MINISTER, Supremely intent on saving souls 
from death. And he had his reward in the joyous 
testimonies which crowned the day. 

The loye-feastin December following gave indication 
that he should soon seethe Divine power and glory dis- 
played : '' It would have cheered your heart for weeks to 
come," he informs his mother, '* had you been present 
at our love-feast last Sunday. The friends here say it 
was the largest ever held in Belfast. Our principal 
chapel was as full below and above stairs as the people 
could sit, and there was a propriety, richness, imction 
about the speaking, seldom equalled in my experience 
of such meetings. I should not wonder if we have a 
greal^ work this winter yet. O, mother I It is very 
easy to be good in this place. I often think, if we live 
to leave it, we shall feel ashamed that we did not make 
more progress while in it — so many helps, so few 
hindrances. It is the best Methodist soil in the 
kingdom." 

About this time Belfast was visited with fever of a 
most malignant kind. Many were its victims ; among 
others, good James Kilpatrick, whose mind, in the 
prospect of death, was in a most joyous state. '* Sel- 
dom," says Mr. T., '*have I been more gratified. 
Happy, happy, very happy ! glory to God I You are 
not to suppose." he adds^ to quiet a parent's fears, 
** that because I am frequently at fever beds, and in 
the hospital, I am in much danger. In the first 
place, I do not believe any ordinary fever will be 
taken at eight feet distance, from the sick person's 



tnontii ; fuid T avoid going very nmr, Tn ttu$ n^emd, 
liutN} who wrti not afraid aro in littk dangor of taking 
it, frv^m whttrft ihn hrftaih ih inhalo/1 ; but I am now no 
rnor^ afraid in tho ho^/ital than in my own fmrlour— 
Kii/;ti in ttir; powor of habit — an/1 my vmin nre alwajf 
Mhort, too/* lii rtftAiuif iitiH f>aragra{>h, ntmut will 
r<!cijr t^> tb« fiuJt that Mr T, dio<l of fever, cattjg^t, in 
th/5 ov/frflowing of hin charity, l;y th« nmi-oymarviause 
nf hi<t own x>n]d/?ntial rub;M, 

Th'i grndoiiH mfinmm wmv^i and (txpactffd in tm- 
wavf^ring faith now ronto/l in a r/.tnarkabli) rU^e# on 
th'? i*jmi^(tf(fiiUftL ** Tho prmor of th« Jjttrd waa pf»' 
)w?rjt to hoal tliom :" *' N«vor,*Hinc« wo cam#$ to dui 
t/mn, worf$ matt4Ei;ra in a« gorxl a fttat^^ aM th#s pnewmt. 
Our fff^^eial pray^i'-moetingN (h/$ld on TniMday even- 
mffH) ntit moHi nlononn nnfmonn. I havo im\Aom tfeen 
anything lik/5 thorn, 'iliat on Tmimhiy, UHihJmxuujf 
wim on<? of tho moMt ballow/5/1 and liallowing I bave 
kni>wij. Hovoral obtained ftirgivonoMM arid tho h^art^ 
ronowing lovo ; but tijo di^tingirmhing foataro ot tlM 
mo/;ting wan, all [iroH/mt woro Ixm/'xl in spirit bebn 
tiui M'^t High, all mi4*jn(u] to rocoivo good. 1 would 
not tnmt my own tttntnmmy in a matti^ of thia kisid, 
«K 1 havo not kmmn Uolfk^t long ; Init our oldait 
hm/loTH fiay thoy liavo aoon nothing liko that evaniiig. 
Our Uitulam aro vary hhmm*A tntm of Owl. Of aome 
iff thorn it may bo aaid, aa of Stojihon, thoy are ' full 
of faitli and of tho Holy Ohofit/ I oxpoet we wee 
ab<mt tr; havo a ^.till mtfro gloriouf^ work horo. Of 
tliat I c^mld witrtofffli a tlioiiaand houIm convortod iff 
(i<H\ ! Sji)rd 1 /^ilargo our lioartH, and lot our eye$ 
tun^ it! mus it MOon r DonirouM to noft a thonnand, he 
dooa not fail to rojoieo mer one wlio had *' found par' 
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don, after seeking it for seven years." This case he 
mentions, Fehruary 24, 1840. The work going for- 
ward was wonderful to the ministers themselves. 

Mr. T. was now in lahoiu's more ahimdant, — on one 
Sahhath more ahundant than justifiahle, if the excess 
could have been avoided : ** I preached a funeral ser- 
mon," he says, ** on last Sunday at foin: o'clock ; 
preached on the street at half-past ^ve ; and in our 
largest chapel at seven — besides the moimng service; 
but I was not the better of it for three days !" 

The faithful and untiring labours of himself and 
his colleagues resulted in a glorious harvest, — another 
example demonstrating ih&t fruit in such case is ever 
in proportion to the painstaking culture bestowed, — 
that this at least is the general rule. 

"We have really wonderful Methodistic times," 
continues his epistolary narrative, ** in this town at 
present. Yesterday we held oin: March love-feast. 
I have seen nothing in my life which I thought 
equalled it in richness, and I do not expect to see 
anything better this side Heaven ! There were about 
850 in the meeting. More than half of those who 
spoke testified to the all-cleansing power of the blood 
4>f Christ. All who spoke, spoke well. There was such 
a mixtin:e of soundness, propriety, coolness— of praise, 
love, joy, with solemnity, reverence, and awe ! The 
feeUng produced was quite overpowering. At three 
the meeting was adjourned until after the evening 
sermon. The influence did not equal that of the 
morning, yet it was a glorious night too ! We hear of 
some made happy in the classes and in families ; and 
we see some in the meetings every week. All this is 
without any confusion— I might say without any noise. 
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On the evening of Sunday, March 1, I saw several 
weep till you would imagine they should ciy aloud or 
fall down, but they restrained themselves. Some of 
these very persons, at that same meeting, were made 
as happy as human nature could well bear, and yet 
there was no irreverent joy. 

** I have not kept any account of the numbers saved 
the last three months, but they must be very consi- 
derable — ^perhaps I would not be above the truth if I 
said there were hundreds. The tide of holy excitement 
continues to flow, and we — ^preachers and leaders — 
seem determined not to expect an ebb. We hold a 
special prayer-meeting every Sabbath evening after 
preaching; and another on Tuesday evening, at 
eight o'clock, to suit the hundreds who are employed 
m the flax and cotton mills. The school seats 850, 
and it will not much longer contain us, if the mee^ 
ings continue to increase. After three or four persons 
have prayed, we invite all who are seeking pardon of 
sin or perfect love to come to what we call the peni- 
tents' benches, or to the communion rails and front 
pews, if in the chapel. Numbers, varying from 20 to 
70, usually accept the invitation ; and I remember no 
evening, for many weeks, in which from 3 to 20 did 
not profess to have received the good they came to 
seek. There is always one preacher present from 
the commencement to the close — ^namely, the one 
whose time it is to be in town. The country and 
vicinity man is in, say at or before nine o'clock. The 
meetings are always dismissed at ten o'clock, that 
any who please may withdraw, resumed again with 
those who remain, and continued to half-past ten or 
eleven. This is what I disapprove of most. These 
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meetmgs, I need hardly say, occasion exhausting 
labour, but they gloriously increase our joy in the 
Lord. Two or three young men, I expect, will be 
candidates for our ministry next Conference from this 
circuit. The one who went out last year is doing 
very well. I doubt if there be such leaders as those 
we have here in any circuit in Ireland or England. 
May God bless them ! Where my lot may be cast 
next year, if I live, I cannot tell ; nor am I anxious 
about it." 

His whole effort seemed directed, — ^how simple, how 
sublime the object, — ^to the promotion of holy living 
as a preparation for happy dying ! His last communi- 
cation, at the close of his three years' appointment,— 
melancholy in one view,— is yet a precious' record of 
safe, though sudden, death. He had just returned 
from Conference: *'Last evening I reached home; 
all my family well; but the sudden death of Mrs. 
Alexander Murphy, one of the best women in Belfast, 
and a member of my class, leaving a husband and 
eight children, has thrown a gloom over the whole 
society. She was a saint of the Most High.** 

The fact which he notices briefly, immediately on 
his arrival in his new circuit, explains the estimate in 
which he was held by those whom he had left: 
''There were hiaidreds on the quay at Belfast to say 
and look farewell. I felt much — ^they care a kind 
people.** 



CHAP. vin. 

1840>184S. — CORK, DEBBY. 

Mb. Tackabebbt's next appointment was to a city of 
no mean note in Methodism — a city where the 
Wesleys and their helpers preached the Gospel at the 
first "with much contention." Seldom have the 
Methodists been subjected to such brutal, malicious, 
and protracted persecution as in Cork. Officers of 
justice and rampant mobs combined together to expel 
from the city this sect everywhere spoken against. 
Depositions, accusing the principal rioters of various 
acts of outrage, were laid before the Grand Jury, 
who threw them aU out, and at the same time made 
that memorable presentment, "worthy to be pre- 
served,** says Mr. Wesley, ** in the annals of Ireland, 
to all succeeding generations.*' It ran thus: '*We 
find and present Charles Wesley to be a person of 
ill-fame, a vagabond, and a common disturber of his 
Majesty's peace, and we pray he may be transported.** 
Eight other preachers and expounders of God's Word 
were similarly presented. Ultimately British justice 
triumphed, and persecution ceased. Meanwhile, the 
more the Methodists were oppressed, like the Israel- 
ites in Egypt, the more they multiplied and grew. 
'* Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, 
neither is there any divination against Israel : accord- 
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ing to this time it shall he said of Jacoh and of Israel, 
what hath God wrought?" 

Methodism in Cork has heen subject to fluctuation 
from the first ; from being frowned on and execrated, 
and its ministers and people treated with all manner 
of indignity, it rose high in public esteem during the 
lifetime of Mr. Wesley himself. — Friday, Jime 21, 
1765, he observes: " About five I began in George's 
Street at Cork, the opposite comer of the town from 
the new room. Many of the chief of the city were 
of the audience, clergy as well as laity. What a 
change ! Formerly we could not walk through this 
street but at the peril of our lives."* Again, nearly 
twenty-two years after, he says : " At six in the even- 
ing the preaching-house would ill contain the con- 
gregation ; and many of the rich and honourable were 
among them ! Who hath warned these to flee from 
the wrath to come ?"f He notices the declension of 
religion in the Cork society, and traces it partly to 
the influence of worldly favour, and partly to internal 
division and strife : " I took an accoimt of the society, 
and was grieved, though not surprised, to find such a 
declension. I left 290 members ; I find only 233. 

* * Our evening congregations this week were 
smaller than usual, as the gentry were engaged in a 
more important affair. A company of players were in 
town. However, many of them came on Friday, for a 
watch-night was newer to them than a comedy. "| 

Again : *' I returned to Cork, and met the classes. 
After all the pempotis accoimts I had of the vast in- 
crease of the society, it is not increased at all. Nay, 

♦ Works, vol. in., p. 226. + Ibid, vol. IV., p. 372. 
X Ibid, vol. in., p. 13. 
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it is a litde emaller thea it ivas tbfee years ago. 
Many of the members are alive toO^, biit Aessmilmg 
world hangs hemy vpon them,'"* 

The declension had its intend causes as well: 
*'Two years ago I left above 300 in the sociedy; I 
find 187. What has occasioned so considerable a 
reduotioQ ? I believe the real cause is this : saisim- 
derstandings crept in between the leaders, uid between 
some of them and the preachers. And these increased 
seven-fold, when one of the leaders was expelled tluB 
society; some believing him faulty, some not: and 
neither side having patience with the other. Hence, 
a flame of anger succeeded the flame of love, and 
many ware destroyed by it. At the same time some 
of our brethren learned a new opinion, and warmly 
propagated it. This heat was almost as destructive 
as the former; and the effect of both was, the Spirt of 
God was grieved, His blessing was withheld, and, of 
course, the flock was scattered. When they are con- 
vinced of their sin, and humbled before Him, then, and 
not before, He will return, "t 

The following w^e the measures employed by Mr. 
Wesley as a remedy for the state of things ccmi^laioed 
of : " Between two 9»d three years ago, when the 
society wa3 as low as it is now, Thomas Taykxr and 
William Pennington came to Cork. They w(^rt 
zealous men, and sound preachers; full of activity* 
and strict in discipline, without respect of possona. 
Th^ set up meetings for prayer in several placesi> and 
preached abroad at both ends of the city. Hearers 
swiftly increased ; tlie society increased ; so did the 
number both of the convinced and the converted. 
• Works, vol. IV,, p. 121. f Ibjicl, vol. III., p. 280. 
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More and more were stirred up, and there was a 
greater awakening here than in any part of the king- 
dom."* From a subsequent record, the labours of 
one of these preachers seem to have been remarkably 
owned of God : " May 1, 1 examined the society, and 
fbund it in such order, so increased both in number 
and grace, as I apprehend it had not been before, 
since the time of William Pennington."t 

The style of preaching he considered necessary to 
this end was — not that which gratifies a morbid taste 
for intellectual refinements, which aims to please 
" itching ears that turn away" from plain, scriptural, 
saving " truth" — ^but which seeks to convince, alarm, 
persuade, — and thus save souls from death. This 
style he inculcated of set purpose in Cork, by his own 
example: ** Simday, 28th, retiumed to Cork. The 
rain drove us into the house, which was once more 
thoroughly filled. I scarce ever spoke so plain as I did 
Mb and the two following days, Friday, God was with 
us during the application of those awftil words, * Where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.' "J 

In this city Mr. Tackaberry, having the Kev. James 
B. Gillman for his superintendent, commenced his 
labours under favourable auspices. ** Our Sunday 
congregations," he writes, " are noble. The last foiur 
or five weeks they have averaged 700 to 800. Most 
persons who do not reckon," — as he was in the habit 
of doing, — " would call them ten or twelve hundred. 
I held a prayer-meeting the last two Sunday nights. 
About thirty or forty came forward as penitents, and 
some professed to receive peace with God each time." 

* Works, voL HX p. 280. + Ibid, vol. IV., p. 43. 
J Ibid, yoL in., p. 364. 
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m b^md. » ^g fagt of tfcae Sajfiarfc 
mtetsof^ belli b?^ Mr. T. aai lEr. GiQBaL ^ Tbr 
iemiasJ^ he ffflBtnmps. ^ are la. ^ood tmar , aaii ^ope 
for a lefifBl b^ sad by. Mid I ksfe so toou Oiv 
sofcietrbae is not bslf so kir^^ ss Id 'B^Uatt, but 
time are sevefsl fine old flrr'^i B ng in iL IiiTisii- 
mq die aodecj lor taAe%& leceotiT. I bate met some 
noble mnmtnr espeaaUr in die eiaas^ cf Mr. Ji 
Field, wbo is a ^eij nncominon man. WiduJ, 
faare no saeh material here as in mj 
Wfetehed Poperr aboonds ererridiere, and, eonse- 
qnendj, die wickedness of die peof4e is awinL Ton 
wofild think the Deril himself was in them. Corung, 
tvawiing. fighting on ereiy hand ! And anything to 
equal the lower ordeis for 1 jing and cheating I never 
met before, and, indeed, had no notion of until now. 
Amongst the Protestants, hi^ Chnrch is Terj pref»- 
lent, and oar own society is pretty well leavened widt 
sodi predilections. However, these things, it is likdy, 
appear to me in a stronger light, being jnst fresh 
from Belfast" 

In September, he thus describes his impressions 
as to persons and things : ** Mr. Gillman, so for as I 
can judge, is a very superior man — aimable, unosten- 
tatious. His principle appears to be of the very 
hig^iest order. His piety is much deeper than I had 
previously supposed, and, even were it otherwise, he 
could do nothing low or mean. As a preacher, I be- 
lieve we have not his equal in the Irish Gonferenee. 
We have a very un-eveiy-day character among us in 
Mr. James Field, aged seventy-two, bom in the North 
of Ireland, who ^ent his early days in the army, and 
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has resided in this city the last thirty-seven years. 
He has charge of four classes, containing 100 mem^ 
hers, under his care ; and, although now very in^rm 
on his feet, he looks well c^ter them. He is a man 
of strong sense, has read a good deal, has enjoyed 
the blessing of perfect love with little intermission 
for thirty-five years, speaks of it on all occasions, 
drives faith to the very edge of solifidianism, piety to 
the verge of antinomianism, yet never crosses the 
line. He has been made very useful in Cork. He 
delights in revival meetings, but is not now able to. 
render any assistance at them. He wields a power- 
ful influence deservedly here; All respect him, and 
all who are good love him. His wife and sons, — ^fine 
young men, — were brought to enjoy religion before they 
went hence. I do not know that he has anything 
besides his pension, £18 or £iiO a year, to live upon. 
His sister keeps house for him. Everything about 
him is a pattern of neatness. He is always cheerful 
and happy. He is indeed a very extraordinary man. 
There are some women in his classes superior to 
most I have met in Ireland : they are fit to speak be- 
fore kings. My Eliza is mightily attached to him. 
His conversation did her good in Bandon when he 
came over, at my request, to assist us in the revival 
there." 

To a brother minister he writes : " I hope to be 
four acqnamtance, your friend, for ever ! I am glad 
you are reading Baxter's Memoirs — ^he will do you 
good. I read the old folio (1696) edition m 1838. I 
think that volume the best histoiy of those times 
which we have. I greatly prefer it to Himie or even 
Bapin, as far as it goes. I am now reading the first 
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volume of his Christian Directory. It is good after 
its kind. Baxter was the man of perseverance. I 
wonder at him. He was a genius and a fag !'* 

Pulpit duties he regarded as the great business of 
a minister. Therefore, he adds : '* I am glad you 
work hard at sermonizing. I have not made one new 
sermon since I came to Cork. However, Col. i. 21, 
22, has gotten the first heat, is on the anvil, and I 
hope will shape by and by. This is a begmning. 
Preaching is our proper work, and we, — I at least,— 
ought to work harder at it than we do." 

Then he informs his friend : " Every Sabbath 
evening I am in the city, I hold a prayer-meeting 
after preaching, and a special one every Friday even- 
ing. We have no stir, but are living in hope. My 
own soul is in good tone. Many times in a month I 
say to wife * we ought to be — nay, but we are — the 
happiest couple in Cork. Withal I have much of 
the feeling, life is going, and Utile is doing. Lord help 
me to walk in the path I see before me ! I rise no- 
minally at five, always before six. Bead part of a 
chapter in Hebrew and also in Greek, and after that 
Paley and Baxter. I have made out a visiting plan, 
and I am determined to see every member of the 
Cork society four times a year at their houses, talk 
closely and pray with all whose engagements will per- 
mit me to do so. I go to Bandon to-day. I have 
had many invitations there since I came, but hare 
not gone yet." 

On his birth-day, October 22, 1840,— his heart 
overflowing with grateful and tender emotions, — ^he 
writes to his mother, enumerating mercies, and mak- 
ing suitable reflections and resolves: '*I generally 



249 

take aai hour, on ihe animal return of this day, to re- 
view tbe mercies of God to me, imd to enquire what 
have I rendered to Him for his benefits? 

^* 1. The personal mercies of forty-four years are 
not easily recounted. When I look at myself this 
day, I bttve better health than I reckoned on formerly ; 
and, having food and raiment, am able to keep oixt of 
debt. I might add &e, to the end of a long line. 

**Si, fiamily mercies are neither few nor small. A 
wife who is truly a help and no hindrance to me— as 
wives go, really a good one— spared to me, and in 
better health than I have often seen her. Our five 
children spared, and in good health. Praise the 
Lord ! We have much, veiy much happiness at home. 
Under this head I rejoice to include tbe union sub- 
sisting between all the branches of our family. 
Thanks to God, we nev^, in all our lives, had any- 
tiling like a disruption or breach ; and I believe we 
love ead^ other more as we advance in life. I feel 
{Measure in telling my children of their grand-parents, 
uncles, aunts, cousins, &c., «md I know my family 
oensnexions eherish the same feeling towards me and 
mine. Now, my dearest mother, if the happiness of 
life eonsists in lomig and being loved^ Is not much 
of it enjoyed amoiag us ? 

^ d. The church mercies of my life are and have 
been many. Early enlightened, awakened, converted, 
and brought acquunted with the Methodist people, my 
wi^ to religious enjoyment and usefulness was 
opened. For the latter half of my life I have been 
Idessed w$tb the acquaintance of not a few whom I 
might call Christian friends. At some periods of 
these years I enjoyed nnieh spiritual happiness, and 
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Heaven intended I should always do so. This day I 
am compassed with mercies. Hmidreds of religious 
and useful books around me in the room where I now 
sit. Beading my business; preaching my business; 
Christian duties my business, week-day and Sabbath— 
so that I may, with propriety, say religion is my trade. 
What mercies these ! Many sincere souls can scarce 
£nd an hour for reading, or even for prayer, in the 
four and twenty ; but I am paid and supported to 
read, pray, preach, and be useful. Many pious per- 
sons are overwhelmed with the world from week to 
week and from year^to year;^but I have food and rai- 
ment provided for me that I may sit loose to worldly 
cares, and be at liberty to attend solely to the services 
of the sanctuary ; to attend to them without distrac- 
tion of mind. 

** These are a few of the subjects which furnish 
material for reflection, and they are but a few out of 
the many which a review of forty-four years supplies. 
Another business of this day is to enquire into the 
return I have made to God for all his mercies. 

** As a general rule, I believe it is a good one that 
the less we say of either good or bad self the better. If 
I stated to my dear mother how I think and feel on this 
subject, she would hardly believe me. But the heart 
knoweth its own bitterness, and a stranger intermed- 
dleth not with its joy. This matter then is between 
God and my own soul. But this much I can say, 
with great sincerity and with great earnestness too, 
O ! that the residue of my days may be more devoted 
to God than the former have been ! They may — they 
ought — 1 hope they will." 

In a letter to his brother, October 13, he says : 
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" Things go on in this city with great uniformity. I 
spent Sunday, 27th, in Bandon, and saw much heart 
amongst them. Many were reaUy glad to see me. 
Spent Sunday, October 4, at Passage. Congregations 
sixty and fifty-seven — a small, nice, cold congregation. 
We must get poor amongst us there before we do 
much good." 

Then he contrasts Cork and Belfast, assigning 
what, in his judgment, were the reasons of the differ- 
ence between them : " I could not imagine two towns 
in the same small islan'd more dissimilar than this 
city and Belfast. To this various causes may have 
contributed — ^two in particular : the one is Protestant, 
the other Popish ; the one is comparatively a young 
town, and is distinguished by the vigour of mind, 
energy of character, and plodding industry of its in- 
habitants ; the other is an ancient city, surrounded by 
an impoverished aristocracy, many of whom inherit 
little besides the long, ancestral family roll, stoutly sup- 
ported by a goodly proportion of hereditary pride and 
stateliness. Such cannot dig, and to beg, sometimes, 
they are ashamed ; and thus we go on. No cotton- 
mills, no flax-mills, no manufactories of any sort; 
the poor unemployed, the gentry proud, idle, impo- 
verished, and the women and boys as wicked as 
demons ; whilst among the lower orders every one 
is on the catch to cheat and deceive his neighbour \ 
ready to tell fifty lies, — swearing at the same time to 
confirm them, — ^if but one farthing may be gained." 

Mr. T.'s step-father died very suddenly, almost instan- 
taneously, in 1840. The testimony he bears to his 
character is honourable to them both, and at the same 
time suggestive of the mutual duties of persons stand- 
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in those relations : " The; stroke is Tiery tmezpacted. 
It seems more like a dream than a reality. All my 
dear, dear father's kindly affection to me for five^and^ 
thirty years rise up before my mind, — affection mxm 
marked eveiy year for the last twenty. He has some- 
times thrown his arms around me when I have been- 
at home, or when about to leave, after my annual 
visit, and said, ' I love you as well as any child I have.* 
I loved father much, but did not know how much 
until now. A strong tie to life is broken. And then 
he was a man for whom I never thought of sudden 
death — no, never. 

*' There has been a great change in father's temper 
and manner for several years past, but I perceived it 
more, clearly than ever the last few times I saw hinu 
There was something so mild, subdued, affectionate 
about him latterly, that I was struck with the change. 
He was becoming more like the inhabitants of that 
world to which he has removed. The suddenness of 
his end gives me no uneasiness, except the loss to his 
family, and our sorrow at that loss ; but so far as ha 
himself is concerned, all is well, well,, well, and will 
be for ever. Glory be to God for this consolation 
under such great bereavement! No, no, my dear 
father would be no society for damned souls. Where 
tiiat Saviour is whom he loved and served for mora 
than five-and-twenty years, there will Whjjam: John* 
8T0N be for ever I" 

When the Apostie prayed for the Philippian Church* 
that their love might abound yet more and more in 
knowledge and in all judgment, — in all spiritual sense, 
or feeling, — ^he evidentiy regarded a plenitude of holy 
eiqoyment as necessary, equally with growth, in know^ 
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.ledge, as a qualification for useMness; and tlkem- 
•fore he adds, " being filled with the^Vrnts of righteo^- 
ness, which are by Jesus Christ to the glofy and 
praise of God." Nehemiah also considered personal 
happiness, which is Divine in its source, identical 
with poioer to do 0ood, when he said, " The joy of the 
Lord is your strength." This consideration had its 
influence on Mr. T. through life. He deemed it his 
duty to rejoice evermore, not on his own account 
•merely, but that he might be fully fitted to serve his 
generation by the will of God; thus testifying, by his 
own practice, that in the attainment of privilege no 
right-minded Christian ** liveth to himself." The intel- 
ligence he communicates, December 16,1840, confirms 
this view : " I do not know that you would see any 
ehange in me the last few weeks were you living with 
me, but I received such a baptism of the Holy Spirit 
a short time since as ought to make a change visible 
to all. O ! I wonder what we are about, and most of 
all, I wonder at myself! If we ell lived in the fiiil 
exijoyment of perfect love, what an impression would 
be made on our congregations and on the world! 
After all I have little confidence in myself. Many a 
gracious visitation have I been the subject of these 
five-and-twenty years, and what am I to-day ? WdU, 
gloiy to God, I am His ! We had a good day ofi 
Sunday. Seven professed to get good at the evening 
prayer-meeting. Mr. Gillman is all alive. He really 
surprised me on that occasion." 

It has been already seen that Mr. T.*s sense of 
Divine benefits was deep and overpowering. He wafi 
also remarkable for an ardent and tena(»ous remem* 
brance of acts of kindness shown him by GhxistiiVi 

z 
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friends. Hence he never £uled, as opportnnhy serred, 
to acknowledge, with gratitude, which some might re- 
gard as enthusiastic, his obligations to the Bey. Bobert 
tfanks, through whose recommendation of him to the 
Conference he enjoyed the distinguished honour and 
happiness of a place in the Wesleyan ministiy. Ac- 
cordingly, on his return to Cork, after having paid us 
a visit in Kilkenny, in Jan. 1841, he writes: *' Permit 
me to thank you for your attention to me while at 
Kilkenny; especially for taking me to Athy, and re- 
joicing in my joy while there. I am indeed sensible 
of your kindness on that occasion. I have seldom 
in my life felt higher gratification than I did those 
days. Good Mr. Banks made me young again, and 
assuredly he became young again himself! He is 
truly an estimable man. Happy himself, and making 
all around him happy !" 

Perhaps, however, no feature in Mr. T.'s character 
-was more amiable or worthy of imitation than his 
filial affection — affection which the cares of his fiunily 
or of the church never cooled or interrupted. He 
was the tenderly-devoted, sympathizing son, even unto 
death ! The views, therefore, which he expressed as 
to the claims of parents, especially mothers, to such 
affection from their children, were impressively ex- 
emplified in his own practice : " How glad I am to 
hear your cold is better, aye, that my dear mother is 
toeU. Long may you be well ! I am much indebted 
for the unknown and unceasing trouble you hove had 
with my John. I know my little mother so well, that 
I am sure, if he recover, it will make her heart un- 
utterably glad. Thus it is the order of Providence 
that love descends — ^parents love their children and 
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children's children ; but there is very seldom much of 
the back flow of love. There are few instances of a 
return in any very marked way from children to 
parents. I have long believed there is no love on 
^18 side Heaven purer than that of a good mother to 
her children. The love of a wife or husband may be 
8to*onger, but there is more of self, more of earth and 
nature in it; while a mother's love goes out of itself, 
forgets itself, rises above itself, and settles — ^is con- 
centrated on her chidren. And I have often thought 
that woman is more enduring in her nature than man. 
What husband would bear with a bad wife, or father 
with a bad son, as wives and mothers do with bad 
husbands and children, and yet love Ihem still ?" 

The "wind-up" of circuit aflairs in June, 1841, 
was encour&ging. He notices gratefully a numerical 
increase of from thirty to flfty, after supplying the 
places of those lost to the society by emigration and 
other causes^ and idso the healthy state of all the 
connexional funds. This was die more cheering, as 
there had been no additional members reported at the 
close of any year since 1837. 

At the ensuing Con^Brence, Hr. T. was appointed 
the superintendent of the Cork circuit, having the 
Bev. John Greer for his colleague. This incrense of 
vei^onsibilily occasioned fervent longings for a higher 
degree of spirituality, and still greater earnestness in 
the duties of his calling : " I have been gwing myuilf 
toprayeTy' he observes, July 12, *'for some days. I 
feel the need and value of deeper piety, and, if I can, 
I will obtain it My soul has been greatly blessed, 
but I long for that abiding plenitude of God which 
h&eps the heart full of love, of gratitude, and ot th& 
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pence ¥4uQh passeth all tmderatftndingi Between 
circuit and fEimily a&irs, I have been more than 
busy; indeed, I am almost run down: but better 
days approach. I have been in Cove and Passage 
more than once lately to try and set our misssenaiy 
committeea in those places at work for the coming 
year, and so I have been doing here. Some very 
principal men, I see, are disposed to take mattera 
easy, now that Mr. Gillmau is gone ; however, thia 
only drives me to my closet and my God. I can lean 
upon Him. Eveiything short of loving Him supiemely, 
living to Him, doing everything for Him is less than 
little. How sweet to live in His pure love, ever to 
aim at His glory, and, under all ciretunstances, to 
rest in Him. Latterly, I have felt a greater longing 
to grow into such a state, and abide in it» than I have- 
often done* X do indeed pant to love God perfeotLy/ 
and to be always happy in Him. We go on but too*^ 
evenly here just now. 0, for a glorious outbreak !" 

The only wise God was thus preparing his servant 
for scenes of affliction and suffering, soffioiently testing 
to his piety » — mature as it was. The death not only 
of his youngest son, but of his excellent wifa^ there 
is reason to fear, was hastened by a savage electioneer- 
ing mob having broken into his house, in pursnit 
of some persons who took refuge there. His narra- 
tive of IJiose seenea is truly touching : " In oiu period 
of existence there are seasons of joy and of sorrow to 
which the mind is wont to revert when they are long 
paet^ but there are some times when life itself seems 
a blank, and the heart is sunk and subdued, and one 
is silent before. God. Thus I feel this day. 

*' The SQ^ of our dear little Jexm^ took its de- 
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parture to a b^ttdr world, at half-past niBo thi& morn- 
ing. This isr the first breach in onr &mily circle ; 
you will, therefore^ not wonder if it be painfolly fdt. 
We had no child at James's age who gave similar in- 
dications of promise, or attracted the same notice as 
hedid. The last conversation I had with him relative to 
religbn was on Sunday last He asked me to take 
him in my arms; and walk the room with him. I 
did so, and asked him should I sing a hymn for him? 
* Yes, papa» sUig 

*■ There is a land of pure delight' 

After I had sung a verse or two, he askedj me, * Papa, 
is the river Jordan a real river? Is thercF water in 
it T I told him it was a real river ; that God's people 
who left Egypt, and had been in the wilderness, must 
cross it before they could go int6 Canaan, the good 
countiy into which God brought them, and which 
was like Heaven ; but the Jordan we had to cross was 
death; that Jesus who loved us would meet us there ; 
that then we would be in Heaven with Him, and all 
who were good, and never be sick ieigain. I then 
asked him, 'Do you understand me, James? Do 
you know the meaning of what I have said to youV' 
He looked up with animation, and answered with 
considerable energy, ' I do. Papa — ^I do understand. 
you ; and I wish I was crossing Jordan nowP I an- 
swered, my dear, it is not far ofif ; you will soon cross 
it ; you will soon be with Jesus.' This was the last 
conversation on the subject of Heaven I had with my 
sweet child. This morning he asked me to give him 
a drink, and to lay him by mamma in her bed ; I did 
so, attended the half-past six o'clock mfi^\»m%> «sA 
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afiterwards, while in my stady, Eliza ran down and 
told me he was dying. He sunk n^idly. We knelt 
round his bed, and said, as we could, the Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the name 
of the Lord. 

'* It is but a few weeks since he was'most anzioiiely 
engaged in collecting for the missions. He had been 
carried to the last quarterly collectors* meeting, saw 
the moneys paying in to the Treasurer, heard the 
statements which were made concerning the heathen, 
asked if he might not be a collector, got a missionary 
box from Mr. Gillman, into which he put all his own 
pennies, with what he could procure from others, and, 
in a few days after, carried in his own hands the pro- 
ceeds of the box to the meeting. 

" Our city is much disturbed yesterday and to-day. 
I fear the rioting has shortened his days. Three 
friends fled for refuge to our house ; the mob piursued, 
burst the door in after them, and, when they oould 
not find them, smashed nearly all the glass in the 
front of the house in a few minutes. Wife and 
children retired to a back room very much alarmed, 
of course. When about to lie down. Jemmy said to 
me • Papa, I wont sleep any to-night.' I said, * Why 
not sleep, my child?' He replied, *The noise and the 
stones frightened me.' He sleeps soundly and 
sweetly now !" 

It is an instructive incident that the morning of 
his child's death he was found fulfilling his minis- 
terial duties in the sanctuary and in his study. In- 
stances of supreme regard for God and His work, in 
conjimction with a proper manifestation of natural 
affection imder affliction and bereavement, are rare, 
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jet such grace is not impossible. ** Son of man,"* 
said God to Ezekiel, " behold I take away the desire 
of thine eyes with a stroke." There was tender con- 
jugal affection. Yet did he love her less than God, 
for he attended to the required duties of his office, 
" So," he records, "I spake unto the people in the 
morning, and at even my wife died. I did in the 
morning as I was commanded." * 

A similar ** stroke," for some time impending over 
the subject of ovu* narrative, fell upon him early in 
September. How he felt and acted under it, a letter 
written to me the day after will best describe : '* This 
day and yesterday are the darkest of my whole life. 
To-day I walked the floor of my room and satisfied 
my heart's sorrow, while the body of my placid wife 
lay dead before me. Aye, it is true: my Eliza is 
gone. O ! Brother Huston, my heart is black. May 
the great God pity me. I feel like a man knocked 
down and stunned, who cannot rise again. I am in 
a dreamy, strange, stupid state. I see no comfort 
anywhere but in the thought of living nearer to God 
than I have ever done. Lord help me." 

He transmitted an edifying account of her last 
years, and of the death-bed scene, to his Aimt Morris 
the following month : '' I had heard of your affliction, 
but am so wrapped up in my own sorrows now, that I 
often forget everything else. You know more fully 
than any other human being how long and how well 
I loved my Eliza ; and I do think our long and well- 
tried affection was increasing in depth, richness and 
tenderness, especially the last two or three years. 
We often talked of Heaven, of God, of living more 

£zek. xziv. 16, 18. 
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folly to Him, and there was an e£fbrt to help each 
other into closer fellowship with Him, not made to 
the same extent in former years. We often conversed 
latterly on the subject of entire sanctification, and, on 
her part, the conversation generally finished with 
* Yes, attain to a high degree of holiness, live in it, 
preach it in eveiy sermon, and God will make yon 
more useful than you have ever yet been. Indeed 
this was her highest ambition concerning me, that 
I might be holy and useful. Her own piety had been 
deepening for some time past. The morning our dear 
child died she stood by his bed-side, with her hands 
clasped, watching the last struggle imtil he ceased to 
breathe, and then, her tears gushing, said, with an ac- 
cent and feeling I shall not soon forget, ' Glory be to 
God !' She told me several times after, that she felt, at 
die moment, what she could not possibly describe ; but 
that certainly God had given her a taste of the gloiy 
into which her sweet child had then entered, for that 
she never before felt anything equal to the baptism 
from Heaven she then received. The last conversa- 
tion of any length which I had with her on spiritual 
subjects was in full accordance with this statement. 
This she introduced herself the Saturday before her 
death, by saying : * If matters continue thus, I cannot 
live long, it is utterly impossible I could ; it is all the 
same to me what time / go to Heaven ; any time will 
answer me, and perhaps this is the very best time for 
me ; but I feel for my children ; I feel for my husband 1' 
After conversing at length on other matters, she 
praised God aloud until I feared for her; again and 
again exclaiming, * O ! the goodness of God I The 
goodness of God U> me! O! His great goodness to 
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me i The goodness, the great goodness of my 8aviaar 
--o£ my SaTiour tome/ O ! His ffretU obbat good- 
ness !' Indeed her whole bemg seemed to throw 
itself into the word great. She seemed at the moment 
p^ietrated with an inexpressible sense of the Diyine 
benevaleoce* For a considerable time past she talked 
veiy familiarly of Heaven; but on her sick bed I 
wondered at her* Such a state of cakn readiness for 
the Master's coming, even among exalted Christians, is 
not often to be seen. During the seven weeks of 
pain and suff^^ring through which she passed, no 
murmur escaped her lips. Aunt, I have sustained a 
loss, and I feel it." 

" Is any among you afflicted? Let him pbav," is 
the ii^unction of the Apostle James to all who are in 
any trouble. Should the heart, — stricken, depressed, 
bewildered, — ^be indisposed for the duty; should 
gloomy musings be more congenial than the exercises 
of devotion; should these musings foster unbelief, 
fretfolness, repining; this will be Ss^an*s opportu- 
nity to hurl his fiery darts, and accomplish his fell 
purposes. The necessity therefore for prayer is 
urgent, and the only safety is to take refiige in Ood. 

** Ah ! whither should we flee for aid 
When tempted, desolate, dismayed ? 
Or how the hosts of Hell defeat ?'* 

Shonildtifteabovepreceptbedisregarded? The Psalmist 
also counsels enfifering samts : '^ Trust m Him at all 
times ; ye people pour out " — noipore over your woes, 
but ••pour out," literally empty out, "your hearts 
before Him, God is a refuge for us." This course 
Mr. T. endeavoured to pursue, and not without bene- 
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ficial results. October 2d, he observes : '* This is the 
most gloomy birth-day I have spent for many years. 
My little family used to hail its arrival, and I en- 
couraged them to make it a day of joy ; but I told 
no person of its return, now that I might spend it un- 
disturbed. On this day week, I received more good 
in my closet than I am wont to receive, and eveiy 
day since have enjoyed nearer communion with God, 
than for some time. I have more than usual freedom 
in prayer and thanksgiving. May it continue! I 
need good. We have had some effective prayer- 
meetings lately. At one of them four persons ob- 
tained peace with God." 

Notice has been taken already of the praying faith 
of his Aunt Eades.* His brother having informed 
him that others of her " family*' had commenced to 
" serve God,** *• I am glad,** he responds, " to hear 
the news from Dublin. I had heard it in part be- 
fore. Yes, Mrs. Eades*s prayers are on the file 
above. Mighty prayer, like hers, is always answered !'* 

At the Conference of 1842, Mr. T. was appointed 
to Londondeny. He notices, with lively satisfaction, 
the prosperous state of the Irish connexion as then 
reported. After filling up the places of hundreds of 
members who had emigrated, about 400 had been 
added, and there would be, he said, an increase of 
£300 or £400 to the missionary income. On this 
occasion, as a mark of their esteem and confidence, 
his brethren delegated him as one of their represen- 
tatives to the British Conference, an appointment 
which, for that and other reasons, was grateful to 
his feelings. 

* See page 39. 
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The opinion he had begun to form of Methodisti6 
matters in Deny he thus expresses, August 19: 
*• The chapel is beautiful, and beautifully situated. 
It opens on the wall, which is the public walk of the 
town, and is, therefore, seen to great advantage. It 
has underneath a splendid school-room, with vestry 
and class-rooms adjoining." 22nd : " I have been now 
a Sabbath in town, and can form some notion of the 
congregation department. The evening one was con- 
siderably larger than the morning's, but even that 
i^peared small to me. There was a very good work 
on this circuit four years ago when Messrs. Price and 
Scott were here, and had we but such a stir now we 
should get on delightfully. For one thing I am very 
lliankful : Mr. M*Kay and myself, so far as I know, 
have the good feeling of all the people with us. This 
is no small matter. What good can we do, if we have 
not the hearts of the people ?" 

Writing to me in November he adds some other 
particulars : *' Of this circuit I have not much to say. 
I like the city in many respects, but fancy it is stiff 
enough soil for revival operations. The country is 
rough enough — splendid ground to which to send a 
dandy preacher. ' Tell me how to rise T Eat, drink, 
sleep, speak, think, breathe — in everything live and 
act hyfaUhj faith that you are on the very verge of 
eternity : make more use of Christ than ever. Do 
not be afraid to trust him in and with everything, 
then rise you will, and speedily too." 

About this time Mr. T. was united in marriage to 
Miss Pedlow, daughter of the Kev. Daniel Pedlow. 
The following Christmas-eve he observes : " This is 
a season of the year when the mind, unbidden^ will 
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be occiq>ied with past, presenat and future, in joyfol 
and sorrowM thinkings^ Who can avoid looking 
back to-day, or preyent his thoughts from passing, in 
the shi^e of hopes and purposes, to the future, and 
while present mercies are surveyed with the past, 
how becoming to ask, ' My soul, how much owest 
thou unto thy Lord ?* These have been some of my 
exercises to-day. Amid all life's changes, how much 
— O ! how much of mercy have I seen ! Adverting to 
the future, I hope to be a better man, and to live for 
ever. Viewing the present, I am compassed round 
with motives for thankfulness — among the rest all my 
iamily in excellent health.*' 

In Januaiy, he preached the anniversazy sermon 
for the chapel in Tandragee, — collection £iiS. Pass- 
ing through Belfast he says : ** I slept Monday and 
Tuesday night at Mr. Le Maitre's. Monday they had 
Mr. and Mrs. Tobias, Mr. and Mrs. Eidgeway, with 
other Mends, to meet me at tea. I felt this to be 
kind. It was a very happy evening. We had noble 
congregations these two evenings. The people mani- 
fested such heart as I have not witnessed since I left 
them." 

He and Mr. Holmes spent a fortnight of this montili 
holding missionary meetings through the district: 
" Wednesday, I8tii, Newtonstewart About 180 or 
200 present in our chapel, which was sufficiently filled 
by this number. Mr. M'Cutchan, supernumerary, in 
the chair. Good meeting; not much money; a 
prayer-meeting lEifiter, which is a right good fimsh to a 
missionaiy meeting. Friday, 20th, Sixmilecross. The 
first missionary meeting held there. Congr^ation 
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for ike most part PresbyteriAn. Mr. — - said some 
queer things, but a good impr^sion was made. 
Tuesday, 24th, C-— — : In toim at twelve. Did not 
kaow the name of one in the village ; wandered about 
for a while, and was picked up by a Methodist family 
Wlio had me to dinner. School-house mord than foil ; 
most severe night ; good meeting. Slept in the house 
of a family who are whiskey sellers. Husband meets 
in class , wife and he have good impressions, which the 
whiskey, if not given up, will soon blight. Wednes- 
day, 35thy Stranorlar. Held our meeting in the Me- 
thodist chapel, which stands in the centre of afield, a 
quarter of a mile from the town. The preacher who 
built it there should be taried for his life ! Friday, 2 Yfh : 
Home to meet Mr. Stewart, of Kingstown, who is to 
preach our anniversary sermons. Sunday, SOth : Mr. 
S. gave us two good discourses on 1 John iv. 1 6, and 
Matt. xvi. 26 ; collections, £25. Monday, dOth : A 
society tea-meeting. Addresses from two preachers ; 
Mr. Stewart's like what I suppose Saint John would 
have given. He is sixty-seven years old, has trav^ed 
forty^hree, and is now the father of the Irish Con- 
ference. He foretold we are going to have good 
days. May he be a true prophet ! I felt it a real 
advantage to have him in the house." 

Mr. T.'s allotted work for one day shows the same 
conscientious diligence in the improvement of his time : 
" If you wish to know what I am doing, here it ie : 
From seven to nine, read a portion of the Psalms in 
Hebrew, and of our Lord*s sermon in Greek, besides 
the epistle to the Hebrews. Nine to twelve sermonise 
and wiite letters ; twelve to three, visit in the drde^ 
marked for thid day; see also -^-^^ who is dying, aiid 

2a 
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-— — who is ill ; three to four, dinner, &c. ; four to 
five, teach children arithmetic ; five to six, my own 
room — sermon for evening ; seven to eight, meet my 
class ; eight to nine, preaching ; nine to eleven, read, 
converse, &c., then bed. N.B. — Speak to M. abont 
books. If you say * this looks well on paper, but 
will it be done T I hope so. It was yesterday till 
seven, when we took tea out, and the day before all 
through, class meeting excepted. We want but more 
piety to make us very happy in this family." 

Mr. T. did not witness the amount of spiritual 
prosperity, during the year he spent in Derry, which 
he was wont to do ; yet his ministry was not fruitless : 
" I hear good is doing in Omagh, Enniskillen, and a 
few other places through the kingdom ; I wish I 
could add Deny. We have an individual conversion 
occasionally, but no more. At Ballyfamon, county 
Roscommon, recently, I was preaching anniversary 
sermons; also, at Drurashambo and Annadale. It 
really did me good to meet those I saw there. How 
sweet the smile of Christian friendship ! I am glad 
to hear of good doing in your circuit. But when 
shall I have such news to send you from this ? I saw 
more good the two days I was at Ballyfamon and 
Drumshambo than here in six months. But I am 
not depressed. We hope for better days." 

That he might see a revival on his circuit, he 
sought it in his own soul : " Trying to apply myself 
to reading, prayer, and my public duties with more 
diligence than usual. I long to live in a state of con- 
tinual readiness for Heaven, — seeing God every mo- 
ment. Lately, I have been giving myself to Him. 
nfresh, and resolving to be His more fully. ! that 
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I may I I believe if what He has done for me does 
not unite me to Him in closest and purest affection, 
nothing which He could do would. I feel His good- 
ness very deeply.** 

In the note with which he closes the narrative of 
his labours on the Derry Circuit, it will be seen, from 
his buoyant reference to Innishowen, that he cheerfully 
endured hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ : 
** At the Omagh and Strabane missionary meetings, 
the 13th and 14th ult; and at Ballyfamon, the 22nd, 
to preach anniversary sermons in a little chapel built 
last year. Eighteen years, this month, since I was 
last in Ballyfamon, and there was neither stick or 
stone of the present village there then, save one house. 
Now there is a neat little post and market town. On 
Simday I dined with Mr. M*Dermot, the landlord, 
who is friendly, and assisted the building considerably. 
We had a nice company of gentry, who all came to 
chapel at five. I went on seven miles to Drumshambo, 
with Mr. Mark Crawford, after preaching; dined at 
Annadale on Monday with the Slacke family, who 
came to Drumshambo in the evening, three miles, in 
such a pour of rain ! Tuesday morning I breakfasted 
with John Crawford, eighty-nine years old, a very 
happy man, who loved and showed me kindness 
nineteen years ago. It would be impossible for any 
people to evince more hearty affection than they did 
the short time I was among them. Went the day 
after to Newtownlimavady missionary meeting, and 
on Saturday, when I came home from that, rode ten 
miles to my place in the country, ten yesterday, and 
ten more to-day. I feel greatly worn down, but hope 
for a few days quiet now. Tuesday next I go to 
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Omag^ to hold our district meeting, and then I do 
not intend to be off my own ground till Conference. 
I never knew what rheumatism was until this winter. 
My two arms are all but useless ; I can scarcely put 
cither of them at the back of my head without excru- 
ciating pain. The damp rooms and damp chaff beds 
of Innishowen, aflter being five years for the most part 
in my own house and bed, are quite enough for me. 
After this I may say, with the old Preachers, I have 
" a side for every bed, and a tooth for every bread f 
The reasons of his removal from Defrry, at the end 
of one year, are reserved for the next chapter. 



CHAP. IX. 

1843. BELFAST, 8LI00. 

In 1841 the Belfast circuit was divided into two-* 
South and North. This, unhappily, was the occasion 
of some misunderstandings and disputes. The Con- 
ference of 1843, therefore, judged it expedient to place 
the South Circuit under the care of the Kev. William 
Stewart, while Mr. T. was made superintendent of 
the North. Much as he loved the Belfast people, his 
removal from Derry, just then, was anything but 
agreeable to him, as appears from an imreserved dis- 
closure of his feelings to his brother : " I had no 
more thought of being moved this year than you had 
that I should. My appointment to Belfast is on pub- 
lic groim'ds. The two circuits have not been going 
on in the most harmonious way, and Mr. Stewart and 
I are sent as men who will work together, heal the 
breaches, and set and keep all right ! As to this I 
have my fears. However, I had nothing to do in the 
matter, except to enter my protest against it, which I 
did more than once, — telling the Conference I would 
not leave unless they compelled me, which they did." 
He informs another friend : ** It grew up thus : the 
two Belfast circuits asked for Mr. Gillman, and 
would have nobody else. Gillman was wanted for 
Dublin, and the Conference took the matter into their 
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own hands, and sent Mr. Stewart to the South circuit, 
the leaders of the North still urging their request for 
Mr. Gillman. The Stationing Committee then put 
me down for them as one who would draw kindly 
with Mr. Stewart, and help to calm the troubled 
waters. Never had I an appointment of equal re- 
sponsibility. The Derry people are not at all pleased. 
The circuit steward sent in a very strong letter, but 
the decision would not be altered." 

He was privileged to see souls saved almost imme- 
diately on his arrival. July id4, he says : " Several 
found mercy at the prayer-meeting in Prederiok 
Street on Tuesday, and four others last night (Sab- 
bath) in Ballymacarrett. If God give us such 
meetings as these we will have much cause of joy." 
Such meetings were given, and his joy was enhanced 
by the conversion of his eldest daughter in one of 
them : " Good meetings since we came ; some dis- 
tressed souls made h£4)py every week ; but yesterday 
was the best Sabbath we had yet. Congregations 
good, and a crowded and blessed sacramental service. 
We have a Tuesday night's prayer-meeting, which 
has been the means of immense good on this circuit 
My own Jane was among the number of those who 
obtained peace with God at the last one. All my 
other children were greatly affected. This has made 
my heart very glad. I shall hardly have time to eat 
bread here. Sixty-three classes, comprising eight 
hundred members under my care, and spread ov^ a 
wide surface." 

So fully occupied was he at this time that he had 
little leisure for friendly correspondence. But he 
could not forget his beloved mother. To her he 
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writes, Sept Ift: '* A longer time thsm usual hsm 
elapsed since I wrote to you. Just now I 9m in 
danger of grieving relations as well as friends, ibr I 
am not writing almost to any person. I am thoroiighly 
busy, and likely to be so while in Bel&st. My present 
duties call for the implication of all my powers of 
body and mind, and for the improvement of every 
hour. Every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Fri- 
day, I visit from eleven to three ; Wednesday meet a 
class and hold the preachers' meeting ; so the middle 
of that day is gone ; and Saturday I do not visit re- 
gularly. Every evening in the week, except Saturday, 
I am engaged in town or country ; and every Monday 
and Tuesday night till ten o'clodc or later. I have a 
number of sick calls, baptisms and burials to attend 
to, which would surprise you ; and Mr. M'Eay, not 
beii^ in full connexion, can give no assistance in 
administering baptism or the Lord's Supper. Beside, 
I find it absolutely necessary to procure new pulpit 
material ; for though not one in fifty recollects those 
sermons I preached here four and five years ago.when 
they hear them again they remember them right well. 
And more, the people of diis town are advancing in 
mental improvema[it, in theological and general infor- 
mation, since I knew them, with a rapidity scarcely 
credible ; and the preacher who does not keep pace 
with them cannot edify and profit them as he ou^t. 
** We see some good doing every week. A few very 
encouraging cases have turned up lately. On Sunday 
evening, Sept. 3, a Mrs. N. was very deeply awakened. 
Of this her husband informed me next morning. 
Tuesday evening she attended the special prayer- 
meeting, was made happy, and since then goes on well. 
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Another, — an interesting Englishwoman, — called fl 
few weeks since, eamestlj asking ' What must I do to 
be saved T I prayed with her, and while tiying to make 
the way of faith plain, in conversation, she suddenly 
exclaimed, * I understand it now,* — and went home re- 
joicing. A third, a poor backslider, seized with 
fever, sent for me. The burden of his complaint was, 
' God's face is turned from me ; his heart is hardened 
against me ; I cannot come to Him :' but O ! Ilie depth 
of Divine mercy ! He found the Lord, triumphed in 
His salvation, and died 1 These twenty years I have 
not been more satisfied with a death-bed repentance. 
The fourth, a respectable young lady, a member of 
one of the most careless families in town, sent for me 
some weeks ago to visit her ; professed conversion, 
joined my class, and I trust is going on well in the 
ways of the Lord. I might add other cases. Glory 
to God!" 

The next extract shows yet more fully how com- 
pletely engaged were his mind and hands : '< I am 
over head and ears in ecclesiasticals. We have got 
the lease of ground for a small chapel in Shankhill 
completed. Now for the chapel itself And we have 
got the lease of groimd for a mission school in Ligo- 
niel perfected, which groimd I asked five years ago. 
Mr. Croggon is in town with plan and specification ; 
and io all the rain we go there to-day at three o'clock. 
I hope the building will be finished in four months. 
The civil tear to which you allude is abating. There 
are no colonels, and battles cannot so well be fought 
without commanders. In plainer language, the 
preachers are resolved there shall be no South 
and North Circuit heard of We meet once a week, 
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do everything by united eounsek, occupy each other's 
pulpits every four weeks, and the consequence is, our 
circuit differences are settling down, and will, I think, 
entirely subside. There is still a little ground-swell, 
but while the pilots understand each other, I hope 
there will be no great danger, even if a storm should 
again arise. Our effective public meetings are also 
blessed quieters of trouble. At Shajikhill, on Friday 
evening, eleven persons, by their own profession, 
found peace with God, and five on Sunday evening 
in our chapel. Seldom have I seen such a meeting 
as that of Friday ; all were moved ; and on Sabbath 
evening it was a rich hour. The circuit preachers 
do not visit Shankhill. I have been there only 
twice,-'— Friday the second time ; but you may be sure 
I will soon be there again. I am endeavouring to 
make new sermons now and then. Sabbath evening 
I preached one on Daniel v. 27, on which I bad ex* 
pended some labour ; and also two others lately. I 
visit generally four hours a day except Saturday. I 
will strive to do the work of a good hearty Methodist 
preacher in good hearty earnest. We had a grand 
meeting last night to put down horse-racing ! All tha 
ministers in town co-operated in the object'' 

The weekly meetings of the four ministers eontri- 
hnted to their mutual edification and comfort, as well 
as to the maintenance of a good understanding be- 
tween the circuits : " The four preachers breakfast 
together one mommg every week. A text is selected 
in turn the week previously, and each reads a short 
sketch on it when we meet. This is very improving. 
We meet at nine, and break up at twelve." The holy 
excitement in public, with its effects, subsided for a 
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season. Some saving good was done ; *' biit we never 
think," says Mr. T., " that matters go forward briskly 
here, unless several are converted every week." 

In this age of bustling mercantile and agricultural 
activity, of speculation and enterprise, of competition 
and rivalry, there is danger lest the every-day claims 
of religion should be lightly regarded, and its duties, 
— especially family and closet prayer,-— omitted or 
hurriedly performed. The solemn, deliberative, and 
impressive manner in which the former exercise was 
conducted by the pious Puritans, — ^by Philip Heniy, 
for example, — contrasts reprovingly with that of many 
modems, who, notwithstanding, profess and call them- 
selves Christians. AU the inmates of his family were 
assembled for worship, morning and evening, and the 
ordinance, sacredly observed, was rendered interesting 
and delightful. As he deemed it so important, he 
laboured to make it instructive and engaging to alL 
In the morning he arranged it so that the business of 
the day should not inMnge on it, and in the evening 
so early that no little girl should be nodding at the 
chapter, nor any drowsy servant yawning through the 
prayer. '* Better one away than all sleepy," he would 
say, if occasionally obliged to begin before some ab- 
sentee returned ; but so much did the fear of God and 
affection for the head of the household reign, that 
none were wilfully missing. It was his custom to 
expoimd a portion of Scripture, and he encouraged 
his children to write notes of these familiar explana- 
tions. Before tliey quitted the paternal roof, each of 
them had in this way received in manuscript a copious 
commentary on the Bible, which they treasured up as 
a precious memorial of their happy early days, and 
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their heavenly-minded father. In the hands of his 
only son these simple notes became the gem of the 
most popular English Commentary.* Mr. Tacka- 
berry's method, although not so elaborate, had yet 
its advantages : ** At breakfast, we repeat a verse of 
Scripture and a verse of a hymn, thus securing good 
material for conversation ; and we read a chapter and 
hymn before morning and evening prayer. I do 
think our family have commenced this year with pur- 
pose of heart to devote it more fully to God than the 
last one." 

There may be bad morals, alas, where there is a 
good creed ; and the most Scriptural belief will be 
small barrier to the spread of Infidelity and Popery, 
where the creed professed has no influence upon the 
lives of its professors. On this subject Mr. T. enter- 
tained strong views, which he expresses with corres- 
ponding ardour: '* While Methodism and Chm-ch-of- 
Englandism are spreading in Belfast, and Presby- 
terianism is making mighty strides, Popery is gain- 
ing ground every day, and sin is slaying its thousands. 
A respectable ungodliness is fearfully prevalent. A 
great many deaths from strong drink have occurred 
lately among the middle classes of Protestants, and 
not one of them was what is called a drunkard. ! no 
— decent persons, hut free livers! And latterly there is 
little doing to check it. The Methodists, you know, 
have the best rules in the world, — could not be mended, 
— strict enough, in all conscience, for temperance or 
anything else. What can any one desire more than 
* Neither buy, sell, or drink, except in cases of extreme 
necessity?' Then I could not think of disgracing 

* life of Mathew Henry, by the Rev. James Hamilton. 
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Mdthodidm by ^irolling mj nime in flcny otiMir itm- 
perance society. ' O ! I see,' yon say, ' Brother Fos^ 
is a red-hot teetotaller just now V Indeed, no : he 
occupies the same ground he has done these sixteen 
years ; tries to keep our own rule in the Ittier aad 
spirit, and stands quite erect in so doing. He would 
be temperance, teetotaller, or anything else he saw 
needful and proper, and ask no man*s leave. Public 
morals, indeed, are improved in this respect of late 
years. The general voice, it may be said, is on the side 
of moderation. This is admitted ; and yet the habitual 
use of strong drink, as a beverage, prevails on eveiy 
hand, — is all but universal. Several children, of Me- 
thodists have, withm the last year, drunk themselves 
into a premature grave.'* 

Mr. T. was emphatically a lover of good men, and 
was ever ready to speak of those he esteemed as sudi 
in terms of warm affection. Thus he informs his 
brother: "February 3rd, 1844: Good Dr. Aickm, 
who had a bad relapse in fever, and was given orer, is 
recovering. To him death would have been gain; 
but he would be greatly missed and lamented. 
Thanks to God for his recovery 1 Mr. Stewart is full 
of rebuilding the Square. That will be a^ job ! He 
is a very blessed man, and has not one grain of idle 
flesh upon him. He is not strong, and, if he em- 
bark in that imdertaking, it will greatly add to his 
labours and cares." 

On his return to Belfast from the Conference of 
1844, — ^resolving to begin the new Methodistic year 
well, — ^he observes : " Much prayer and watchfulness 
are necessary, if we would have much grace/* In no- 
ticing an increase of JSld in the missionaiy income of 



the circuit for that year, he gives it as his judgment 
that Methodism is always in a good state when it eon 
mirpass vt9elf. Attending the Cork Conference, in 
June, 1845, he records: "Paid my first visit to the 
tomb of my loved ones ; wept at the recollection of 
former days ; and then thanked the Good Being, who 
permitted me to be left without my sainted Eliza, for 
the wife he has now given me — a help meet to love 
and care for me and my dear children." 

On the 31st of August, 1845, Mrs. William Stewart, 
whose praise is in all our Churches, exchanged earth 
for Heaven. Mr. T.'s estimate of her character was 
very exalted: "Good Mrs. Stewart, whose equal, I 
think, was not to be found among the wives, of our 
ministers, died on Simday, after a very brief illness. 
She had ornamented religion for sixty years, and 
died, as she lived, full of faith and of the Holy Ghost. 
Mr. S. has requested me to preach her funeral ser- 
mon on Sunday evening next, in the chapel where 
she used to worship. I never felt the same amount 
of responsibility on such an occasion. She was the 
most remarkable woman I have known." The event 
was sanctified to himself: " Mrs. Stewart's death and 
other matters have driven me to my knees, and to 
self-examination more frequently of late than was 
usual with me. I begin to feel I ought to be ready 
-"— ought to stand, lamp in hand, waiting for the 
Master's coming. A man at forty-nine ought to begin 
to reckon on removal as not far distant, — at least it may 
not be. I believe three die before fifty for one who 
lives to a later period." And it was sanctified also to 
his ministry : " I never preached so plainly in my 
life, so directly at the heart and conscience, as I am 

2b 
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striying to do now. O ! the place of a Methodist 
preacher is a very responsible one ! I receive manj 
baptisms from above myself, but I need an abiding 
nearness to God, and without it I cannot be as use- 
fid as I otherwise might." The pointed style referred 
to did not lessen the nmnber of hearers, but the con- 
trary : ** Our congregations were never so large in 
Frederick Street Chapel since it was built as now." 
This speaks well for their good sense and their desire 
to profit by the Word preached. 

Already, Mr. T. has been exhibited as an example 
of strong and unceasing filial affection. Among the 
many refreshing manifestations of it, the following 
claims the imitative attention of children professing 
godliness : '* I often pray for you, and sometimes feel 
as if I had power and prevailed. O ! may every bless- 
ing for time and eternity be the portion of my own 
dear mother!" And he seized the opportunity of 
festivals, as well as other particular occasions, to add 
to her happiness. This he does, December 25, 1845 : 
** I write to wish you the holy joys of the season. We 
are all alive and in our usual health, surrounded with 
unnumbered blessings ! And glory be to God, that 
my dear, dear mother, now within eight months of 
her seventieth year, is alive to bless her offepring ; 
and better still, alive to God, and cherishing a good 
hope of life eternal ! O I my mother ! We shall live 
for ever — live with all that is excellent and glorious in 
God's universe; live with God himself! What shall 
we be this day ten thousand years ! 

" My days go on busily and happily. Yesterday, 
for the first time, I married two couple in (me ceremony. 
In honour of that event I presented each of the ladies 
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with a copy of our hymns. At five went to see old 
Widow Magennis in the hospital. This poor woman 
had her ribs broken by a cart passing over her on the 
street ; and when, on my seeing her first, I expressed 
a hope of recovery for her, she said, if God would 
have mercy on her, she had rather die ; for if she left 
that house alive, she should be unable to earn her 
bread, and she had not a friend or relation to go to--* 
no door open in this world to take her in. My heart 
ached for her. I pointed her to the open * door' — to 
the sinners* Friend- the Friend of the friendless ; and 
yesterday had the pleasure of hearing from her own 
lip9, 'God has pardoned me; I feel peace; Christ 
will save me !' O ! what a Saviour is He ! At eight 
I went to a temperance tea-meeting, held in connexion 
with one of the great flax-mills in this town, and was 
not home till twelve. Not having preparation made 
for morning, I sat imtil near two in my study, slept 
little, preached at half-past six, married another 
couple at eleven, and have now sat down to write to* 
my beloved mother !" 

The formation of the Evangelical Alliance was 
hailed by Mr. T. with imfeigned joy and lively hope. 
Speaking of Belfast, he says : " On Wednesday even- 
ing we had a meeting of ministers of all the Protestant 
denominations in town, to form a branch of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance. I have seen no meeting in my life 
firom which I augur so much good. Let that spirit 
be diflused, and the benefit to the Church of God 
will be incalculable." 

The original movement, unquestionably, was one 
in the right direction ; and that much good has been 
done by it, few of my readers will deny ; but whether 
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the constitution of the Alliance is sufficiently com- 
plete, and whether the oneness of believers in the 
several Churches of Protestantism has been manifested 
according to the will of Christ, may still admit of a 
doubt The parties to such an alliance should be the 
Disciples of Christ, — " that thet all might be one ;" 
they should be members of the one spirituai* Churdi 
of which He is the Head , and the model of their 
union should be that subsisting between the Father 
and the Son : '* That they all may be one as thou 
Father art in me and I in thee, that they may be one 
in us/' But how can such union exist, much less be 
developed, unless the members of the Alliance be 
spiritual, and consequently the subjects oiperdonal re- 
generation ? If the branches be not viiaUy united to 
the vine, the members to the Head, how can they be 
sincerely and cordially united to one another ? "What- 
ever difficulty there may have been in organizing the 
Alliance upon other than a doctrinal basis, the will of 
Christ, above referred to, indicates, with sufficient 
clearness, the necessity of individual spiritxiality, for 
the purposes of such a confederation. '* He that 
loveth God " with filial affection, as the result of his 
own justification and adoption, and he only, will ** love 
his brother also," with a pure heart fervently. The 
filial relation is essential to the existence and mani- 
festation of fraternal affection. And if the Alliance 
has not blessed ** the world " to the extent desired 
and anticipated, will not these considerations serve,, 
in great part, to explain the reason ? Meanwhile, for 
the amount of good it has done, all the friends of our 
common Christianity must rejoice. 

Mr. T.'s account of the Alliance meetings he at< 
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tended at Liverpool shows how his heart went with 
the movement : " The Liverpool meetings are worth 
descrihing. I never saw, — indeed I never expect ta 
see, — anything like them outside the gates of Paradise. 
There were present about 150 members of the com- 
mittee, amongst whom might be thirty laymen, re- 
presenting seventeen Protestant denominations, and 
embracing in the representation several of the greatest 
and best ministers in England, Lreland and Scotland. 
Of the English Episcopal Church, I admire the fol- 
lowing: Bickersteth, Haldane Stewart, Dr. Byrth, 
Bs^tist Noel ; of the Presbyterians — Dr. Buchanan, 
Dr. King and others; of the Moravians — Latrobe 
and others ; of the Independents — Dr. Baffles, J. A. 
James, Massey and others ; of the Wesleyans— Dr.- 
Bunting, T. Waugh and others. The object of the 
meetings was to bring together tbe truly excellent, in. 
the various denominations, who will agree on the 
eight propositions of the Liverpool Conference of 
1845. These eight propositions you must have seen 
in the public prints. They are drawn up with admi- 
rable wisdom and skill. I never witnessed anything 
like the spirit of the meeting. Every morning we 
began by three prayers, a psalm, two hymns, and one 
or two chapters of God's Word, — ^some eminent mi- 
nister presiding over the devotional exercises. Sir 
C. Eardley was the ordinary chairman. No motion 
was passed at any sitting until every one in the room 
either approved of it, or, at least, was satisfied ! 

" The whole were entertained at the house of 
Christian friends, as our Preachers are at Conference. 
I stopped at the house of a Wesleyan, Thomas Davis, 
Esq., on the Birkenhead side of the Mersey. We ^ 



SDedtXtwOf — ft eold dinner St free eoflt^ — mibewAoti^ 
lOom, tmderMr.I^ster^sBi^tistChareh. ]>r. B«ffie» 
WM duanoan at the dhmer-table; and never in nif 
life did I see sneh a mixture of the Clnistian spirit, 
with the innoeentlj playibl, as at these dinner aoi 
tea meetings — fcfi we took tea at four, and sat from five 
imtil ten. The Hon. and Bev. B, Noel and two 
Weslejans stopped with a Baptist familj. Sinee mf 
retom to Bel£E»t, I was inrited bj the ministers, who 
are members of committee, to meet them, and gife 
an aeeoont of my mission, whieh I did at eleren on 
Monday, I had prerionslj published to make a state' 
ment to mj own congregation next Smidaj ereuii^ 
Meantime Mr. Gibson, the minister of Dr. Hamuli's 
Church, waited on me, and requested me to let it be 
annoimeed throng^ town that I would occnpj his 
pulpit on that erening, as his house would contain 
8,000; bat I declined, having been previously 
pledged to my own congregation.'' 

The attendance at the new chapel in Frederick 
Street, the principal chisel on his eireoit, continued 
to improve. ** The congregations are better," says Mr. 
T., "than at any period since the house was opened, 
taking the average. The ehaj^l is always reiq>ectably 
attended on the Sabbath, — generally fall : but we have 
not a corresponding number of persims joining our 
classes. Did you hear the preaching they sit onder, 
you would wonder either that they did not j<»n the 
society, or cease their attendance ! We had a re- 
newal of the covenant after preaching last ni§^ Jan. 
5, 1845, which will not soon be forgotten." The 
news of next month was still more cheering : *' I 
have seen twenty and twenty-five profess conversion 
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of a Sunday night. Still," he adds, fervently longing 
for yet greater displays of Divine power, " there is no 
light breaking down." 

The increase of worshippers, also, in the Belfast 
South Circuit required an increase of church accom« 
modation. To tliis Mr. T. adverts in reply to an en- 
quiring friend: **You ask about the rebuilding of 
Donegall Square. So soon as Mr. Stewart can find 
Jgl,500, Mr. M*Gonnell will find an equal siun, and 
then with £3,000 to commence, on it goes." Mr. 
Stewart did find the amount, having, by a Conference 
arrangement, travelled through the kingdom to pro- 
cure it ; and the noble hearted William M*Connell, — 
the fondly attached and faithfiil friend of Methodism,— > 
contributed the mimificent sum of one thousand five 
HUNDBED FOUNDS towards the erection, which he re- 
joiced to see completed, and in which he worshipped, 
up to the time of his decease, with manifest delight 
and profit. 

Mr. T. having visited his friends in Tomagaddy, in 
the Spring of 1846, writes to his mother on his re- 
turn : " Short as my visit was, it did my spirit great 
good. To see my dear family, even for a little, is to 
me no small gratification ; while the hasty nature of 
our interviews, and the constant separations, tell me 
afresh : * This is not our rest.' O ! mother, if we 
get to Heaven after all, will it not be glorious! 
My mind turns to it ; my heart longs for it ; I hope 
yet to be there.'' He was distinguished for fraternal 
kindness as well as for filial tenderness : ** Eemember 
me to my dear, dear, dear sisters and brothers. O ! 
but it does my heart good to see them." Here ends 
his correspondence from Belfast. 
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Mr. Tackaberry was appointed, by the Conference 
of 1846, to the Sligo circuit, where his ministry ter- 
minated with his life. Little did his Belfast friends 
anticipate that, vigorous and energetic as he was, and 
likely to run his race of holy zeal and useMness for 
many years, in less than twelve months he should 
finish his course, — that they should see his face no 
more. The mournful sequel is fraught with lessons 
of solemn instruction and warning. 

Immediately on his arrival, to relieve the anxieties 
of his ** dearest mother," he informs her : " All the 
children are very well, and quite taken up with the 
newness of everything here. Our house is a good 
one, consisting of nine rooms, beside kitchen, pantry, 
scullery, and coal vault. The yoimg preacher has^ 
two of the best rooms, leaving us seven, three of 
which have fire-places, beside the kitchen. There 
is a small garden, which I prize beyond its value, as 
a play-groimd for the children. We are almost in the 
coimtry ; hence the air is good, very much better than 
where our house stood in Cork or Belfast. The 
markets, I perceive, are a little cheaper, so that, though 
our salary is under that of Belfast, I expect our expendi- 
ture will also be imder. Mr. Jas. S. Waugh, my helper, 
is very much beloved, seems to be very agreeable, and 
I hope to show him a little kindness in return for that 
his father showed me twenty-two years ago, when I 
travelled with him. We have a small society and con- 
gregation here compared with that to which I have been 
accustomed the last three years ; however, I believe 
there is room for us to enlarge our borders if we can. 
I do not expect our boxes to reach before a week. This 
will be some inconvenience ; but, when one is made 
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up to it, trifles of the sort sit lightly on the mind. 
The people here are very glad of our appointment 
They have received us as sent of God ; and, if He be 
with us, all will be right." 

Writing to his brother, August 11, he describes 
their inconveniences with that buoyant cheerfulness 
which was ever so characteristic of the man : ** T have 
now been in eleven out of fourteen country places. 

Mr. said the country part was nicer than any 

where he had been. I think he forgot . I 

found two places where oats were not to be had for love 
or money : so much for my unfortunate three-year-old 
racer 1 As to myself I am quite comfortable, and 
will be so. We have agreed with a painter to paper 
and paint this house. A fortnight is the time agreed 
on, but it is well if a month will suflftce, for I have 
met no person yet who thinks of doing anything at 
the time promised. I fancy it would not be " lucky" 
to do so ! However, the upshot of all this, I hope, 
will be that we shall have a decent room for you to 
spend a fortnight in, when you come to see this pic- 
turesque and beautifully-romantic country, for which 
nature has done so much, but man so little." 

The picture he draws of the town, and of the ap- 
pearance, manners and habits of the people, is suf- 
ficiently sombre, because, as yet. Protestantism had 
not been permitted to exert its elevating influence 
upon the masses of the population : " Sligo, the 
capital of this *far West,' is a straggling town, with 
lane-like streets, dingy, irregular houses, and narrow 
footpaths upon which scarcely any person walks. I 
never saw so many asses in all my life before, with' 
panniers, chums, loads of turf, hay, straw, &c., at 



either side of their unfortunate baoki ; and generally 
a big male or female urehin dragging their ludterlesf 
heads, or pushing their goaded tails. Saturday is 
the great market day of the week, and, O ! such a 
day ! The streets on that day are literally choked— 
all but absolutely impassable. On other days few 
asses and horses are tied to the doors-— on that 
hundreds! Generally there are a few standings, 
stalls, d^c, in the streets ; but on Saturday you hare 
tents, tables, booths, dbc, * galore T and the drapery 
and festooning is surpassing ! Pork and salmon are 
good, cheap, and plenty, and so would potatoes, were 
it not for the all but universal blight. Then cheap 
or dear you can scarcely get any article weighed. 
Everything is measured^ and that is the measure ! And, 
if you make an observation, the reply is, ' Tis a 
good ould quart— and an honett one too. 'Deed and 
'tis a fair bushel in this country, yer honour 1* 'Deed 
it is an honest quart I The bottom so well thrust 
up, though previously placed an inch or two above 
the rim, that it matters little whether you measure 
with it head or tail foremost — ^you have about a pint 
either way I 

" We hear nothing from morning to night but the 
potato rot, and I do not wonder. Where it will end, 
or what can l)e done, I know not." 

The gloomy prospect was not relieved by the fact 
related in tlio postscript: *'A man on the circuit 
placed a harrow in an open door, between my racer 
and a room where oats were kept, on Saturday night, 
and poor Sir lloger tore himself badly in one hip with 
the harrow pins. Without letting Mr. Waugh know, 
he was sent home to me on Sunday morning. What 
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a preparation for the day's preaching ! I have put 
him with his wounds to grass — so we are again on 
foot.'' These dark pencillings will serve as a back 
ground for the religious intelligence : ** The fortnight 
I spent in London was very agreeable. The Alliance 
movement I consider a remarkable and hopeful one. 
Indeed, if this spirit continue to prevail, it cannot fail 
to do good in the Church and the world. We held 
our District meeting in Balliua on Wednesday. It 
was a profitable time ; and, what is not often the case, 
aU appeared pleased with the division made of the 
contingent grant." (Mr. T. was the chairman.) " The 
young brethren on trial have agreed to prepare for an 
examination at the May district, in Wesley on Original 
Sin, the first volmne of Home's Introduction to 
the Critical Study of the Scriptures, D'Aubigne's Re- 
formation, and the epistles to the Bomans and He- 
brews. I am not without hope that this examination 
will be made useful to them, to myself, and the 
brethren of the district. The more I know of the 
circuit, I like it the better. Prayer and expectation 
are in exercise, and I trust God will favour us with a 
good year." 

Thenceforward, his home correspondence is chiefly 
a history of the famine, with its frightful train of calami- 
ties, — calamities which deeply affected his sympathetic 
nature, and, there is room to fear, predisposed him 
for the disease which terminated his valuable life. A 
correct idea may be formed of the condition of the 
country from such extracts as the following : " Oct. 1 : 
I believe things are now at the worst, and pro- 
visions higher than they vdll be before next August; 
but the people are within an inch of desperation. I 




think we vUl soon have thousands of tons of Indian 
eom from America which has not ;et had time to 
arrive, and then prices must fall; but those who 
oagbt to soothe the pubUc mind, and from their posi- 
tion might do so, are mad 1 They ' must have ihair 
rents or their land,' is the C17 to a starving, maddened 
tenantry ; but not a word of explanation or comfort 
Human natmv cannot long bear up under such pri- 
vations and sufTerings. My heart aches for the people. 
k teeming population 1 no potatoes, and nothing in 
their stead I Stilt, as David thought, it is better fall 
into the hands of Ood, than into the hands of man." 
" November 28 : We are well, thank God, and have 
food to eat. At any time these are mercies, but this 
year especially so. O ! the starvation I have wit- 
nessed the last three weeks! Were it not for the 
public works, we should have robberyand plunder on 
a broad scale; but, though productive of much good, 
they cannot meet Ihe case. Hundreds in this country 
will, I think, die of hunger this year. On Thursday 
we got a soup kitchen opened. I went and purchased 
a few tickets for gratuitous distribution ; but the poor do 
not much care for it without bread. The state of things 
is uniavourable to piety ; the public eye and ear are 
so occupied with sights and tales of woe. There 
seems scarcely room for any subject but what shall I 
eat? It is truly appalling !" 

" December 2 : Within the last three weeks I ^ 
visited, in tawn and country, abc 
families I could hear of. Suel 
ness these eyes never wituessf 
acre men are very badly off; 1^ 
tliis country, 
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ia one wbo builds & temporaiT csbin npon a bog or 
moantBin, the fbimer of choice, as ftmiisbing firing; 
ledaims a qmt on wfaidi he {daots a few potatoes, 
and these are all his. He pays no rent, owns do 
laadlord, keeps possession while he may, and, whoi 
diuliubul or drifien o^ has little to leave when aban- 
donii^ his cabin. We have no appearance of a tam- 
ing to God as the result of all this — no, not tiie least 
sign of iL Indeed Popery, under the rod, waxes 
worse and worse ! And then the gentry are at their 
wit's end. I have discovered whole families living on 
one meal of boiled cabbt^e each day for five di^ 
praeeding my enquiry ! You see I consider our con- 
dtli(M) here very unftvourable to piety. The mind is 
filled with this state of things — -JiUtd — no room fw 
Anything else. Yon see my own mind is fiill of it, 
and so would yours, if you were here. Our Sundi^ 
and week-evening congregations are noble for Sligo." 
" December 5 : We have good congregations, but 
little beside which gives promise of a revival ; indeed, 
such is the state of the public mind that eveiy sub- 
ject is precluded but the all-absorbing one, — food. I 
have kept an account of every family I visited who 
were in extreme want, principally with the view of 
stirring up others to visit them ; or, at least, to direct 
public attention to them. Ton would be sui^ rised at 
the number of persons who have made up tlioir minds 
Q doors aud die, — aye, die of want ! and 
log out in order to relievo tlieso Bons 
Id, tlioy arts, for tho 
y to bo lot die ?" 
a, to I'opnty, tliui 
I tlio peo- 



pie and thesjstem: ** I hsre ahnofit wubed to be in 
America the last week! What to do for the thou- 
sands who are starving I know not, and it is hard to 
look at them.** The Tiew is somewhat leliered in his 
next : ^ Of m j famfl j I hare good to telL We an 
wonderfdllj well, and have Jood fo eoL Never did I 
feel that so great a mercj as now. I am eDdeaTOur- 
ing to keep my eye on a better coantrj, and to do a 
little good while in this. 

" There are afew old Methodists on this drcoit, — 
fine specimens of a former race. Old Mr. Lytle, one 
for seyentj years, aged ei^ty-fonr. He was bsoo^ 
to God, throo^ Mr. Graham s instrmnentality, befoie 
he went out as a preacher. Mr. Lytle heard the 
venerable Wesley three or four times, and is himaelf 
a holy ma(h. Mr. Smith Heniy, aged ei|^ily<£¥€^ 
many years a Wesleyan ; he can accnrately describe 
Mr. Wesley's person, is a more dieedbl man than 
Mr. Lytle, and both have been leaders fiur many years. 
The latter is circnit steward.** 

In Febmaiy, he writes : ^ The state of this town 
and circait is awM beyond anything which can be 
imagined, unless yon saw it. No written statements 
can convey to yon the reali^: famims, dysentery, 
lever, tUatk everywhere. O i 'tis positively appalling ! 
Since the 0th of November, I have given £roDi ^hiee 
to fire hours a day in town, and often in the coontiy, 
to visiting ^be poor, the sick and dpng ; and I gene- 
rally visit three BomanistiiAmilies for one Protestant 
On Saturday I was in a small rooni in vrtddi a 
woman and her two children were in one bed in 
fever, and in another a woman and childp and no one 
to give them meat or drink.^ 
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The money raised by the Wesleyans in England 
for the relief of Irish distress was to be distributed, 
according to Dr. Bunting's suggestion, to Boman 
Catholics as well as Protestants. To this a friend 
having objected, Mr. T. rejoins : " I do not think so 
unfavourably of Dr. Bunting's plan as you do. Part 
will be reserved as a special fund to be given to 
Wes1e3^an8 only. I found a case in point this week, 
an interesting girl, with a widowed mother, and three 
yoimger sisters, all lying in bed a whole Sabbath fast- 
ing ; but no complaint, — ^no application, — ^nor could 
leader or preacher elicit the state of their circum- 
stances. I have been much among the poor the last 
month, and things, I assure you, are in an awful state. 
Many are dying. Many must die ! O ! the misery 
I witaiess ! Want of night and day clothing, firing 
and food ! First weak, then sick, then very ill, then 
dying, and none to save, and then dead ! Jehovah's 
red right arm is bared, is stretched forth! His 
lightning flashes ! but who regards it V'' He notices 
gratefully his own circimistauces in contrast : " Be- 
fore I leave for the country to-morrow, I rejoice to 
tell you, at the close of another fortnight, that, in the 
midst of the general destitution, we have food, fuel, 
clothing ; in tiie midst of sickness, health ; and sur- 
rounded with moral darkness, darkness that may be 
felt, we have light in our dwelling, and the door-post 
of our house is sprinkled with the blood !" 

Mr. T. eagerly availed himself of the opportunities 
thus afforded him for doing spiritual good also : '* I 
have got tracts from our Book-room which I give and 
lend as I visit; I pray with most of the Protestants, 
and I tell the Bomanists of Him who made satis- 
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fa^on for them on Calvaiy. At last the mental 
pressure became such as to endanger his own life : 
" About six weeks since my mind sunk very much 
for a week or two, from beholding the misery around 
me : I foimd myself often affected to tears, when I 
went into my study, or whenever I was alone ; but I 
thought this would expose me to the influence of 
fever, disqualify me for usefulness, and dispirit me in 
every effort I might make, so I looked i^ for help, 
shook it off, and am myself again." 

The intensity of his sympathy with the suffering 
poor, and the extent to which he administered relief 
out of his own resources, — extraneous supplies not 
having reached as promptly as the necessities of the 
case demanded, — ^will explain the following : '* I woidd 
be glad to lie by for awhile, but this is out of the 
question. Good Mr. Graham used to say, ' the life 
of a Methodist preacher was to keep him poor and 
busy ;' so that we have life here to perfection !" 

By this time (April) the price of food was lower, 
there were not so many in a starving condition, and 
Mr. T. was, to a great extexit, " himself again." Ever 
ready to see, feel, and express his motives for grati- 
tude, contrasting his lot with that of multitudes 
around, he says : "• Healthy, in the midst of sickness ; 
happy in the midst of misery ; cheerful, generally, in 
the midst of gloom ; abounding in the midst of want ; 
have not I cause to be thankful ?" He had other 
causes as well : ** Our missionary meetings are over, 
and they were interesting, nmnerously attended, 
g0od. I was at Annadale and Drumshambo yesterday, 
and was glad to meet some to whom the Lord made 
me useful three-and-twenty years ago, steadily pious» 
and going on their way rejoicing." 
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The last letter he ever wrote, — ^the fruit of filial 
affection undiminished in its strength and tenderness, 
— ^refers to a prevailing epidemic by which he was 
attacked, but from which he speedily recovered; and 
describes the condition in which he foimd the boy 
from whom it is believed he took the fever of which 
he died : 

" My dearest Motheb, — Since I wrote you last, I 
have had to conduct the business of our district meet- 
ing, attend missionary meetings, and look after 
various other matters beside my ordinary duties. 
However I have been very well, and very cheerful, 
everything considered, excepting the one day's attack 
of which I wrote you. Sunday and Monday, April 
25-6, a bummg wind passed over this part of the 
country, which was very injurious to vegetable life. 
The hedge-rows appeared,^indeed appear still, — as 
if a red hot brand had been passed along them, and 
nearly every second person was attacked with bowel 
affections. 

** I was driven, on Monday last, to seek shelter for 
self and horse, from a violent shower, in a poor cabin. 
In a shed, at the end of it, lay a poor orphan boy of ten 
years old, who was taken from the side of his brother's 
dead body, in a wood, four days previously. The 
little wretch soon had his story told. ' His father, a 
tailor, died five years ago ; his mother soon after, 
leaving three sons, — the eldest, sixteen, went off seek- 
ing work, and was not heard of since ; the second, 
aged fourteen, worked in spring and harvest for his 
bit, but this hard year could get no one to employ him. 
They begged, but got little for begging, every one 
bidding them go away. They became ragged^ 
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dirtjf, sicldy-Iookizig ; the people were afedd they bad 
fever, and would not let them m. They slept mider 
hedges, went into the wo€>d, lay wider a boUy tree ; 
the elder gave aU be got to the youoger, and lived 
himself on water-graes. He soon beoame weak* uxd 
died ftXDT days ago.' This poor child was all hot 
dead when discovered. There he was now in the 
shed, and the poor man could get no one to take him 
away ; while his own large family were not &x re^ 
moved from starving, 

'' On Tuesday I hired a car, took cap, shirty vest, 
coat, trouserSy stockings, boots ; comb, scissors, soap, 
towel* brush. His condition I shaU not attempt to 
describe. I had his hair cut close, and himself wash* 
ed and brushed with soap and warm water again and 
again and again ; lifted bun naked into the ea^n, aad 
dressed him from head to foot. His £rst renaark 
was, ' Ah» if any one had done thia for my poor 
brother,, he would not have died.' 

'' I have him at lodging in this town. He is an 
intelligent little fellow; and, I thioak, of an affectionate 
disposition; and I hope Patrick Feeny will soon be 
able to go out as an errand boy or servant, if we can 
procure a place for him. He eould not have lived 
many daya in the shed. All veiy well ; and all send 
loves to Gxandmai. Your affectionate old son, 

F. Tackabbrki." 

Thift letter was written on the ISth of May, and 
on the 20th he returned to Sligo from the Boyle 
circuit, where he had been at missionary meetings, 
on which day he first complained of indisposition* 
His disease proved to be typhus fever, which ba£Sbd 
all medical skiU and attention. He did. not speak 
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mneh during his illness ^ birl^wbile eonsciousncfSS 
remained, frequently uttered short exclamations of 
praise and prayer. '^ Thank God/* he said at ^fne 
time, '* My lamp is trimmed V* He frequently re- 
peated Heb. iv. 16, and -with peeuliar emphasisv 
pausing at each clause, as if to ponder its meaning : 
" Let us, therefore— come boldly — unto the Throne — 
of Grace— ^at we may obtain mercy — and find grace 
— to help — ^in — time of need." His disease somi 
rendered articulation imperfect, and in a few days 
impossible. This eminently deroted and useful 
servfloit of Jesus Christ entered into the joy of his 
Loord, June 3, 1847, in the ftlst year of his age, and 
S6th of his ministry. 

During his residence in Sligo, short as it was, he 
sheared the esteem and affection of all who knew bdoa. 
His public intercessions became more fervent, and 
his preaching more powerfully impressive, as his end 
drew near. His friendly and pastoral intercourse 
was pervaded with a spirit of still deeper piety, of s^iill 
holier aeaL The increase of his spirituality was ah* 
served with admiration and encouragement by the 
people of his charga He had mommg prayer- 
meetingaestabhshed, visited the sick poor emrywher*','^ 
m the lanes and alleys of the tewn^ toad in the re- 
motest districts of the country where he could Ismre 
access,-«-often leaving his horse in the care of a man 
on the road side, and travellmg over bogs and ditches 
in quest of tlie scms and daughters of want and suf- 
fering, of whom he had beavdt These visits he made 
the occasion odf administering spiritual counsel and 
consolatioik as well as physical relief. His brethren 
at the d&stsiet meetiaig were much struck with the 
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spirit in which he conducted the official business, — ' 
so solemn, so heavenly. At his desire, they com- 
memorated with him the love of Christ in the 
Sacramental Supper, never more to enjoy such privilege 
together imtil they should drink the new wine in the 
kingdom of God. 

For three months before his deaths his prayers at 
family worship were observed to be more earnest, 
varied and importunate than they had ever been 
before. His seasons for retirement were attended to 
with greater regularity and punctuality. He and his 
esteemed colleague often conversed and prayed to- 
gether. The Evangelical Alliance meetings in Sligo 
yielded him much hallowed eiyoyment. One who 
knew the fact says he could scarcely have been 
happier out of Paradise. He was consequently 
greatly beloved by the members of that Alliance. He 
manifested no anxiety, except to have his will per- 
fected. From the first he had no hope of recovery. 
The fourth morning of his illness, hearing singing 
and prayer in the chapel, he expressed delight that 
the prayer-meetings had not been given up, evincmg 
strong desire for the prosperity of the Sligo society. 
One day, at an advanced stage of the disease, after 
being apparently for a length of time imconscious, he 
opened his eyes and prayed : " O ! Holy Spirit, the 
Comforter, comfort my wife!" Often, during his 
illness, did he thank God for the kind hands that 
ministered to him. Several Boman Catholics came 
miles to attend his funeral at eight o'clock in the 
morning. His funeral sermon was preached by the 
Kev. Noble Shepherd, Independent minister, to an 
excessively crowded congregation. To him, therefore. 
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whose " life and labours" form the subject of these 
pages, the Imes of Dr. Watts will be regarded as 
strikingly applicable : — 

'* How fine has the day been ! How bright was the sun ! 
How lovely and joyful the course that he run ! 
Though he rose in a mist, when his race he begun. 

And there follow'd some droppings of rain. 
But now the fair traveller comes to the West, 
His rays are all gold, and his beauties are best ; 
He paints the sky gay, as he sinks to his rest, 

And foretells a bright rising again. 
Just such is the Christian : his course he begins 
like the sun in a mist, while he mourns for his sins. 
And melts into tears ; then he breaks oUt and shines> 

And travels his heavenly way : 
But when he oomes nearer to finish his race, 
like a fine setting sun he looks richer in grace, 
And gives a sure hope, at the end of his days, 

Of rising in brighter array !" 



CHAP. X. 



CONCLUSION. 



The main features of Mr. Tackabeny*s portndt, 
intelleetiiaUj, spiritually, ministerially, having been 
brought ont in the foregoing narrative, it is believed 
that any who ever saw and heard him will not need 
doubtingly to enquire " Is it like ?** It only remains, 
therefore, in conclusion, to blend those delineations, 
by a few finishing strokes, so as to render the picture 
somewhat more complete. 

Mr. T.*s general manner was easy, affiible, affec- 
tionate, highly calculated to please all for their good to 
edification. Bespectful to the aged, — ^regarding those 
with a truly religious veneration whose hoaiy head 
was found in the way of righteousness ; kindly as- 
siduous in his attention to the young, — ^in whose wel- 
fiure he ever discovered a lively interest, by a winning 
carriage, and by the familiar communication of Scrip- 
tural knowledge, — attentions probably influenced by 
the &ct that some of his own early spiritual desires 
were receiyed under such teaching firom his good 
grandmother CranwiU, who diligently instructed 
children to pray, to fear a lie, to love and serve God, — 
always aiming to render the impression deep and 
permanent by the consideration of eternal rewards 
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and punishments. Unambitious also to mind high 
things, Mr. T. condescended to men of low estate. 
For such reasons, it might almost be said he was uni* 
versallj beloved in those circles where he had friendly 
or official intercourse. 

The graciousness of his manner was not assumed : 
it was the natural, the necessary fruit of a benevolent 
disposition. To this disposition, itself divinely im- 
planted, is to be traced his efforts, from the first, to 
alleviate human misery. Before he entered the 
ministry, — so had the grace and Providence of God 
disposed and enabled him, — ^he did incalculable good 
to poor Eomanists and Protestants alike, by ad- 
ministering medicine, in which, by study, he had 
acquired some skill, and by donations of money, as 
urgent necessity required. *' Never,*' says his Aunt 
Morris, ** could I forget the benignant kindness of 
his look and manner^ one morning that he came to 
preach to us, the door not having been opened, and 
a large number of respectable friends waiting outside, 
when a poor squallid old man, tottering from the 
opposite side, made known his complaint, and asked 
his advice. He stopped, bent towards him, heard 
him out, told him what to do, and put the means of 
relief into his hand. I thought, while thus engaged, 
he looked more than human.** 

His piety was deep and imaffected ; and the spirit 
which he breathed, usually, was that of a Christian 
whose love aboimded yet more and more in knowledge 
and in all judgment. His conversation, sermons and 
prayers were those of one who was a conscious par- 
taker of the Divine favour and image. His constant 
and touching references to the atonement and priest- 
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hood of the Son of God gave evidence of the heart* 
felt delight he felt in dwelling on these glorious 
ihemes. Seldom have I met any person in whom re- 
ligion appeared more attractive. In his demeanour 
there was no repulsive moroseness; nothing that 
could tempt an observer to confoimd godliness with 
gloom. In him cheerfulness and seriousness were 
instructively blended. Some there are whose piety 
we are unwilling to question, who dwell so continually, 
in thought and word, on sombre subjects, — tempta- 
tions, deficient grace, and impracticable requirements, 
—as to produce the impression on the pleasure-loving 
world that they serve a hard task-master. Not so, Mr. 
Tackabeny. In his case duty was esteemed as pri- 
vilege ; his work was his pleasure ; so that he could 
say, "I find Thy service my reward." His own will 
lost in the will of God, he felt it delightfiilly easy to 
bear the yoke of Him whom he regarded as his 
Master, Friend and Saviour. Thus did he prove that 
*• love is the fulfilling of the law." By a diligent use 
of the means of grace, especially in private, he sought 
to obtain a constant increase of this love. He was 
emphaticaUy a man of prayer ; and it has already 
been seen that it was in the exercises of the closet 
chiefly he rose to that spirituality for which he was 
so distinguished. Unlike the ** many " who inquire, 
in the language of chagrin and disappointment, *' who 
will show us any good?" he had found the chief good, 
the true repose and tranquillity of soul, which passeth 
all understanding, and which the world cannot give, 
in the fruition of the Divine favour ; having con- 
sciously received an answer to the prayer : ** Lord 
lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon me." 
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Hence, the hol^ unction, the powerful demonstration 
of the Spirit, which marked his puhlic ministrations : 

*^ When one who holds communion with the skies, 
Has filled his urn whence these pore waters rise ; 
And once more mingles with as meaner things, 
'Tis e'en as if an angel shook his wings; 
Immortal fragrance fills the circuit wide. 
That tells us whence his treasures are supplied !" 

If ever Mr. Tackaherry*s cheerMness seemed to 
pass the proper line, — and occasionally his ordinarily 
good spirits might he said to overflow, — it rarely, if 
ever, degenerated into pointless humour, much less 
profane leviiy. At such^times it would rather he re- 
garded hy the candid and charitahle ohserver as a 
constitutional playfulness, or the extreme joyousness 
of a man who had cast all his care on God. That 
his piety was always imaUoyed, no one acquainted 
with him would venture to assert. To affirm that he 
uniformly made the hest use of money; that he never 
spoke with undue warmth of those whose conduct he 
disapproved ; or, that his feelings never, in any in- 
stance, ran before his judgment, would perhaps be say- 
ing more than the facts, in all cases, would warrant. 
But as the "needle,'* transiently disturbed by mag- 
netic influences on the adjoining coast, soon recovers 
from its vibrations, and points to the pole with its 
wonted integrity; thus speedily did Mr. T.*s mind re- 
cover from dangerous fluctuations, so that he prose- 
cuted his heaven-ward voyage " with steady helm, and 
well-bent sail." 

Mr. Tackaberry was a diligent student. He had a 
large and well-selected library, and was anxious to 
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cultiyate every branch of useful knowledge. He 
prized the attamment of scientific or litecwy infor- 
mation in proportion as it enabled him to understand 
and elucidate the Woan of God. GeneraUj, he was 
deeply engaged in such pursuits soon after Bve o^dock 
in the morning. With a volume of his Walton's 
Polyglott before him^ and with Lexicons, Commen- 
taries, and other works of reference, he searched the 
oracles Divine, earnestly, assiduously, prayerfully; 
desirous that the Word of Christ might dwell in him 
richly in all wisdom. His etymological knowledge 
often enabled him to clothe, with all the charms of 
novelty, subjects which otherwise might have been 
comimonplace and uninteresting. Although he read 
the Scriptures with more or less facility in six or seven 
different languages, the simple object of these studies 
was, not that he might become a thorough linguist, 
but tiiat he might understand, appreciate, and be able 
to expoimd those truths which God has revealed for 
the instruction and salvation of the children of men. 
He delighted in expository preaching, for which he 
was himself peculiarly adapted. His style was not 
florid, nor did he aim at being euphonious. He was 
clear, laconic, forcible; and, when greatly excited, 
diffuse and declammatory, — at such times stirring the 
deepest emotions of the heart. His aim, however, 
was to teachy — ^not merely to convince, warn, persuade, 
— ^in every sermon ; and hence his efforts to enrich 
his mind with such varied information as might en- 
able him to array Divine truth in the most luminous 
and attractive garb. His knowledge of history aiid 
of the arts and sciences, often gave him a fiacility in 
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presenting the themes of his discourses under aspects 
singularly striking and impressive. He had a de- 
cided preference for the study of oriential languages 
and usages ; and a singular and lively aptitude for 
illustrating Christian doctrine by the Jewish cere- 
monial, and by the manners and customs of an- 
cient nations. Lightfoot, Kitto, Koberts and others, 
therefore, who have been the principal expositors of 
the Mosaic economy were with him favourite authors. 
He has been sometimes heard to say that the kind 
of sermon most pleasing to him would be one in which 
there might be plenty of luminous exposition, inter- 
mingled with striking eastern illustrations, and 
wound up with a pointed and powerful application. 
He was well read in the writings of the principal 
Puritan Divines ; but while, in some respects, he most 
admired Howe, he rather modelled his style after- 
Baxter, whose tone of voice, he used to say, as well 
as pimgent exhortations, affected the people to tears. 
The pathetic fervour with which Mr. T. appealed to 
the heart, combined with his other qualities, made 
him popular everywhere. 

In his ministry no maudlin sentimentality was ever 
allowed to dilute the sincere milk of the Word. He 
magnified the law, and dwelt with much fidelity on the 
evil and demerit of sin, as the transgressions of that law. 
So vivid and graphic have been his descriptions of 
several prevailing vices, that many of his guilty audi- 
tors felt his words were *' as arrows in the hearts of the 
King's enemies." His sermons were effective, because 
he did not preach /or his congregations, but to them. 
Never could they forget that his business was with 



304 

them individuaUy. To stand in the pulpit merely to 
repeat before the audience an ingenious essay ; to seek 
applause by liie gracefulness of his gestures or the 
hanno&y of his sentences, — making such applause 
his end, — was, in his judgment, to desecrate the sacred 
office, contract fearful guilt, and heavily incur the 
Divine displeasure. He preached to sinners as if he 
had just received his commission at the foot of the 
Cross. Losing sight of himself, this earnest minister 
came amongst them : 

" With cries, entreaties, tears, to save, — 
To snatch them from the gaping grave !" 

He preached as if he felt all the solemn weight, all 
the eternal importance, of the message he delivered ; 
and yet his cl^ar and rapid emmciation ; his energetic, 
but pleasing, action; his frequent transitions from 
one correlative topic to another, gave to his sermons 
all that variety, distinctness, and harmony, which are 
combined in a well-executed picture, — ^his beaming 
countenance, meanwhile, expressing the thrilling 
emotions which struggled within for utterance. These 
sentences may call to mind Cowper's description of 
" a preacher such as Paul :" 

" I would express him simple, grave, sincere ; 
In doctrine uncorrupt ; in language plain ; 
And plain in manner ; decent, solemn, chaste, 
And natural in gesture ; much impress'd 
Himself, as conscious of his awful charge, 
And anxious mainly that the flock he feeds 
May feel it too : affectionate in look, 
And tender in address, as well hecomes 
A messenger of grace to guilty men. 
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He 'staUislieB the strong, restores the weak, 
Eedoims the wanderer, binds the broken heart, 
And, armed himself fai panoply complete, 
Of heavenly temper, ftrthishiw mth anus, 
Bright as Us own, and tndnii by eyeiy role 
Of holy discipline, to glorious war. 
The lacramental host of God's elect." 

Mr. Tackabeny's constant reference to the atonement 
in his sennons and prayers has been already alluded 
to ; not that there is anything remarkable in the fact 
that a Christian minister makes Christ crucified the 
Alpha and Omega of his ministrations. What im- 
pressed the hearers was the manner in which Mr. T. 
descanted upon '' Lovers redeeming work." TnAifirf 
he glorified in the Cross. When preaching, praying 
or administering the Lord's Supper, he often seemed 
as if Christ was evidently set forth crucified before 
him, and as if his sublime, his only aim was to 
persuade all present savingly to " behold the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sin of the world." 

iKTotice has already been taken of Mr. T.'s remark- 
able conversational powers ; his cheerfulness in the 
domestic and social circle ; his zealous care in visiting 
the sick, especially those in fever, both in and out of 
hospital ; his filial enthusiasm ; and other distinguish- 
ing excellencies in his character. There were some 
peculiarities in his style of preaching and in his 
method of prayer, which were not equally acceptable 
to all who heard him. This was, however, very much 
a matter of taste, and of minor importance. These 
peculiarities it would have been ludicrous and 
dangerous to imitate ; but with him everything was 
perfectly natural, without the shadow of affectation. 
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And even tlK>s6 whose fiurfidions tiRjto)^ might have 
been ofifanded with the ocdbional qountness of his 
expresajtas ; or.^riio coifi^lained of the lack of deep 
Ihoaj^t and of iheij|^t£jr8ical abilit|r. in some of his 
s«rmons, would be among the first to acknowledge 
that, like Barnabas, he ^as a good man, FunL of the 
Holy Ghost and of faith, and that, through him, 

MUCH PEOPLE WERE ADDED UNTO THE LOBD. 
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